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The Beatitudes: The Source of Joy

“Blessed are the poor in spirit,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn,
For they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,
For they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,
For they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,
For they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,
For those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against
you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matt. 5: 3-12

The Old Testament in Hebrew (which was the native language of the people of God of old),
and the New Testament in Greek (which at the time of the writing of it was most generally known
to the nations), being immediately inspired by God, and by his singular care and providence kept

pure in all ages, are therefore authentical; so as in all controversies of religion the Church is
finally to appeal unto them. But because these original tongues are not known to all the people of
God who have right unto, and interest in, the Scriptures, and are commanded, in the fear of God,
to read and search them, therefore they are to be translated into the language of every people
unto which they come, that the Word of God dwelling plentifully in all, they may worship him in an
acceptable manner, and, through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, may have hope.
The Westminster Confession

| really do believe that the Bible, in its original language, is the inspired Word of God, and the
infallible rule of faith and practice. The main obstacle to people understanding the Bible is that
they don't take the time to learn what it has to teach us. In other words, they don't take it literally

enough.

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Il Tim. 3: 16-17

Jesus spent 30 years getting ready for His ministry. After His baptism, after His temptation,
and after He had chosen His disciples, He preached this sermon, the Sermon on the Mount, to

His disciples.

And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His
disciples came to Him.
Matt. 5: 1

In this sermon, Jesus introduces the men to whom He will entrust His Church to what it is He
came to tell us. It is as if Jesus were saying to these 12, Before we get started, | want you to
understand. In this sermon, we have the essentials.



Blessed
You can never get to right destination if you start off in the wrong direction

Many modern versions translate this happy. But as we will see, this term means so much
more than that.

Almost all versions translate the Greek blessed /happy are . .. But that is not right, either.
Jesus didn't use a verb! The best way to translate this term is: O the blessedness of . . . The
word Jesus used, ashere is a Hebrew word found throughout the Old Testament.

Blessed is [ashere, O the blessedness of] the man
Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of sinners,
Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;
Psalm 1: 1 (New King James version)

The word is was added for clarity in English; just as the word are was added to the Beatitudes.

So what? The point is: The Beatitudes are not pious platitudes of what will be. They are
authoritative statements concerning what is the state of being for citizens of the Kingdom.
Christian blessedness is not pie-in-the-sky, it is a here-and-now reality for those who are in
Christ. The very form Jesus used, in the original language, taught His disciples that they had
embarked upon a joyous New Life.

In the Beatitudes, Jesus shows us that this Christian joy transcends earthly circumstances.

Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to you; not as the world gives do | give to you.
John 14: 27

The world strives for happiness. But this is a vain effort. The very word gives itself away. The
root of happiness is hap-. Hap- means chance. Look at other words with the same root:
happenstance, a chance occurrence; haphazard, a chance direction; happiness is the chance
emotion which occurs when everything around us goes as we would like. To be happy, we must
manipulate our circumstances so that they are in harmony with our wishes. . . and then hope we
don't change our minds!

Jesus begins by teaching His disciples that this New Life is completely different. His joy comes
from within; it is not dependent on external circumstances. For this reason, no one can take His
joy from us.

Therefore you now have sorrow; but | will see you again and your heart will rejoice, and
your joy no one will take from you.
John 16: 22

The world will hand us disappointment after disappointment; but the joy which Christ gives is
untouchable, unassailable. Whatever the world can give you, the world can take away from you.
Striving for happiness is the ultimate illusion.



Whenever Richard Cory walked downtown
We people on the pavement looked at him:
He was a gentleman from soul to crown,
Clean favored and imperially slim.

And he was always quietly arrayed,
And he was always human when he talked;
But still, he fluttered pulses when he said,
"Good morning," and he glittered when he walked.

And he was rich -- yes, richer than a king --
And admirably schooled in every grace:
In fine, we thought he was everything
To make us wish we were in his place.

So on we worked, and waited for the light,
And went without meat, and cursed the bread,;
And Richard Cory, one calm summer night,
Went home and put a bullet through his head.

The glory of the Beatitudes is that they are triumphant shouts of victory over all the failed
lifestyles the world has offered us.

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written:

“ For Your sake we are killed all day long;
We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”

Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For | am
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be
able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Rom. 8: 35-39

A young man worked very hard to save up enough money to take his first vacation, an ocean
cruise. He carefully packed all his clothing, and toiletries. Then, because he would be gone for a
week, he packed cheese and crackers for him to eat.

When evening came on the first day of his big adventure, the young man noticed other
passengers going in to the dining room and having a delicious dinner. He returned to his cabin
and ate cheese and crackers.

The next morning, he noticed people eating a wonderful breakfast in the dining room. He went
back to his cabin and ate cheese and crackers.

So it went until the last day of the cruise. By then, the cheese and crackers were quite stale, and
the young man became desperate for a "decent meal." He went to the ship's steward and
begged him, "Please, sir! | will do anything for one good meal before this cruise is finished!"
The steward looked at the young man in astonishment. "Sir, are you not a passenger? Has your
fare not been paid? You are entitled to eat any of the food offered abroad this ship. Everything
we have to offer became yours when your ticket was purchased.

All the young man could say was, "l didn't know."

Jesus began with the Beatitudes because He wants us to know.



O Lord of all good life, purify our lives.
Help us each day to know more of Thee, and by the power of Thy Holy Spirit transform us from
within so that we may manifest Thy glory wherever we are.
We do not ask that Thou wilt keep us safe, but that Thou wilt keep us ever faithful to Christ.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen



The Blessedness of Knowing Our Limitations

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ..
Matt. 5: 3

Rowing harder doesn't help if the boat is headed in the wrong direction.
Kenichi Ohmae

Every one of us would like to have a sense of peace and security in his life. We won't find it if
we are looking in the wrong places, rowing in the wrong direction.

Kansas City METROPLEX BARBIE
Mattel recently announced the release of limited edition Barbie dolls for the Metroplex market:

Leawood Barbie: This princess Barbie is only sold at Town Center Mall. She comes with an
assortment of Kate Spade handbags, a Lexus SUV, a longhaired foreign lap-dog named Honey,
and a cookie-cutter dream house with a lawn service. Available with or without tummy tuck and

face-lift. Workaholic ex-husband Ken comes with a Porsche.

Overland Park Barbie: This modern-day homemaker Barbie is available with Ford Windstar mini-
van and matching gym suit. She gets lost easily and has no full-time occupation or secondary
education. Traffic-jamming cell phone sold separately. Can swear in English and Spanish.
Available at Target.

Midtown Barbie: This recently paroled Barbie comes with a 9mm handgun, bowie knife, a '78 El
Camino with dark tinted windows, and a meth lab kit. This model is only available after dark and
can only be bought with cash, preferably small bills, unless you are a cop, then we don't know
what you are talking about.

Blue Valley Barbie: This yuppie Barbie comes with your choice of BMW convertible or Hummer
H2. Included are her own Starbucks cup, credit card set, and country club membership. Also
available are Shallow Ken and Spanish-speaking Nanny.

Paola Barbie: This pale model comes dressed in her own Wrangler jeans two sizes too small, a
classic Metallica shirt, and Tweety Bird tattoo on her shoulder. Wants to major in NASCAR at K-
State. She has a six-pack of Coors Light and a Hank Williams, Jr. CD set. She can spit over 5
feet and kick mullet-haired Ken's ass when she is drunk. Purchase her pickup truck separately
and get a confederate flag bumper sticker absolutely free. Available at Big Lots & Dollar General
Stores.

Wyandotte County Barbie: This tobacco chewing, brassy-haired Barbie has a pair of her own
high-heeled sandals with one broken heel from the time she chased Beer-Gut Ken out of Paola
Barbie's (discontinued) house. Her ensemble includes low-rise acid-washed jeans, fake
fingernails, strawberry lip-gloss, and a see-through halter-top. Comes with Barbie's dream
doublewide trailer. Available at Wal-Mart. Cheap.

The Lakewood Barbie: This collagen injected, rhinoplastic Barbie wears leopard print Spandex
and drinks cosmopolitans to new age music with friends at the lodge. Into crystals. Comes with
Percocet prescription and botox treatments. Also cheap.



Olathe Barbie: This Barbie now comes with a stroller, infant doll and Bible. Optional accessories
include a G.E.D. and bus pass on the Jo. Gangsta Ken and his '79 Caddy were available, but are
now very difficult to find since the addition of the infant. Available at any Christian bookstore.

Brookside Barbie: This doll is made of actual tofu. She has long straight brown hair, archless feet,
hairy armpits, no makeup, and Birkenstocks with white socks. She prefers that you call her "
Willow ." She does not want or need a Ken doll, but if you purchase two Brookside Barbies and
the optional Subaru wagon, you get a rainbow flag sticker free.

Lenexa Barbie: Is pregnant, drives a new Ford Excursion, and is perfect in every way. We don't
know who Ken is because he's always away hunting or in Japan on business. Lenexa Barbie
aspires to become Leawood Barbie. Not cheap, but still very naive.

Waldo Barbie: Into football, animals and bonfires. 98% belong to a cult, 2% are free-thinking and
void of any "traditions." Does nothing but complain about Plaza Barbie.

Argentine Barbie: This Spanish-speaking-only Barbie comes with a 1984 Toyota with expired
temporary plates and three babies in the back, without car seats. This is the only Barbie willing to
do manual labor.

Ken comes in a meat-packer's uniform and is missing three fingers on his left hand. Green cards
are not yet available for Argentine Barbie or Ken.

Plaza Barbie/Ken: This versatile doll can be easily converted from Barbie to Ken by simply adding
or subtracting the "snap-on" parts. Likes to "experiment". Doesn't understand why Waldo Barbie
complains so much.

One doesn't have to know Kansas City to recognize the stereotypes. These are common
values in every community.

Jesus directs us to a different value system.
Blessed are the poor in spirit

A friend of mine, who comes from a different part of the world, says he often finds our language
amusing. For example, he said, | was at a mall and there was this store, The Piercing Pagoda,
with a sign which read: Ears pierced while you wait. As opposed to what . . . dropping them off?

The first Beatitude uses words which were much clearer in the Biblical languages than they are
in English. The Greek word translated poor is ptochos. The Greeks had two words for poverty,
ptochos and penes. Penes describes a person who has nothing extra. Ptochos describes one
who has nothing. Jesus says, How blessed is one who absolutely destitute.

That's how Matthew wrote it. But Jesus spoke Aramaic, which was a form of Hebrew. The
word He spoke was ani or ebion. They describe a person who has no earthly resources
whatsoever, and places his whole trust in God. This is how the Psalmist used the word:

This poor man cried out, and the LORD heard him,
And saved him out of all his troubles.
Psalm 34: 6
In the Biblical languages Jesus' point is much clearer:
How blessed are those who have realized their total depravity and put their whole trust in God.
Any "theology" which begins with the basic goodness of humanity is starting off in the wrong

direction. Any "theology" which suggests that humanity contributes anything to redemption is
mistaken.



By this sin they fell from their original righteousness and communion with God, and so became
dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all the faculties and parts of soul and body.

They being the root of mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed, and the same death in sin and
corrupted nature conveyed to all their posterity, descending from them by original generation.

From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to
all good, and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions.
The Westminster Confession

To suggest, as some churches do, that we must make a free will decision for Christ, shows that
they have not yet reached the recognition of their total depravity.

And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins. . .
Eph. 2: 1

Dead people cannot make free will decisions. Our salvation is an unconditional gift. When we
realize this, two things happen.
1. We stop looking to material things for our security;
2. We start looking to God as our only source of security.

A few years ago, a humane society ad showed a cute puppy and kitten. The caption read: A
couple of VIPs . . . Very Important Pets. What makes them important is who owns them.

When we come to grips with our total depravity, we ceased being owned by our possessions,
and begin to live for the God who saved us unconditionally.

| have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the
life which I now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me.
Gal. 2: 20

Who owns you?

Another mistake made in interpreting this Beatitude is to ennoble poverty. Jesus isn't talking
about material poverty; He is talking about surrendering our illusions of worthiness. A seminary
classmate was fond of saying, The only Christians Christ helps aren't "very good Christians."

The Kingdom of God will elude all who think they deserve it. In the Lord's Prayer, Jesus taught
us to pray:

Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Matt. 6: 10

God's Kingdom is where God's will is done. Not ours. We have not yet reached the state of
spiritual poverty if we are still pursuing our own agendas.

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor
sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will
inherit the kingdom of God.
| Cor. 6: 9-10



You cannot play with the animal in you without becoming wholly animal, play with falsehood
without forfeiting your right to truth, play with cruelty without losing your sensitivity of mind.
He who wants to keep his garden tidy doesn't reserve a plot for weeds.

Dag Hammarskjold

Even if what we are doing is not illegal, if it puts our desires ahead of God's, then we have not
reached the state of spiritual poverty.

God's Kingdom is where God's will is done.

The first three steps suggested in AA are:

1. We admitted we were powerless over alcohol--that our lives had become unmanageable.

2. Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.

3. Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood
Him.

Sobriety comes with surrender. So does citizenship in the Kingdom of God. As long as we are
holding to anything within ourselves as a merit to our salvation, we have not yet reached the
blessed state of spiritual poverty.

Things are not going so well for me these days. The problems that are developing with my
mother's lung cancer are far more complex than | ever imagined. A dear friend sent me this note:

Jim,

You and your family are in my prayers daily. Hang in there.
Some of the best things that can happen to a person come
when you're at your lowest depths. | believe that God has
ways of testing each of us. Trust in him!

Take care Brother and hang in there,
Randy B.
God blesses when we reach the state of spiritual poverty. Trust Him!

One last thought: If we trust only God for security, then it necessarily follows that we will obey
Him. To tell God that we will be His only if we get to stay the way we are is missing the point
entirely. Such a person has not reached the state of spiritual poverty.

The Kingdom of God is the unconditional gift to those who realize their total depravity. Christ
paid the full price for our citizenship. Nothing was left for us to do, because we are incapable of
doing anything to contribute to our redemption. The Holy Spirit irresistibly draws the elect to
Christ. Through divine regeneration we can accept -- a response, not a condition -- Christ as our
personal Lord and Savior. Those who have been born again will persevere in faithful obedience
and are eternally secure in Christ.

God the Father elects;
God the Son redeems;
God the Holy Spirit regenerates and draws.



Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of the Lord. And
as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.
Acts 13: 48

O Thou who hast ordered this wondrous world and who knowest all things in earth and Heaven:
So fill our hearts with trust in Thee that by night and by day, at all times and in all seasons,
we may without reservation commit ourselves and those who are dear to us to Thy never-failing
love,
for this life and the life to come.

In Jesus' name we pray.

Amen
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Good Griefl!

Blessed are those who mourn,
For they shall be comforted.
Matt. 5: 4

The bitterest tears shed over graves are for words left unsaid and deeds left undone.
Harriet Beecher Stowe

The context suggests that Jesus is talking about mourning over sin and evil. The Greek word
used here is the strongest word for mourning in the Greek language. It is defined as the kind of
grief that visibly takes hold of a person.

All sunshine makes a desert.
Arab proverb

Sorrow does one of two things: It either makes us bitter and resentful; or it makes us
appreciate the kindness and support of friends and loved, as well as the comfort and compassion
of our Heavenly Father.

When things are going well, it is possible to become numb to problems of that drive others to
despair. |1 had a

friend for whom most things in life had come easy. She had enjoyed success in her career, love
in her marriage, and, until recently, remarkably good health. Now, in her 80s, she was dying of
cancer. On a visit, she said, hopefully: When | get well, | am going to have to do something for
sick people! | had no idea how awful it is to be sick. Until we face a crisis, we have no idea,
either.

A good principle to live by is this: It is always right to be detached from things; but it is never
right to be detached from people. Christianity is about caring. This beatitude teaches us the
blessedness of caring deeply, intensely, about the sufferings of others.

This beatitude always teaches us something about ourselves. Blessed in the person who sees
himself honestly and is sorry for his own sin. Step 4 of the AA 12-Step program is:

Made a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves.
That's good advice for Christians, too.

Nevertheless | tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that | go away; for if | do not go
away, the Helper will not come to you; but if | depart, | will send Him to you. And when He
has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin,

because they do not believe in Me. ..
John 16: 7-9

One of the best ways to know that the Holy Spirit is at work in your life is a sense of your own

sinfulness. Sin-dead people do not seek the Savior because they are unaware of their condition.
Only those who have been born again, realize their need.
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For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God.
I Cor.1: 18

The Cross forces us to see how terrible our sin is. Anyone who can look upon the Cross and
be unmoved is spiritually dead.

No one can experience the comfort of God's redemption without a keen awareness of his own
sinfulness. The joy of forgiveness begins with the grief of our total depravity.

The meaning of this beatitude is this:

Blessed is the one whose heart is broken for his own sin and the suffering of others,
for in this sorrow he shall find the comfort of God.

Gracious Lord,
we thank Thee for opening our eyes to our own sinfulness
and to the sufferings of others.
Now so move us to address these so that we may truly feel Thy comfort.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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The Power of Meek

Blessed are the meek,
For they shall inherit the earth.
Matt. 5: 5

It is one of the strange ironies of this strange life [that] those who work the hardest, who subject
themselves to the strictest discipline, who give up certain pleasurable things in order to achieve a
goal, are the happiest people.

Brutus Hamilton

The word meek conjures up visions of Mr. Milktoast: a spineless, subservient, won't rock- the -
boat kind of person. That isn't what Jesus was describing.

Meek is controlling one's temper

Anger is never without a reason, but seldom with a good one.
Ben Franklin

Oddly, the Greek work translated meek, is one of the strongest ethical words in the language:
praus. According to Aristotle, meek is knowing when to be angry. Until our temper is under
control, we can never serve Christ effectively.

Is there a good reason to be angry? Of course there is! But it is not when we are insulted or
injured. However, we see others being hurt, demeaned or in anyway mistreated, it is Christian
to get angry. Such was the case when Jesus drove out the money-changers:

Then Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out all those who bought and sold in
the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who
sold doves. And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of
prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.”

Matt. 21: 12-13

Jesus was justly angry that people were being taken advantage of as they sought to worship
God.
Selfish anger is always a sin; but righteous anger can affect great changes for the good of all
people.
One lesson Jesus wants us to learn from this beatitude is this:

How blessed in the person who gets angry at the right time, for the right reasons, and never at
the wrong time for the wrong reasons.
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Meek is being disciplined

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and
discipline.
Proverbs 1: 7

Discipline is the soul of any army. It makes small numbers formidable, procures success to the
weak, and esteem to all.
George Washington

Praus had another meaning. It was the word used to describe athletes who has learned to
accept conditioning for their sport.

Strange new problems are being reported in the growing generations of children whose mothers
were always there, driving them around, helping them with their homework — an inability to
endure pain or discipline or pursue any self-sustained goal of any sort, a devastating boredom
with life.

Betty Friedan

We might not have ever thought to describe Muhammad Ali as meek. But in his prime, the
Greeks would have! He had brought all his natural talents and abilities under control, and was

thoroughly conditioned for his sport.
Jesus is teaching us that we need to bring all our God-given talents and abilities under His

control. The second lesson Jesus wants us to learn from this beatitude is this:

How blessed in the person who has every impulse, every emotion, every fiber of his being, under
Christ® control.

Meek is humility.

Something in human nature causes us to start slacking off at our moment of greatest
accomplishment. As you become successful, you will need a great deal of self-discipline not to
lose your sense of balance, humility and commitment.

H. Ross Perot

Without humility, we cannot learn. One who "knows it all," lacks both humility and the ability to
learn. He isn't much use to Jesus, either. Until we come to grips with our total depravity, we will
never experience the fruits of our re-birth as Christians. Until we comprehend at the deepest
levels of our being that Christ has done it all for us, that there is no grounds whatsoever for us to
take credit for our New Life, we lack the humility that will transform our lives from victims to
victors. Christian meekness is the first step to learning our place in God's eternal plan and
experiencing His forgiveness. The third lesson Jesus wants us to learn from this beatitude is this:

How blessed is the person who is humble enough to know his ignorance, weakness, and need.

The meek will win the world for Christ

... they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, “These who
have turned the world upside down have come here too.
Acts 17: 6

In reading the lives of great men, | found that the first victory they won was over themselves.

Self-discipline with all of them came first.
Harry S Truman
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Until we learn Christian meekness, we are not fit to inherit the earth. When we know this kind
of meekness, we, too, will turn the world upside down for Christ. But it is only when we . .

can control our tempers;

submit to God's discipline, as revealed in Scripture (not as our culture or friends define it
for us);

are humble enough to realize our absolute need for God. . .
then, and only then, will we know this kind of meekness. Ah, but when we do, we will be able to
conquer the world!

You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is
greater than he who is in the world.
| John 4: 4

How blessed is the person who is always angry at the right time, and never at the wrong time,
who has every fiber of his being under Christ's control,
who has the humility to realize his natural depravity,
For such a person is king of the world!

Almighty and most merciful Father,
Bestow upon us that grace which shall keep us in the fellowship of the Christian way;
And grant unto us that Heavenly guidance and control,
In all our labors, pleasures, and trials,
Which shall maintain our hearts in peace with one another and with Thee.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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Material Responsibility

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he
will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
Matt. 6: 24

| believe that every right implies a responsibility; every opportunity, an obligation; every

possession, a duty.
John D. Rockefeller

The Place of Money in a Christian's Life:

Three Principles

I: Everything belongs to God.

The earth is the LORD's, and all its fullness,
The world and those who dwell therein.
Ps.24:1

God entrusts us with the use, not the ownership, of material possessions. We will be held
responsible for how we use that which has been entrusted to us.

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own
servants and delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave five talents, to another two,
and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a
journey. Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made
another five talents. And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. But he
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who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord's money. After along
time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.

“So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord,
you delivered to me five talents; look, | have gained five more talents besides them." His
lord said to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things,

I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord." He also who had

received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, | have
gained two more talents besides them." His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful
servant; you have been faithful over a few things, | will make you ruler over many things.

Enter into the joy of your lord.'

“Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, | knew you to be a hard
man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered
seed. And | was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have
what is yours.'

“But his lord answered and said to him, “You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that | reap
where | have not sown, and gather where | have not scattered seed. So you ought to have
deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming | would have received back my
own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents.
“For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him
who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable
servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'

Matt. 25: 14-30

God watches very closely how we use His money.
Il: People are more important than things.

Use things, not people.

Whenever we forget this, unhappiness occurs. People may not remember much about us, but
they will remember how we treated them. It is vital part of our Christian witness that we treat all
people with dignity and respect.

[ll: Money is always subordinate to good.
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the
faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
| Tim. 6: 10

Not he who has much is rich, but he who is capable of giving much.
Erich Fromm
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Money isn't bad. Used wisely, it is a blessing. But too often, it becomes a rival to God's place
in our lives.

Being poor is no sin. . . It is no great honor, either!
Tevia, Fiddler on the Roof

Having money does not make one person better than another. But it does lay on that person
an awesome responsibility. To the degree that God has blessed us, we must continually be in
prayer that we use this trust in a way which honors Him.

Two Questions about Money

How did you get it? John Calvin reportedly observed: There is nothing wrong with wanting to
be rich. The sin occurs when one wants to get rich quickly.

Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.
Thomas Edison

Would Jesus approve of the way we got the money we have? Did we get that money at the
expense of our honor and integrity? Did we neglect the work for which we were created to get
this money?

What are you doing with your money? The question believers must ask is not how much
should | give; but how much should | keep? A Christian who gives a tithe to the Lord is not free to
use the rest as he pleases. Giving God a tenth and using the rest selfishly is not Christian
stewardship. Giving God a tenth and using the rest to harm others is not Christian
stewardship. Money is power. We can use it to build up or to destroy. We are responsible for
how we use our money. Does the way we use our money draw us closer to God or drive Him out
of our lives? Are we using our money to glorify ourselves or the Lord?
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Having money is no sin. But it is a responsibility. Having money does not make one person
better than another. But it does require that person to be more responsible for how he uses that
which has been entrusted to him.

For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him
who does not have, even what he has will be taken away.
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Almighty and ever-merciful God,
who of Thy goodness dost ever give us all that we need:
Fill us with an attitude of gratitude, and
Grant us the grace of generosity,
that we may be responsible stewards of that which Thou hast entrusted to us;
and so rule our hearts that all we have may be used to Thy glory.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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Mercy, mercy!

Blessed are the merciful,
For they shall obtain mercy.
Matt. 5: 7

Life is just a mirror, and what you see out there, you must first see inside of you.
Wally "Famous" Amos

One lesson that runs through the Bible is this: You reap what you sow. If we are bitter,
prejudice people, we will elicit those attitudes from others. People have a way of living up to our

expectations.

(Don't confuse this lesson with the bogus one which says, If you are nice to others, they will be
nice to you. If our kindness is offered with an ulterior motive, it isn't really kindness, it is a tactic to

get others to treat us better.)

For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy.
James 2: 13

An unforgiving spirit invites judgment.

Then Peter came to Him and said, 2Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and |
forgive him? Up to seven times?”

Jesus said to him, 21 do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.
Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with
his servants. And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who
owed him ten thousand talents. But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded
that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made.
The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and |
will pay you all." Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released
him, and forgave him the debt.
aBut that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred
denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, 'Pay me what you
owe!" So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, 'Have patience
with me, and | will pay you all." And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till
he should pay the debt. So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were
very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. Then his master,
after he had called him, said to him, "You wicked servant! | forgave you all that debt
because you begged me. Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow
servant, just as | had pity on you?' And his master was angry, and delivered him to the
torturers until he should pay all that was due to him.
2So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive
his brother his trespasses.”

Matt. 18: 21-35

A heart that is too hard to forgive will not be too hard to receive forgiveness.

Jesus was speaking in Aramaic. The word He would have used is chesedh. This word
describes the ability to get inside another and feel what he feels, think as he thinks, see things as
he sees them. If we aren't willing to get this close to another when they are hurting, it is unlikely

that we will let others get close to us when we are hurting.
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Feel with is not the same as projecting.

The closest English word to chesedh is probably sympathy. Sympathy literally means to feel
with. Too often we make the mistake of extending "mercy" at our point of need, instead of the
point of need of the person who is hurting.

Sympathy demands thought

Almost every congregation has folks who will bring food to a family in the time of grief or
illness, whether that is what is needed or not. Instead of being a help, the hurting family has to
figure what to do with this unwanted, unneeded food, and how to get the dishes back to the
givers. Instead of alleviating the pain of the family, they add a burden to it. This problem can be
avoided if we only take the time to learn how to demonstrate mercy at the other person's point of
need.

Jesus did not love everyone the same. He loved as they needed to be loved. He still does.
So should we.

How blissful is the person who can feel what others feel, love them as they need to be loved,
for this is the kind of person who will be able to receive love when he needs it.

Lord, make us merciful, as Thou art merciful.

In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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A Pure Heart
Blessed are the pure in heart,
For they shall see God.
Matt. 5: 8

Continued to take personal inventory and when we were wrong promptly admitted it.
Step 10, AA Twelve-Step Program

God's Eternal Purpose

To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that | should
preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what is
the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in
God who created all things through Jesus Christ; to the intent that now the manifold
wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers in the
heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which He accomplished in Christ Jesus
our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.
Eph. 3: 8-12

Some Christians seem to think that God is making things up as He goes.

The Rev. Desmond Tutu, archbishop and primate of Southern Africa, at the World Council of
Churches leadership meeting, said, "After all," said Tutu, "God is not a Christian."

"God intended us to live in harmony with God, with one another, with the rest of God's
creation," said Tutu in his address to the WCC. "God's dream was shattered by sin. The
alienation just got worse, reaching a kind of climax in the scattering of the peoples in the story of
the Tower of Babel when human community became impossible because humans could no
longer communicate in a common language."
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According to this rationale, God is not sovereign. Even if He did have an eternal purpose, He
is not able to accomplish it. Understanding Calvinist/Reformed theology is essential to
understanding why this is not true:

*God IS sovereign.

*God DOES have an eternal plan.

*God CAN and WILL accomplish all that He has planned.

History does not come as a surprise to God, for He is the Lord of history, the Alpha and the
Omega. Circumstances cannot thwart God's eternal purpose. Human will cannot thwart God's
eternal purpose. Satan cannot thwart God's eternal purpose.

I. There is but one only living and true God, who is infinite in being and perfection, a most pure
spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions, immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible,
almighty, most wise, most holy, most free, most absolute, working all things according to the
counsel of his own immutable and most righteous will, for his won glory, most loving, gracious,
merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin;
the rewarder of them that diligently seek him; and withal most just and terrible in his judgments;
hating all sin; and who will by no means clear the guilty.

Il. God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself; and is alone in and unto
himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which he hath made, nor deriving any
glory from them, but only manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon them; he is the alone

foundation of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom, are all things; and hath most

sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, for them, or upon them, whatsoever himself
pleaseth. In his sight all things are open and manifest; his knowledge is infinite, infallible, and
independent upon the creature; so as nothing is to him contingent or uncertain. He is most holy in
all his counsels, in all his works, and in all his commands. To him is due from angels and men,
and every other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience he is pleased to require of
them.

llI. In the unity of the Godhead there be three Persons of one substance, power, and eternity:
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. The Father is of none, neither begotten
nor proceeding; the Son is eternal begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding

from the Father and the Son.
The Westminster Confession

the eternal purpose

God has always had but one eternal purpose. There has never been a moment when
God was at a loss for what to do next. Jesus Christ is central to the eternal purpose . Jesus is
not just another holy man who offered moral guidance to humanity. He is God. Always has
been. Always will be.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him
nothing was made that was made.

John 1: 1-3

Can you imagine how insulting it is to God to even suggest that there are other ways to
salvation than Christ?
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Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,
but made himself nothing,
taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Phil. 2: 5-11

In order to accomplish God's eternal purpose, God the Son, Jesus, humbled Himself and
became a man.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all
things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he
is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might
have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20and
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven,
by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

Col. 1: 15-19

It was God's eternal purpose, that the Son pay the full price for the sins of the elect. Jesus
did not make salvation possible for all, and then leave the choice to human "free will."

On the night He was betrayed, Jesus prayed:

1After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: "Father, the time has come.
Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him authority over all
people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal
life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. |
have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do. And now,
Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory | had with you before the world began. "I
have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you
gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you
have given me comes from you. For | gave them the words you gave me and they accepted
them. They knew with certainty that | came from you, and they believed that you sent me. |
pray for them. | am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are
yours.
John 17: 1-9

Jesus did not fail. He accomplished His work. He did His part in the eternal purpose.
It is insulting to God to suggest that His eternal purpose cannot be accomplished without us.

25



Not only that, but Rebekah's children had one and the same father, our father Isaac. Yet,
before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God®
purpose in election might stand: not by works but by him who calls—she was told, "The
older will serve the younger." Just as it is written: "Jacob | loved, but Esau | hated."
Rom. 9: 10-13

Those who do not understand TULIP do not understand God's eternal purpose. There is no
other Biblical, logical explanation for how totally depraved sinners persevere to eternal life than
God's unconditional election, Christ's limited atonement, and the Holy Spirit's irresistible grace.

Let's put this all in perspective: The Triune God has an eternal purpose. God the Son
becomes a man through the miracle of the Incarnation in order to redeem His people. Jesus the
man spends 30 years getting ready for His ministry. He is tempted by Satan. He chooses His first
12 disciples. Then He takes them into the hills where He gives them an orientation into what His
earthly ministry is all about. This orientation is what we call The Sermon on the Mount. In it,
Jesus teaches us how to live according to the eternal purpose.

And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who
are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He
also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

Rom. 8: 28-30

After His work on earth was accomplished, the eternal Christ returned to Heaven and sent God
the Holy Spirit to us so that we could live according to the eternal purpose. God never
promised to make everything all right for everyone. But He did promise that all things work
together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His
purpose. If we want to see God's eternal purpose, we are going to need pure hearts.

Blessed are the pure in heart,
For they shall see God.

Jesus continues the orientation for His disciples by teaching them -- and us -- that a pure heart
is the key to seeing God. The Greek word for pure is katharos. It has several connotations, all of
which are helpful in understanding what Jesus meant.

Katharos means clean. In the parable of the Prodigal Son, the elder brother says the prodigal
wasted the family's money on prostitutes (Lk. 16: 30). Nowhere in the parable does it say that.
The elder brother had a dirty mind. People with dirty minds won't be seeing God or enjoying
fellowship Him.

Katharos refers to grain which has been sifted and all chaff removed. It also describes a
community which has been purged of all malcontents.
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The right to be heard does not automatically include the right to be taken seriously.
Hubert Humphrey

Katharos also describes something free from contaminates, something homogenous,
unalloyed, united in purpose.

The Church is not meant to be all things to all people. It exists to serve God's eternal purpose.
Any diversity that pollutes that purpose will undermine the peace, unity and purity of the Body.

This Beatitude is a warning: If we want to be God's people, we must keep our hearts pure,
otherwise we won't see His eternal purpose for us.

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in

them.
Eph. 2: 8-10

O the bliss of those whose motives are pure, for they will see and fulfill the God and His purpose!

O Lord of all good life, we pray Thee to purify our lives.
Help us each day to see Thee more clearly,
and by the indwelling Holy Spirit, use us to show forth Thee to others.
This we pray in Jesus' name.
Amen
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Peacemakers

Blessed are the peacemakers,
For they shall be called sons of God.
Matt. 5: 9

Compassion without confrontation is just commiseration.
Henri Nouwen

Jesus continues His orientation for His new disciples by teaching them -- and us -- that there is
a blessing in being a peace maker.

Blessed are the peacemakers

A peace-maker is not one who avoids conflict. He is one who actively works for the highest
good of everyone within his sphere of influence.

"First they came for the Jews and | did not speak out--because | was not a
Jew.
Then they came for the communists and | did not speak out--because | was not
a communist.
Then they came for the trade unionists and | did not speak out--because |
was not a trade unionist.
Then they came for me and there was no one left to speak out for me."
Martin Niemollar

Jesus says, How blessed is the one who makes peace; not the one who loves peace. A few
years back, at a Women's Church Circle meeting, a mother of a minister boasted that her son
was a peace maker, unlike another lady's son who was in the Army. The minister may or may
not have been a peace maker. | don't know. But | do know that the man who served in the Army
spent a career trying to bring peace to this world of ours.

Peace lovers can actually contribute to making things worse, not better. There was a peace
movement in this country before World War Il; their goal was to keep America out of the
"European Conflict." If they had succeeded, | believe the world would be a much worse place.

There are those within the Church who seek unity are any cost. They would compromise
beliefs in order to avoid conflicts which might create a schism. They have a misguided
understanding of peace. By not standing up for what is right and true now, they create even
greater problems in the future.

No where in Scripture are we told that just loving peace is enough. Christ says the blessing
comes when we face potentially divisive issues and deal with them. What this Beatitude requires
is not passive acceptance because we are afraid of the conflict, but an acceptance of our
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responsibility as Christ's disciples to do all we can to make each problem situation better.
Sometimes we have to fight for peace.

For they shall be called sons of God

The Hebrew language is not rich in adjectives. When they wanted to make a descriptive
phrase, they would say someone was a son of

James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James, to whom He gave the name
Boanerges, that is, 2Sons of Thunder?;
Mark 3: 17

When we are actively working for the highest good of others, we are doing God's work.

And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who
are the called according to His purpose.
Rom. 8: 28

The key here is understanding His purpose. We only make things worse when we seek
peace on our terms. The Church gets into trouble when it practices the theology of
accommodation instead of obeying God's Word in Scripture.

There is no higher calling than to be a peace maker in our own relationships. As | see it, we
have four main relationships:

1. We have a relationship with ourselves. As Christians, we have two natures at war with each
other.

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is
death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

Rom. 8: 5-6

The only way we will have peace in our own hearts and minds is to live for Christ and not for
self.

2. We have a relationship with the significant others in our lives. At times, it is much easier to
be Christ's disciple with strangers than it is with our family, friends, and colleagues at work. But it
is in precisely those relationships that Christ calls His disciples to be peace makers.

3. We have a relationship with the society in which we live. We will know no peace if we are at
war with the world in which we live. As Christ's disciples, we are called to love the world in which
we find ourselves enough to work hard to make it a better place for all to live.

4. We have a relationship with God. A friend sent me some cute one-liners. My favorite was:
Many folks want to serve God, but only as advisors. God doesn't need advisors.

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in
them.
Eph. 2: 8-10

God created each of us for His purpose. We won't find any peace until we are actively
engaged in doing the good works for which we were created.
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away;

behold, all things have become new. Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to
Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them,

and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we

implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.
Il Cor. 5:17-20

O the bliss of those who work to create right relationships;
they will know peace and make peace,
for they are serving the purpose of God.

We pray, O Lord, to shine Thy light into our hearts,
that the mists of error and sin will be driven away,
and we walk without stumbling or offending,
and our lives may be pure and clean from the works of darkness
and abounding in all good works which Thou hast prepared for us to do.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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Persecution

Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
aBlessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you
falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven,
for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Matt. 5: 10-12

As a senior citizen was driving down the freeway, his car phone rang.
Answering, he heard his wife's voice urgently warning him, "Herman, |
just heard on the news that there's a car going the wrong way on
Interstate 77. Please be carefull”

"Heck," said Herman, "It's not just one car. It's hundreds of them!"

With all the turmoil in mainline denominations today, many of us are feeling persecuted. When
| came under care of presbytery, my pastor gave the charge to me: Jim, when you feel
persecuted for your faith, and you will, keep in mind that there were three men crucified on Good
Friday, and two of them deserved it. Consider your odds.

There is no honor to persecution unless it is for Christ's sake. Any time a Christian is feeling
that everyone else is going the wrong way, it is time to consider the odds and make sure we are
being faithful and obedient to Jesus.

In His orientation, Jesus makes it clear to His disciples that being a Christian would be very
costly.

Today, we have TV preachers telling people that faith will make them rich; improve their
marriages; get them promoted; make them happy. These preachers have never read the
Beatitudes.

"Christianity" has become so much a part of our culture that we tend to forget what following
Jesus cost First Century Christians. Virtually every aspect of their lives was affected.

1. Work. There was hardly any business a Christian might have that did not bring a conflict of
loyalties. If a man was a carpenter, would he help build a pagan temple? If he were a tailor,
would he make robes for pagan priests?

A man came to Tertullian, seeking advice: What can | do? | must live!

Must you? replied Tertullian.

In the First Century, when the choice came between loyalty to Christ and making a living, they
understood what it meant to put Christ first.

None of us has probably been asked to build a pagan temple; but we may have been expected
to go along with something unethical. We may have been expected to laugh when someone was
belittled. We may have been expected to look the other way when colleagues did things we knew
were not right. If we are practicing our Christian faith correctly, it will cost us in the workplace, too.

2. Social life. There was a good reason the Bible talks so much about food offered to idols.

You are to abstain from food sacrificed to idols, from blood, from the meat of strangled
animals and from sexual immorality. You will do well to avoid these things. Farewell.
Acts 15: 29

But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when they
eat such food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their
conscience is weak, it is defiled.

ICor.8:7
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Nevertheless, | have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food
sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality.

Rev. 2: 14

Christians were constantly being invited to dinners at the various pagan temples. Would it be
proper to enjoy a meal with friends, if the meal was in honor of a pagan god? First Century
Christians knew it would not be proper to attend any social function where Jesus Himself would
not be welcome.

Be honest: have you ever attended a social function where Jesus would not have been
welcome, where you would have been comfortable if Jesus was there? What did you do? If we
are practicing our Christian faith correctly, it will affect how we socialize, too.

3. Family. Christianity was a very divisive thing in First Century families.

He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or
daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.
Matt. 10: 37

Then Peter began to say to Him, 2See, we have left all and followed You.°
So Jesus answered and said, 2Assuredly, | say to you, there is no one who has left house
or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the
gospel's, who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this timeb houses and brothers and
sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutionsb and in the age to come,
eternal life.
Mark 10: 28-30

Often the Christian had to decide which was more important to him: Jesus or his family.

Today, the Church is central to our family values. Yet, even today, Christians must make some
difficult decisions: Do you let your child play sports instead of attending worship and Sunday
School? Do you have a family day at the lake instead of going to church? Is family a higher
priority than Jesus?

Weaker members of our own families will not understand the importance of keeping Jesus as
our first priority. ("Can't | go? All the other kids' parents are letting them!" "Give me a break,
honey; none of the other wives nag their husbands about playing golf on Sunday!") If we are
practicing our Christian faith correctly, it will change our families, too.

Christians are like tea bags: you don't know what flavor they are until they are in hot water.

It is only when we come to a situation which requires us to make a costly choice that we
demonstrate where our true loyalties are. Jesus never offered His disciples convenient
Christianity.

Just because we live in a country where we are free to practice our religion without overt
persecution doesn't mean that loyalty to Jesus will not still be costly.
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The Theology of Accommodation

Many in the Church today have made inclusiveness a higher priority than faithfulness to
Jesus. We relax our standards in order to accommodate more people. Even those who would
offer apostate denominations a bold, new design won't take a stand on an issue as important as
for whom Jesus died for fear of alienating someone.

If we are practicing our Christian faith correctly, we will suffer persecution. People won't be
pleased with us when we say that loyalty to Jesus is more important than our jobs, our social life,
our families, our sex lives, the unity of their denomination, or the real estate where the
congregation worships. Christians must be the conscience of society. We can't do that if we
continually make exceptions for our friends. If Jesus is our first priority, we must reject the
theology of accommodation.

Jesus told His disciples that following Him would change their lives. Has it changed yours? If
you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough evidence to convict you?
Christianity must be more than a warm, fuzzy feeling; more than being for and against the right
things. (An apostate denomination that ordains homosexuals and an apostate denomination that
does not, are both still apostate!)

| charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and
the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season and out
of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will
come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires,
because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will
turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in
all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
Il Tim. 4: 1-5
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The authority of the holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not
upon the testimony of any man or Church, but wholly upon God (who is truth itself), the Author
thereof; and therefore it is to be received, because it is the Word of God.

We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the Church to an high and reverent esteem of
the holy Scripture; and the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of
the style, the consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole (which is to give all glory to God),
the full discovery it makes of the only way of man's salvation, the many other incomparable
excellencies, and the entire perfection thereof, are arguments whereby it doth abundantly
evidence itself to be the Word of God; yet, notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assurance of
the infallible truth and divine authority thereof, is from the inward work of the Holy Spirit, bearing

witness by and with the Word in our hearts.

The whole counsel of God, concerning all things necessary for his own glory, man's salvation,
faith, and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence
may be deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new
revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men.
The Westminster Confession of Faith

| can assure you, the day of church members with itching ears has come!

Is your faith a matter of fact or a matter of opinion? Is it based on the infallible Word of God,
or the prevailing conjecture of a member of the clergy? The morality we practice is based on the
faith we hold. The faith we hold is only as strong as the spiritual food we have been fed.

"Dad, is it OK to kill babies?"
"Son, our church thinks partial-birth abortions are OK; so | guess the answer to
your question would have to be 'yes.™

We only fed him what the minister "sold" us.
"Dad, is homosexuality OK?"
"Son, our denomination teaches that sex should be between a man and woman in holy
matrimony. But our minister is working to get that thrown out. So, | guess at our church,
homosexuality is OK."
We only fed him what the minister "sold" us.
"Dad, is Jesus the only way to Heaven?"
"Son, our denomination is a little vague on that; but some of our churches
have held services which worshipped many different deities. | guess God
is whoever we want Him to be. If that is the case, Jesus can't be the only way."

We only fed him what the minister "sold" us.

Those who are equipping the saints with the sound doctrines of TULIP are being persecuted.



Do we who would lead the Church believe humanity is basically sinful (Total Depravity) or
basically good (the liberal position)?
Does humanity contribute to its salvation, or is it the unconditional gift of God (Unconditional
election)?
Did Christ pay the price for our sins on the Cross (Limited Atonement) or is the idea of
atonement out of date, as some liberals suggest?
Is God sovereign (Irresistible Grace), or can His will be denied by ours?
Are we eternally secure in Christ (Perseverance of the Saints), or can we be snatched from
Christ's hand?
Do we want a Church that is faithful to God's Word or one that accommodates the members, thus
making them indifferent to true faith?
Do we want members who not only believe the Bible but actually understand what it is teaching?

Making Jesus our first priority is being obedient to our Lord and Savior in all aspects of life.
Holy living is living differently than we used to live. Holy living is separating ourselves from the
world and devoting ourselves to Jesus. Christianity isn't something we do on Sunday and ignore
the rest of the week.

*Qur first loyalty in the workplace must be to Jesus.
*Qur first loyalty in our families must be to Jesus.
*Qur first loyalty in the world must be to Jesus.

If we are practicing our Christian faith correctly, it will be costly.

O the bliss of those who are loyal to Christ in all aspects of life; for theirs is the Kingdom of
Heaven.
O the bliss of those who dare to be different for Jesus' sake; for they walk in path of saints.

Lord of all good life,
We do not ask that Thou wilt keep us safe,
But that Thou wilt keep us ever faithful to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
In His name we pray.
Amen
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The Salt of the Earth

You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is
then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.
Matt. 5: 13

We have gotten accustomed to the blurred puffs of gray fog that pass for doctrine in churches
and expect nothing better. From some previously unimpeachable sources are now coming vague
statements consisting of a milky admixture of Scripture, science, and human sentiment that is
true to none of its ingredients because each one works to cancel the others out. Little by little
Christians these days are being brainwashed. One evidence is that increasing numbers of them
are becoming ashamed to be found unequivocally on the side of truth. They say they believe, but
their beliefs have been so diluted as to be impossible of clear definition. Moral power has always
accompanied definite beliefs. Great saints have always been dogmatic. We need a return to a
gentle dogmatism that smiles while it stands stubborn and firm on the Word of God that lives and
abides forever.

AW. Tozer

Jesus has taken His newly chosen disciples up into the hills, away from the crowds, in order to
teach them what this Gospel is all about. In His introduction, the Beatitudes, He explained the
way to true bliss. Now He is explaining what the responsibilities of a disciple are.

You are the salt of the earth. . .

There is no higher compliment that we can pay a person than to say that s/he is the salt of the
earth. Jesus gave us that expression. He told His disciples to be the salt of the earth.
They would have understood, perhaps better than we, what He meant.

Yesterday, as | was walking on the treadmill, | watched an old episode of JAG. Harm and Mac
were on a submarine when a generator went out. The captain ordered all the meat to be packed
in salt. With modern refrigeration, we often forget that for many centuries salt was the most
common preservative in the world. If people wanted to keep things from going bad, they
preserved them in salt.

If Jesus' disciples are the salt of the earth, He means that it is our responsibility to see that
things don't go bad. We are responsible for maintaining the highest standards.

We have become so accustomed to people making excuses for their failure to live up to their
potential, that we assume God will do the same thing. Jesus says, No; you are to be the salt of
the earth. You and | are charged with maintaining the highest standards.
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... butif the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but
to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.

The Theology of Accommodation

My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with
partiality.
James 2: 1

A friendship founded on business is better than a business founded on friendship.
John D. Rockefeller

Example No. 1: The Kindly, Committed, Grandfather

Commitment is not enough. It matters to what one is committed. From all | have heard, Chris
Glaser is a decent human being. But being a decent and committed human being is not enough.
Similarly, that a gay couple may have a committed and loving relationship in no way ameliorates

the sinful nature of that relationship. Again, it matters to what one is committed.

My great-grandfather, who also lived in Georgia, was a man capable of great love and
commitment. He loved his wife and his children. His daughter, my grandmother, loved him and
remembered him as a kind, loving and committed man. He died when | was four years old, but |

fondly recall sitting on my great-granddaddy's lap and tugging at his long white beard. | remember
him wrapping his arms around me and how | giggled into his snowy beard as he cooed, "snuggle-
boy, snuggle-boy." He also was committed and devoted and served causes in which he believed
while receiving little or no compensation. His devoted and selfless commitment was rewarded
when he was elected Grand Dragon of the Georgia Ku Klux Klan. It matters to what one is
committed.
Dr. Earl Tilford

Example No. 2: The Winsome, Lesbian, Candidate
March 14, 2006

Apocalypse Now

If | told you that the most conservative evangelical on the PUP [Peace, Unity and Purity] Task
force celebrated the decision of Milwaukee Preshbytery to ordain a self avowed practicing lesbian
you would be tempted to call me a liar.

On Saturday March 11 | attended the meeting of Blackhawk Presbytery held at First Presbyterian
Church in Marengo, lllinois. | was there as a guest in order to be with a friend whose new call was
to be approved by Blackhawk Presbytery during the meeting.

The members of Blackhawk Presbytery are a friendly and hospitable group. | enjoyed my day of
fellowship with them. The meeting was preceded by a 90 minute prayer service. More
presbyteries ought to replicate this spiritual discipline.

During the meeting Mark Achtemeier, considered by many to be the most conservative and
evangelical scholar on the PUP task force, gave a 1 hour sales pitch for the PUP report. His
report was followed by a 30 minute “Q and A” dialogue with the commissioners.
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During his comments Mark affirmed two statements which | have heard frequently from other
members of the PUP Task force:

That the PUP Report neither advocates nor permits "local option;”

That under the PUP Report presbyteries will not have permission to ignore the ordination
standards stated in G.-6.0106b.

Up to this point | was cautiously encouraged by Mark Achtemeier’s report.
Then he dropped a bomb!

Mark began to tell the story about how Milwaukee Preshytery had recently approved for
ordination a self-avowed practicing lesbian. Not only did Mark tell the story, but he rejoiced in
how Milwaukee Presbytery used our polity and process to approve her ordination.

| was stunned!

In spite of the fact that the woman violated the standards for ordination, as set forth in section G-
6.0106b of the Book of Order, Mark Achtemeier rejoiced in how Milwaukee Presbytery made this
decision. Apparently, according to Mark, the woman had such an irresistible and winsome spirit
that Milwaukee Presbhytery, including some conservatives, voted overwhelmingly for her
ordination.

Mark Achtemeier thought this was great!

| was stunned and so were a number of other commissioners who spoke to me after the meeting
of Blackhawk Presbytery.

Several commissioners asked me, "How could Mark Achtemeier support the defiance of our Book
of Order?"

According to Mark Achtemeier this is how our process will work when the PUP Report is
approved by General Assembly. He enthusiastically and unequivocally supports this change!

In defending the process used and the decision reached by Milwaukee Presbytery, Mark
Achtemeier described the candidate® lesbianism as a simple scruple. Furthermore, he affirmed
the presbytery® right to accept her lesbianism as a scruple.

In light of the biblical mandate and the historic affirmation of the church, how can anyone lightly
dismiss as a simple scruple her rejection of God® instruction that we are to live either in chastity
or in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between one man and one woman?

Since | was a guest at the meeting of Blackhawk Presbytery, | did not feel it would have been
right for me to ask Mark Achtemeier any questions from the floor. Furthermore, since he left the
meeting before | could speak to him, | need to ask him these questions:

If | reject the Lordship of Jesus, is this a scruple or a heresy?
If | reject the authority of scripture, is this a scruple or heresy?
If | reject Chapter 8 of the Book of Order, is this a scruple or a heresy?

38



If | reject the ordination of women, is this a scruple or heresy?

If | affirm pedophilia and rape, is this a scruple or heresy?

If | affirm segregation, as several southern states did under the guise of states rights
(which parallels the PUP Report’'s advocacy for presbytery rights), is this a scruple or

heresy?

Or, stated more simply, what is the boundary between a scruple and a heresy?

Advocating, establishing, and standardizing a process which permits and celebrates the right of
any governing body to ignore our constitution, our confessions, and God’s Word will destroy not
only our connectional and covenantal relationship, but it will destroy the PC(USA)!

Mark Achtemeier’s presentation at Blackhawk Presbytery made absolutely clear to me that the
PUP Report will not unite us in peace and purity.

Instead of bring peace, unity, AND purity the PUP Report, if approved, will bring the exact
opposite upon our church. The PUP Report will not bring:

Peace, because it will bring upon us the judgment and wrath of God;

Unity, because it will launch the PC(USA) into schism;
Purity, because it will allow for the approval of behavior which is disobedient to God's call for

usto live holy lives.

| am stunned, and so were many other commissioners who spoke to me after the meeting of
Blackhawk Presbytery, by Mark Achtemeier's support for the PUP Report. One commissioner
said to me, “His mother must be rolling in her grave!”

For the PC (USA) approval of the PUP Report will only bring us closer to the Apocalypse!
Is this what we want?

Dr. L. Rus Howard, Chairman, The Westminster Fellowship

| charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living
and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season and
out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires,
because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will
turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in
all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
Il Tim. 4: 1-5

Christians are called to maintain godly standards. We can't do that if we make exceptions to
accommodate our friends, even if they are winsome.

Christians are called to promote godly purity. We can't do that if we compromise our beliefs to
accommodate those in our society who are committed to ungodly causes, even if they are kindly
grandfathers.

I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them

from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as | am not of the world. Sanctify them
by Your truth. Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, | also have sent them
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into the world. And for their sakes | sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by
the truth.
John 17: 15-19

We are in the world to preserve, promote and exhibit God's standards. We are sanctified as
we do. We do not have the right nor the authority to change God's standards, to re-interpret them
to accommodate our friends or culture, or to re-image God so that He no longer resembles
Himself, rather He becomes the image of the prevailing cultural standards.

If we are to be the salt of the earth, we need to change our culture. We must not allow our
culture to change us. If we do, we become good for nothing but to be thrown out and
trampled underfoot by men.

But | have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine
of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat
things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality. Thus you also have those
who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing | hate. Repent, or else | will come to
you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth.

Rev. 2: 14-16

Repetition does not transform a lie into a truth.
Franklin D. Roosevelt

The Nicolaitans were a heretical sect within the church that preached accommodation with
pagan society. They taught that since Christians were freed from the Law, they were at liberty to
practice idolatry and immorality.
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Neo-Necolaitans

"It can be an act of faithfulness to terminate the life of an unborn child"
OGA-88-109, "The Covenant of Life and The Caring Community", page 10, adopted by the 195th
General Assembly (1983)

"I confess that to love Jesus means to live in faithful, monogamous covenants of love. . ."
Susan Andrews, Moderator of 215th General Assembly

The First Presbyterian Church in Yorktown, NY, was the host of a "Universal Worship Service" in
which the participants offered prayers to a smorgasbord of gods -- including those who, "whether
known or unknown to the world, have held aloft the light of truth through the darkness of human
ignorance." The service, which the Presbytery of Hudson River promoted by e-mail to its
ministers, included readings from Islam, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, the tradition of the "Divine
Female," Native Peoples and Judaism.

Apparently, a new pastor was called to the church who announced on his very first Sunday that

only two Christian services a year would be held from now on (viz., Christmas and Easter). He

planned to lead "worship" like an imam on Ramadan, rabbi on Hanukkah, and so on; enabling
Buddhist meditations on off Sundays.

MINNEAPOLIS — To the tribal rhythms of bongo drums, about 200 women — plus a "few good
men," as they called them — swayed slowly into the room for the opening worship of the 10th
anniversary (and final) Re-Imaginined god Gathering.

They came on this cloudless day, June 19, to praise water, tell their stories and be reminded that,
as women, they have creative license to change entirely what has been an orthodox
understanding of the Christian faith. After all, they say they believe the Bible is a product of a
patriarchal mindset that oppressed women.

"We don®need folks hanging on crosses and blood dripping and weird stuff."

PHILADELPHIA — When arguing for church acceptance of homosexuality, most advocates talk
about monogamy. But others are bolder.

"I am a strong ally of those in healthy, polyamorous relationships," declared Debra Kolodny. She
argued that having multiple sexual partners can be "holy." Kolodyn was leading a workshop at the
WOW (Witness Our Welcome) 2003 convention, an ecumenical gathering for "sexually and
gender inclusive Christians."

H. Richard Niebuhr identifies liberal theology under the Christ of Culture label and sees
liberals as accommodating Christianity to the prevailing culture. In Niebuhr's view, Christianity
and culture are neither in tension, nor opposed to each other.

"Liberals are open to the truth of other religions," said Donald E. Miller in The Westminster
Dictionary of Christian Theology, Westminster Press, 1983. "Christianity is not viewed as the only
expression of man® search for God or of God® revelation to man. . . Liberals tend to assume a
broadly ecumenical attitude."

Whenever we see people compromising God's standards to accommodate someone with a

winsome spirit or a kindly demeanor, we see that the Nicolaitans are still at work in the Church
today.
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"The plain man in the church has difficulty understanding the nature of the struggle. He does not
yet appreciate the real gravity of the issue. He does not see that it makes very little difference
how much or how little of the creeds of the church the modernist preacher affirms, or how much
or how little of the biblical teaching from which the creeds are derived. This modernist might affirm
every jot and tittle of the Westminster Confession, for example, and yet be separated by a great
gulf from the reformed faith. It is not that part is denied and the rest is affirmed, but all is denied
because all is affirmed merely as useful or as symbolic, but not as true. A thing that is useful may
be useful for some and not for others, but a thing that is true remains true for all people and
beyond the end of time."

J. Gresham Machen

There is the second great lesson: Salt adds flavor! If we are the salt of the earth, we must add
flavor to wherever we are.

The way some Christians live, one would get the idea that Christianity takes all the fun out life.
It shouldn't be that way.

What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of
those things is death.
Rom. 6: 21

The first great gift we can bestow on others is a good example.
Thomas Morell

What the world calls "fun" more often than not leaves one feeling ashamed afterward. If we
are to be the salt of the earth we need to be showing the world a better way to live.

O Lord of all good life purify our lives.

Help us to know more of Thee,

and by the power of Thy Holy Spirit, use us to show forth Thyself to others.
Make us humble, brave and loving;
make us ready for adventure.
We do not ask that Thou wilt keep us safe,
but that Thou wilt keep us ever faithful to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
In His name we pray.
Amen
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The Law

Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not come to destroy but
to fulfill. For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle
will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the
least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of
heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven.
Matt. 5: 17-19

If we open a quarrel between the past and the present,

we shall find that we have lost the future.
Winston Churchill

Laws From Around the U.S.

California: Detonating a nuclear device within the city
limits results in a $500 fine.

Florida: Having sexual relations with a porcupine is illegal.

Alaska: It is considered an offense to push a live moose out
of a moving airplane.

lllinois, Chicago: Law forbids eating in a place that is on
fire.

New York: The penalty for jumping off a building is death.
Florida: It is considered an offense to shower naked.

Maryland, Baltimore : It's illegal to take a lion to the
movies.

Texas: A recently passed anticrime law requires criminals to
give their victims 24 hours notice, either orally or in
writing, and to explain the nature of the crime to be

committed.

California, San Francisco: It is illegal to wipe one's car
with used underwear.



If people were "basically good" there would be no need for law.

There had to be the Law before the Gospel. People had to learn the difference between right
and wrong. They had to come to the realization of their own total depravity -- total inability to live
up to their own ideals, much less the righteous demands of our Holy God. Before we can hear
the Good News of redemption, we have to come to grips with our basic sinfulness, unworthiness,
and inadequacy.

What is the Law?

Simply put, it is the expression of God's holy character. The Law is eternal because God is
eternal.

If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, 2You shall love your neighbor
as yourself,° you do well; but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by
the law as transgressors. For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one
point, he is guilty of all. For He who said, 2Do not commit adultery,® also said, 2Do not
murder.® Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you have become a
transgressor of the law.

James 2: 8-11

God's Law is a gift to the human race.



Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good.
Rom. 7: 12

God created all that is to operate in harmony with His holy character, His Law. A friend of mine
who works in the "hard-hat" world tells his men to always wear their hard-hats because, Gravity is

not a suggestion: it is the law! When God's Law is understood correctly, it facilitates our joy; it
does not restrict it.

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day
and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will
make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. Have | not commanded

you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD

your God is with you wherever you go.°
Jos. 1: 8-9

Understanding and applying God's Law requires study and discipline.

All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all; yet those things
which are necessary to be known, believed, and observed, for salvation, are so clearly
propounded and opened in some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but the
unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain unto a sufficient understanding of
them.

Westminster Confession

God revealed His Law to Adam and Eve in the form of general responsibilities as His image-
bearers.

So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and
female He created them. Then God blessed them, and God said to them, 2Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds
of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.°
And God said, 2See, | have given you every herb that yields seed which is on the face of all
the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. Also, to every
beast of the earth, to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, in
which there is life, | have given every green herb for food?; and it was so.

Gen. 1: 27-30

God also set limits for their own good.

Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it.
And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, 20f every tree of the garden you may
freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the

day that you eat of it you shall surely die.®
Gen. 2: 15-17

In subsequent generations, God revealed His Law in ways which were appropriate for their

circumstances. Moses is called the Law giver because God's Law was codified by him for the first
time.

Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not come to destroy but
to fulfill.

Jesus Christ was the ultimate fulfillment of God's Law because He revealed to us perfectly
God's moral, holy character.



How does Biblical Law apply today?

Many seek to dismiss Mosaic Law because they do not understand it. There are three
aspects:

1. Moral Law;

2. ceremonial law;

3. civil law.

These categories overlap in many ways. This distinction is meant for clarification.

The Ten Commandments are the expression of God's moral principles. They are applicable in
all times for all people. The ceremonial regulations were designed for the tabernacle and temple;
the moral aspects of these regulations are beneficial to us, but the specific applications were for
another time and place. Likewise, the civil statutes were meant to government the political state
of Israel, not to be a blueprint for all governments everywhere. Again, moral principles can and
should be deduced, but rigid application is a misuse of the intent.

But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more
perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. Not with the blood of
goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all,
having obtained eternal redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a
heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to
God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? And for this
reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of
the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the
promise of the eternal inheritance.

Heb. 9: 11-15

Jesus Christ has fulfilled all the ceremonial and civil regulations of the Mosaic law. Since the
purpose of the ceremonial regulations was to bring believers into God's presence, and the
purpose of the civil regulations was to secure God's promised inheritance, they are fulfilled once
for all time in Christ.

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not
walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not
do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness

of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For
to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the
carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can

be. So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
Rom. 8: 1-8

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus; we are

eternally secure. How shall we then live? Shall we continue to satisfy the desires of our old,
sinful natures, or strive to glorify Christ in all we say, think and do?
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O Lord of all good life, purify our lives.
Teach us Thy Law, that we may understand Thy character.
In all things, draw us to Christ, that Thy lost image more be trace again,
and we may be as one with Thee.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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The Light of the World

You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are
in the house.

Matt. 5: 14-15

The first great gift we can bestow on others is a good example.
Thomas Morell

Jesus expects His disciples to be what He Himself is: the light of the world.

As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.
John 9: 5

When Jesus is not in the world, our job is to be reflectors of His light.

These good works, done in obedience to God's commandments, are the fruits and evidences of a
true and lively faith: and by them believers manifest their thankfulness, strengthen their
assurance, edify their brethren, adorn the profession of the gospel, stop the mouths of the
adversaries, and glorify God, whose workmanship they are, created in Christ Jesus thereunto,
that, having their fruit unto holiness, they may have the end, eternal life.
Westminster Confession

The light we share is reflected light. Christians should never attempt to generate their own
light. The glow of a Christian comes from the presence of Christ in our hearts. The good works
we do in this world, in obedience to our call, is the light which illumines Jesus for others to see.

a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. ..

Light is meant to be seen. Christ is meant to be seen in us. There can be no such thing as
"secret discipleship." The primary duty of a lamp and a Christian is to be seen. (If you were
arrested for being a Christian would there be enough evidence to convict you?) The people you
work with may describe you as a hard-worker, knowledgeable, but would they add Christian?

Jesus did not say we were to be the light of our church; or the light of our families; He said we
were to be the light of the world. Our faith should be evident for all to see, in all circumstances.

The purpose of light is to guide. There are many, many people in the Church who would be
much brighter lights if they had someone to show them how and to encourage them as they tried.
If you and | are to obey Christ's command, we must accept the responsibility for taking clear,
unequivocal stands which will guide and encourage others to follow.

To be a leader, you have to make people want to follow you, and nobody wants to follow
someone who doesn't know where he is going.
Joe Namath

A Christian's light guides in two specifics ways, mentoring and encouragement.
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Mentoring

"Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live
according to the pattern we gave you."
Phil. 3:17

"Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me -- put it into
practice."
Phil. 4:9

A leader does not deserve the name unless he is willing occasionally to stand alone.
Henry Kissinger

The most effective means of being the light of the world is to live a life that demonstrates

Christ's love, whether it is politically correct or not.

How many times have parents given in to their children because "All the others parents are

letting their kids . . . ; or said to their children, "Do as | say, not as | do." That kind of witness just
won't cut it.

| have a friend who interviewed for a pastoral position in Modesto, CA. One of the questions

he was asked was, "Do you drink alcoholic beverages?"

Since Modesto is in the California wine country, he discreetly answered, "My wife and |

occasionally enjoy a glass of wine with dinner."

"That's too bad," replied the layman.

"Why do you say that?" my friend asked.

"We really want a minister who doesn't drink," he was told.

"Do you drink?" my friend asked.

"Sure! We all do. That's why we want a minister who doesn't; we want someone who'll set a

good example for our kids."

No one can build his security upon the nobleness of another person.
Willa Cather

Being the light of the world is not a job we can designate to surrogates.
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"Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of
every kind. Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up
in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to
him-- you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ"
| Peter 2:1-5

In successful businesses, new employees apprentice with senior employees. In medicine,
new doctors learn by interning with senior doctors. In AA, a hopeless drunk becomes a
recovering alcoholic thanks to the sponsorship of one more experienced in the battle for sobriety.

In almost every growing endeavor, the key to success is one person taking the responsibility for
showing another how it is done.

The key to Christian guidance is to apply this same mentoring principle to our daily living.
Each and every Christian needs to equip himself so that he can say, "Look at me. Live like this."

Leaders don't create followers. They create more leaders.
Tom Peters

Encouragement

"After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him
to every town and place where he was about to go. He told them, "The harvest is plentiful,
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into
his harvest field."

Luke 10:1-2

In everyone's life at some time our inner fire goes out. It is then burst into flame by an encounter
with another human being. We should all be thankful for those people who rekindle the inner
spirit.

Albert Schweitzer

Jesus wants His disciples to be the lights which rekindle the spirits of others.
Q. Why did Jesus send them out two by two?

A. They wouldn't have gone one by one!

We all need the encouragement. Over 50 times, the Scriptures admonish us to be encouragers
of others and to draw encouragement from them. Here are but a few examples:

"My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may
have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of
God, namely, Christ,"

Col. 2:2

"He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that_he can
encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it."
Titus 1:9
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"But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may
be hardened by sin's deceitfulness."
Heb. 3:13

"Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
Heb. 10:25

A friend of mine was in an accident which left her confined to a wheel chair. For months
afterward, she was so self-conscious of her handicap that she wouldn't leave her apartment.
Finally, she made up her mind that she was being silly; she knew her neighbor was going to the
grocery store and she needed a few things; she would go, too.

Everything went smoothly until she was in the check-out line. A man in a hurry, not watching
where he was going, caught his foot on the wheel of her chair and went crashing to the floor.

"Darn you! Why don't you people stay where you belong?!"

Thoughtless words of a hurt and embarrassed man, but they were effective. It was over a
year before my friend ventured out again.

What you say, and how you say it can change another person's life . . . for good or for ill.

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Il Tim. 3: 16-17

The Supreme Judge, by which all controversies of religion are to be determined, and all decrees
of councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to be examined,
and in whose sentence we are to rest, can be no other but the Holy Spirit speaking in the
Scripture.

Westminster Confession

An unwillingness to offer correction is putting our light under a basket. It is a Christian's duty
to be a warning light at times. What is the point of proclaiming Scripture to be the infallible rule of
faith and practice, if we are unwilling to offer correction?

Apostasy -- a falling away from beliefs once held -- does not happen in a vacuum. It happens
when Bible-believing Christians fail to be warning lights.

The difference between a follower of Christ's and a disciple of Christ's is a willingness to be the
light of the world; a light that is seen by all; a light that guides others; and a light that will warn
others when they are led astray from sound Biblical teaching.

O Thou, who art the true Sun of the world,
so shine Thy light in our lives that we may show forth
Thyself to others.

We do not ask that Thou wilt make us safe or popular,
but only that we make be lights in our world,
reflecting Thy glory for all to see.

In Jesus' name we pray.

Amen
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The New Standard

aYou have heard that it was said to those of old, "You shall not murder, and whoever
murders will be in danger of the judgment.’ But | say to you that whoever is angry with his
brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his
brother, 'Rascal!" shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, "You fool!" shall be
in danger of hell fire. Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that
your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go
your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Agree
with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver
you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison.
Assuredly, | say to you, you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last
penny.
aYou have heard that it was said to those of old, "You shall not commit adultery.' But | say
to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with
her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it
is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be
cast into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it
is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be
cast into hell.
Matt. 5: 21-30

"A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said wouldn't be a great moral
teacher. He would either be a lunatic on the level with a man who says he's a poached egg -- or
else he would be the devil of hell; you must take your choice. Either this was, and is, the Son of
God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a demon; or you can fall at
His feet and call Him Lord and God. But don't come up with any patronizing nonsense about His
being a great moral teacher. He hasn't left that alternative open to us."
C. S. Lewis

Jesus spoke with an authority which no one had ever dared to speak.
And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and
not as the scribes.
Mark 1: 22
And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at

His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.
Matt. 7: 28-29

A New Standard

Jesus said that what we think is just as important in God's sight as what we do. By Jesus' new
standard, a person is not good until he ceases to desire that which is sinful in God's eyes.

Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good
accompanying salvation; so as a natural man, being altogether averse from that good, and dead
in sin, is not able, by his own strength, to convert himself, or to prepare himself thereunto.
Westminster Confession of Faith

Humanity is not good by God's standard. This is why the Bible teaches that humanity is totally
depraved. We totally lack the ability to be good by God's standard. From this new standard,
several truths emerge.
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Jesus is the only way

Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among
men by which we must be saved.
Acts 4: 12

I. Although hypocrites, and other unregenerate men, may vainly deceive themselves with false
hopes and carnal presumptions: of being in the favor of God and estate of salvation; which hope
of theirs shall perish: yet such as truly believe in the Lord Jesus, and love him in sincerity,
endeavoring to walk in all good conscience before him, may in this life be certainly assured that
they are in a state of grace, and may rejoice in the hope of the glory of God: which hope shall
never make them ashamed.

II. This certainty is not a bare conjectural and probably persuasion, grounded upon a fallible hope;
but an infallible assurance of faith, founded upon the divine truth of the promises of salvation, the
inward evidence of those graces unto which these promises are made, the testimony of the Spirit
of adoption witnessing with our spirits that we are the children of God; which Spirit is the earnest
of our inheritance, whereby we are sealed to the day of redemption.
Westminster Confession

In this life, we will wrestle continually with our sinful nature. Satan will constantly try to
persuade us that we are basically good and can have salvation on our own terms. This is a lie.
There is salvation in no One else but Jesus. Only in Christ are we eternally secure.

God alone is Judge

Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.
John 7: 24

We see only the outward actions, not the inward motivations. Since only God can see into
human hearts, it is He alone who can judge righteously.

Total Depravit

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
Rom. 3: 23

None of us can live up to Christ's new standard. Even a life lived to outward moral perfection
is tainted by conflicting motives. We may be able to stop the deeds, but we cannot stop the
desires. Each day must be a renewal of our commitment to Christ. Only in Him can we find the
peace which passes all worldly understanding.

Christ's new standard kills all grounds for human pride; forces us to admit our total depravity,
and by the Holy Spirit draws us to Himself, our only way to salvation.

| have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the
life which I now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me. | do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through
the law, then Christ died in vain.
Gal. 2: 20-21
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Almighty God,
Who sees that we have no power to help ourselves:
Keep us both outwardly in our deeds and inwardly in our desires,
that we may be defended from all adversities which may attack from without and from within.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen



Anger

"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who
murders will be subject to judgment.' But | tell you that anyone who is angry with his
brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is

answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!" will be in danger of the fire

of hell.
Matt. 5: 21-22

A man is about as big as the things that make him angry.
Winston Churchill

There will be anger in every Christian's life. But it must be the right kind of anger. Jesus got
angry.

And when He had looked around at them with anger, being grieved by the hardness of
their hearts, He said to the man, 2Stretch out your hand.® And he stretched it out, and his
hand was restored as whole as the other.

Mark 3: 5

Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. And He
found in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers
doing business. When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple,

with the sheep and the oxen, and poured out the changers' money and overturned the
tables. And He said to those who sold doves, 2Take these things away! Do not make My

Father's house a house of merchandise!® Then His disciples remembered that it was

written, @Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up.°
John 2: 13-17

Selfless anger which is disciplined in the service of Christ is one of the great dynamics for
making the world a better place.

aBe angry, and do not sin®: do not let the sun go down on your wrath. . .
Eph. 4: 26

If we understand sin to be anything which harms a relationship, either with God or others, and
we do not let our emotions consume us by harboring them, then anger can be productive. But
that is not the kind of anger Jesus was talking about in Matthew 5.

But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment.

In Greek, there are two words for anger: thumos, which describes a fit which arises quickly and
dies the same way; and orge, which is a seething anger. ltis this latter form which Jesus is
condemning here. Elsewhere in the Bible, this form of anger is also condemned.

But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy

language out of your mouth.
Col. 3:8

... for man®@ anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.
James 1: 20

The Bible condemns anger which broods; anger which seeks revenge, instead of
reconciliation. This kind of anger is subject to judgment: by local elders.

Again, anyone who says to his brother, ®aca,@s answerable to the Sanhedrin.
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There is a worse form of anger, one which stoops to insults. To call a brother raca is
tantamount to calling him a brainless idiot. It is the word one arrogantly uses to show his
contempt and disrespect for another.

This sin deserves a worse judgment: the supreme court of the land. Seething anger is bad, but
anger that manifests itself in contempt is worse.

But anyone who says, '"You fool!" will be in danger of the fire of hell.

Jesus says the worst kind of anger is the kind that results in a person calling his brother
moros. Here it is translated fool, but it carries a much heavier meaning. It is the word which
describes a person of immoral character. To call a person moros was not to cast aspersions on
his mental ability, but on his moral character. The worst thing we can allow anger to do is destroy
a brother's reputation and take away his good name. Those who gossip and tell tales which
demean another's reputation are deserving of the worst punishment. Such a person deserves not
civil judgment but the judgment of hell.

What Jesus is teaching us is that our inner feelings and motivations are just as important as
our outward actions. Seething anger is bad; speaking with contempt is worse; destroying
another's good name is worst of all.

Anger is often more harmful than the thing which caused it. When Leonardo da Vinci was
working on his painting The Last Supper, he became angry with a certain man. Losing his
temper he lashed out at the fellow with bitter words and threats. Returning to his canvas, he
attempted to work on the face of Christ, but was unable to do so. He as so upset he could not
compose himself for the painstaking work. Finally, he put away his tools and sought out the man
who had angered him, and asked for his forgiveness. The man accepted Leonardo’s apology
and the artist was able to return to his workshop and finish painting the face of Jesus.

Please don't let anger hide the face of Jesus from you.

Eternal God, lift us above unrighteous anger and mistrust,
into faith and hope and charity towards others,
by a simple and steadfast reliance on Thy sure will.

In all things draw us to the mind of Christ,

that Thy lost image may be traced again,
and Thou mayest own us as at one with Thee.

In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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Spiritual Surgery

You have heard that it was said to those of old, "You shall not commit adultery." But | say
to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with

her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it
is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be

cast into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it
is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be

cast into hell.
Matt. 5: 27-30

The mind is not a vessel to be filled but a fire to be
kindled.
Plutarch

Jesus complicates life. He insists that anything which leads us away from Him must be

surgically removed from our lives.
The word translated causes you to sin is skandalon. It describes the bait in a trap. Jesus is

telling us to cut out of our lives anything that might entrap us.
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is
death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity
against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who
are in the flesh cannot please God.
Rom. 8: 5-8

Not everything that entraps us is obviously evil. Besides sexual desires, greedy ambitions,
malicious endeavors, there are many seemingly constructive ways we can become entrapped.

*A person can work so hard that he neglects his health and entraps himself.
*A person can be so consumed with "helping others" that he neglects his family and entraps

himself;

*A person can devote so much time to the study of deep thoughts that he cuts himself off
from the world and entraps himself.

Whenever our agenda takes control, we are entrapped.

| have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the
life which I now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave

Himself for me.
Gal. 2: 20
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Self-Surgery

No group has ever dealt more effectively with its entrapment than Alcoholics Anonymous.
Their 12-step program can serve as a model for all entrapments.

wh e

10.
11.

12.

The 12 Suggested Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous

We admitted we were powerless over alcohol--that our lives had become unmanageable.
Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.

Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood
Him.

Made a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves.

Admitted to God, to ourselves and to another human being the exact nature of our
wrongs.

Were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of character.

Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings.

Made a list of all persons we had harmed, and became willing to make amends to them
all.

Made direct amends to such people wherever possible, except when to do so would
injure them or others.

Continued to take personal inventory and when we were wrong promptly admitted it.
Sought through prayer and meditation to improve our conscious contact with God, as we
understood Him, praying only for knowledge of His will for us and the power to carry that
out.

Having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these steps, we tried to carry this
message to alcoholics, and to practice these principles in all our affairs.

No one has ever overcome a sinful entrapment by accommodating it.

You cannot play with the animal in you without becoming wholly animal, play with falsehood
without forfeiting your right to truth, play with cruelty without losing your sensitivity of mind.

He who wants to keep his garden tidy doesn't reserve a plot for weeds.
Dag Hammarskjold

One course that never works is will power. (We all know someone who put away the bottle, laid
down his tobacco, terminated the affair and re-committed to the spouse and family. But | can
assure two things are true: 1) we don't know the "whole story" and 2) will power won't work for
us.) The more we try not to think about something, the more we think about it.

Here are two ways to avoid sinful entrapments.

First, commit yourself to a positive action. If eating is your entrapment, take the dog for a walk;
write a letter; do something constructive! Sitting around trying not to think about the pie in the
refrigerators won't work. Notice in the AA model at no time is it suggested that alcoholics try to
think about not drinking.

Second, replace entrapping thoughts with liberating ones.

58



Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are
just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good
report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthyb meditate on these
things. The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do,
and the God of peace will be with you.

Phil 4: 8-9

No one has ever "mopped" himself out of a sinful entrapment. We need to set our minds on
that which is spiritually liberating.

When we feel tempted by things we know are not part of God's plan for our lives, we will most
certainly not avoid entrapment by exerting our will power and not thinking about the temptation.
Neither will we overcome it by trying to find a way to accommodate the temptation into our lives.

The moment one definitely commits oneself, then Providence moves too. All sorts of things occur
to help that would never otherwise have occurred. . .Whatever you can do or dream you can do,
begin it.

Johann Wolfgang Goethe

The commitment to Christ's agenda, rather than our own, is the key to avoiding sinful
entrapments. Thinking about what He wants us to do, and then striving to do it, is simply the best
way to avoid sinful entrapments.

Then Jesus said to His disciples, 2If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profitis it to a man if he
gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for
his soul?

Matt. 16: 24-26

Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves:

Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all
adversities which may happen to our body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt
our souls.

In Jesus' name we pray.

Amen
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Speak Clearly

But let your “Yes' be Yes,' and your 'No,"' 'No.' For whatever is more than these is from the
evil one.
Matt. 5: 37

If | am to speak for 10 minutes, | need a week for preparation . . . if an hour, | am ready now.
Woodrow Wilson

Church Bulletins
These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or were announced in church services:

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.

The sermon this morning: "Jesus Walks on the Water." The sermon tonight: "Searching for
Jesus."

Our youth basketball team is back in action
Wednesday at 8 PM in the recreation hall.
Come out and watch us kill Christ the King.

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping
around the house. Bring your husbands.

The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has been canceled due to a conflict.

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community. Smile at someone who is hard to
love. Say "Hell" to someone who doesn't care much about you.

Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.

Miss Charlene Mason sang "l will not pass this way again," giving obvious pleasure to the
congregation.

For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir.
They need all the help they can get.
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The Rector will preach his farewell message after
which the choir will sing: "Break Forth Into o Joy."

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship
that began in their school days.

A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in
the church hall. Music will follow.

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic
will be "What Is Hell?" Come early and listen to our choir practice.

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members and to
the
deterioration of some older ones.

Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles
and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children.

Please place your donation in the envelope along
with the deceased person you want remembered.

The church will host an evening of fine dining,
super entertainment and gracious hostility.

Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and
medication to follow.

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the basement
on Friday afternoon.

This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing
in the park across from the Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.

Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 AM. All ladies are invited to lunch in t he
Fellowship Hall after the B. S. is done.

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the
congregation would lend him their electric girdles
for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.

The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7
PM. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church... Please use large double
door at the side entrance.

The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new tithing campaign slogan last Sunday: "I Upped
My Pledge - Up Yours"
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Subject: Rocket science
Sometimes it DOES take a Rocket Scientist!

Scientists at NASA built a gun specifically to launch dead chickens at the windshields of
airliners, military jets and the space shuttle, all traveling at maximum velocity. The idea is to
simulate the frequent incidents of collisions with airborne fowl to test the strength of the
windshields.

British engineers heard about the gun and were eager to test it on the windshields of their new
high speed trains. Arrangements were made, and a gun was sent to the British engineers. When
the gun was fired, the engineers stood shocked . . .as the chicken hurled out of the barrel,
crashed into the shatterproof shield, smashed it to smithereens, blasted through the control
console, snapped the engineer's back-rest in two and embedded itself in the back wall of the
cabin, like an arrow shot from a bow.

The horrified Brits sent NASA the disastrous results of the experiment, along with the designs
of the windshield and begged the US scientists for suggestions.

[You're going to love this...... a real Forrest Gump moment]
NASA responded with a one-line memo: "Defrost the chicken."

You can have brilliant ideas, but if you can't get them across, your ideas won't get you anywhere.
Lee lacocca

So, what's the point? Pastors, you may think you are preaching sound doctrine, but what is the
congregation hearing?

Charlie Rose once asked Louis Rukeyser, whose long-running Wall Street Week was watched
by millions, whether they had investments or not, what the secret to his success was. Without
hesitation, he said, "Three things:

1. Speak plain English;
2. know what you are talking about;
3. do it with 'flair.™
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that |

have commanded you. ..
Matt. 28: 19-20

Mr. Rukeyser's "secrets of success" are good advice for any who wish to fulfill Christ's Great
Commission.
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Speak Plain English

* Are people "basically good"?
* |s salvation a cooperative process?
* Was Christ's death a universal door, so faith
doesn't matter any more?
* Has God ceased to be sovereign?
* Can we lose our salvation?

Does your church offer clear, unequivocal answers to these basic questions? Are the sermons
preached in a way that even non-"church" people can understand? What good does it do to take
the Gospel into all the world if the world doesn't understand what you are trying to say?

I urge all Church leaders to equip the saints with TULIP. There is no clearer way to explain
how lost sinners become eternally secure saints.

Know What You Are Talking About

aThese who have turned the world upside down have come here too."
Acts 17: 6

"The meanest peasant, once called of God, felt within him a strength stronger than the might of
kings. In the mighty elevation of the masses embodied in the Calvinistic doctrines of election and
grace, lay the germs of the modern principles of human equality."

John Richard Green

Christians can turn the world upside down IF they understand the Gospel. We are told that
retiring Executive Director of the PCUSA, John Detterick, repeatedly urged the General Assembly
Council to make evangelism its priority. But what good does it do to have evangelism as a priority
if you don't know what the essential tenets of the Gospel are? No one is going to be attracted to
a church that doesn't know what it believes.

The beauty of TULIP is its simplicity. There are other ways to make the same points. TULIP is
certainly not all there is to the Gospel. But almost every saint can understand, remember, and
share --

Total depravity. People are not basically good; they are totally incapable of holy living apart
from Christ.

Unconditional election. There is nothing anyone can do to earn God's favor. Salvation is a free
gift.

Limited atonement. Christ's death on the cross was completely sufficient to pay the price for
the sins of God's covenant people. It was limited in scope, but not limited in power to save.

Irresistible grace. God is sovereign. All God's covenant people will be divinely drawn to Christ.

Perseverance of the saints. No one will ever lose the free gift of salvation.

Does it matter where this acronym came from? Should we not focus on these truths because
there are other truths, too? Of course not. Equip the saints with TULIP and they will want
to learn the rest. Deny equipping the saints with TULIP and probably nothing you say will make
much sense.

Do It With "Flair"

How is it, James, that so many doctrinally good churches are so awfully boring in worship?

Long sermons are more often than not a sign of poor preparation.(It is no accident that most
TV shows have a commercial every 15 minutes; that is about as long as the average person's
attention span.) The fact that people will sit through long, poorly organized sermons is not a
mandate to preach long, poorly organized sermons.
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Pastors, preach the Gospel with flair. Too many preach on subjects which the congregation
finds interesting instead of making the Gospel interesting.

Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will
heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables.

I Tim. 4: 2-4

If people weren't interested in spiritual questions, your newspaper wouldn't have a religion
section, or run daily horoscopes. Knowing God's plan for my life, and knowing where | am going
to spend eternity are questions people want answered. If their pastor won't answer them, they
will look elsewhere.

Dear Lord,
Give us Pastors who know what they are talking and tell it to us clearly, please!
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen



Our Word, Our Character

Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, “You shall not swear falsely, but
shall perform your oaths to the Lord."' But | say to you, do not swear at all: neither by
heaven, for it is God's throne; nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem,
for it is the city of the great King. Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot
make one hair white or black. But let your Yes' be “Yes,' and your 'No,"' ‘No.' For whatever
is more than these is from the evil one.

Matt. 5: 33-37

If we are strong, our strength will speak for itself. If we are weak, words will be of no help.
John F. Kennedy

A man died and went to Heaven. As he stood in front of the Pearly Gates, He saw a huge wall
of clocks behind him. He asked, "What are all those clocks?"

St. Peter answered, "Those are Lie-Clocks. Everyone on earth has a Lie-Clock. Every time you
lie the hands on your clock move."

"Oh", said the man. "Whose clock is that?"

"That's Mother Teresa's", replied St. Peter. "The hands have never moved, indicating that she
never told a lie."

"Incredible”, said the man. "And whose clock is that one?"

St. Peter responded, "That's Abraham Lincoln's clock. The hands have moved twice, telling us
that Abraham told only two lies in his entire life."

"Where's [insert your least favorite politician] clock?" asked the man. " clock is in Jesus'
office. He's using it as a ceiling fan.”

In this sermon to His disciples, Jesus often reminds them of things they should already know.
As Jews, they had been taught that they had an obligation to be truthful at all times. The rabbis
said:

The world stands fast on three things: on justice; on truth; and on peace.

Four persons are shut out from the presence of God: the scoffer; the hypocrite; the liar; and the
slanderer.

One who has given his word and who changes it is as bad as an idolater.

The Old Testament repeatedly emphasized the need for truthfulness. Two of the Ten
Commandments deal with truthfulness.

You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him
guiltless who takes His name in vain.
Ex. 20: 7

This command isn't about using profanity; it is a warning against using God's name when
making an oath one does not intend to keep.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
Ex. 20: 16

When a Jew gave his word, it became a sacred duty to perform what he promised, regardless
of the consequences. Read the story of Jephthah in Judges 11.
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If a man makes a vow to the LORD, or swears an oath to bind himself by some agreement,
he shall not break his word; he shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth.
Num. 30: 2

No, Jesus isn't teaching His disciples anything new: A person's character is defined by his
word. But, as usual, Jesus takes this to a higher standard.

But | say to you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God's throne; nor by the
earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. Nor shall
you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black.

It takes 20 years to build a reputation and five minutes to lose it.
Warren Buffet

First, He wants us, His disciples, never to give our word frivolously.
| swear to God, that snake was 6 feet long!

On my mother's grave, Officer, that light was yellow!

May lightning strike me if | am not telling the truth!

If your character is well established, swearing is unnecessary. Far too many people use sacred
language in a meaningless way.

By the words we use, we often inadvertently undermine our own credibility.
Let me be honest with you. . .

To tell the truth . . .

Honestly and truly . . .

Was everything else we said dishonest, and untrue?

But let your "Yes' be “Yes,' and your 'No,' ‘No.' For whatever is more than these is from the
evil one.
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Jesus wants His disciples credible. He wants our character above reproach. He wants us to
say what we mean and mean what we say.

do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God's throne; nor by the earth, for it is His
footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. Nor shall you swear by
your head, because you cannot make one hair white or black.

You know how some people will make a promise, but have their fingers crossed. This excuses
them from having to keep that promise. Yeah, right. The Jews of Jesus time felt that if God's
name was invoked, He became a "partner” in the vow. These vows had to be fulfiled. However,
if you could make it sound like you were invoking the Almighty, but not actually saying His name,
you were not obligated to fulfill the promise. So they would swear by heaven, or earth, or
Jerusalem, or on their own head. It was just like making a promise with one's fingers crossed.
Jesus forbids His disciples from such duplicity.

If we are Christians, God is part of everything we do, whether we invoke His name or not. We
do not have godly areas and non-godly areas of our lives. If we are Christians at worship on
Sunday, we are also Christians at work on Monday, or socializing on the weekends. Everything
we say and do, and everywhere we say it or do it, reflects on our relationship with God.
Consequently, every promise we make, because we are Christians, is a sacred promise.

This command lays two obligations on us as Christians:

1. Our character should be such that no one would think it necessary to ask us to take an oath.

2. We must make certain that our simple yes or no is sufficient to assure anyone that we will do
what we say we will do. Nothing more is needed.

People will judge our character by our words. People will judge our Lord by us.

O Thou who has ordered this wondrous world, and who knowest all things in earth and heaven:
So fill our hearts with trust in Thee that by day and by night, at all times and in all places,
we may without fear say what we mean and mean what we say.

May who we are give glory to our Lord and Savior,

Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.

Amen
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Beyond Retaliation

You have heard that it was said, "An eye for an eye and a tooth for atooth." But I tell you
not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to
him also. If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak
also. And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two. Give to him who asks
you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away.

Matt. 5: 38-42

'An eye for eye,' carried to its logical conclusion,
would leave everyone blind.
OGD

Jesus taught His disciples that retaliation was self-destructive. He illustrates His point with
three examples.

whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. . .

Most of us are right-handed. In order for a right-handed person to slap someone on the right
cheek, he would have to do it with the back of his hand. To a Jew, this is doubly insulting to
being slapped with the palm side of the hand. Jesus' point is simply this: No matter how insulting
someone is toward you, don't come down to his level.

Look at all the insults hurled at Jesus:

The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Look, a glutton and a winebibber,
a friend of tax collectors and sinners!' But wisdom is justified by her children.®
Matt. 11: 19

Jesus is teaching His disciples to be like Him. Do not react to every insult; do not hang on to
every resentment; and never seek retaliation. Jesus understood the wisdom behind a line from a
Brenda Lee song: While you're throwing mud at me, you@e only losing ground.

If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your cloak also.

The tunic was a long, sack-like inner garment, usually made from cotton. Even the poorest
people would several own tunics. The cloak was the blanket-like outer garment which people
wore as robes by day, and covers by night. Most people had only one cloak. Under Jewish law,
a tunic could be used as collateral, but not the cloak.

If you take your neighbor's cloak as a pledge, return it to him by sunset, because his
cloak is the only covering he has for his body. What else will he sleep in? When he cries
out to me, | will hear, for | am compassionate.

Ex. 22: 26-27

The right to do something does not mean that doing it is right.
William Safir

Too often people let their rights become barriers to their relationships. Jesus is teaching His
disciples that it is better to give away the only thing which will keep you warm at night than to
erect an obstacle which would separate us from another.

Priorities only matter when they are practiced.
Nathan Currey

When our rights have a higher priority than our relationships, we aren't acting like Jesus.
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whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him two.

Israel was an occupied country. At any time, a Roman could compel a Jew to carry his
baggage, or anything else. Remember Simon of Cyrene? A Roman soldier compelled him to
carry Jesus' cross.

Jesus is teaching His disciples to do what is required of them -- us -- without
resentment. Even if the job is cruel and unreasonable, go the extra mile.

It was the least | could do.

There are always two ways to approach a task: begrudgingly, doing the absolute least
possible to get it done, the whole time resenting what | have to do.

There used to be a cartoon character named H.R. Puffinstuff. His motto was: | can't do too
little because | can't do too much. A person with this mind set approaches all chores with this
attitude: This is something | want to do.

There is a world of difference between looking upon today's agenda with an | want to rather
than an | have to attitude. Christ is glorified when His disciples do even the most unreasonable
jobs with an | want to attitude.

Jesus wants His disciples to resist the temptation to retaliate when offended; to put
relationships ahead of rights; and to approach even the worst of jobs willingly, not begrudgingly.

Always do right.
This will gratify some people
and astonish the rest.
Mark Twain

But, that's just not natural; that's not the way normal people act!

That's the point! No one ruled by his old, sinful nature would ever behave like this. People who
are seeking their own glory would never behave this way. Only those born-again to a New Life in
Christ would ever, could ever, act this way. Only those seeking to glorify Jesus by acting like Him
would behave like this.

Andy Capp and his wife, Flo, are having an argument. Andy's pal, Chalky, is outside listening.
Finally, Flo says, I'm sorry.

Andy joins Chalky outside. Chalky says, You know, it takes a big person to apologize when
she's wrong.

Andy responds, Yeah, and an even bigger one to apologize when she isn't.

Jesus wants His disciples to be bigger people. That's how others will know we are His
disciples.
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COFFEE CUPS

A group of alumni, highly established in their careers, got together to visit their old university
professor. Conversation soon turned into complaints about stress in work and life. Offering his
guests coffee, the professor went to the kitchen and returned with a large pot of coffee and an
assortment of cups - porcelain, plastic, glass, crystal, some plain looking, some expensive, some
exquisite - telling them to help themselves to the coffee.

When all the students had a cup of coffee in hand, the professor said: "If you noticed, all the
nice looking expensive cups were taken up, leaving behind the plain and cheap ones. While it is
normal for you to want only the best for yourselves, that is the source of your problems and
stress. Be assured that the cup itself adds no quality to the coffee. In most cases it is just more
expensive and in some cases even hides what we drink. What all of you really wanted was
coffee, not the cup, but you consciously went for the best cups... And then you began eyeing
each other's cups.

-Now consider this: Life is the coffee; the jobs, money and position in society are the
cups. They are just tools to hold and contain Life and the type of cup we have does not define,
nor change the quality of Life we live. Sometimes, by concentrating only on the cup, we fail to
enjoy the coffee God has provided us."

God brews the coffee, not the cups.....
Enjoy your coffee!

"The most blessed people
don't have the best of everything.
They just make the best of everything."

Live simply
Love generously
Care deeply
Speak kindly
Leave the rest to God
You are the miracle, my friend
Your life either shines a light or casts a shadow.

"Dream...Hope...Believe"

A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another; as | have loved you, that
you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love
for one another.

John 13: 34-35

Almighty and most merciful Father,
Grant that Jesus our Lord may be formed in us,
In all humility, patience, and absolute surrender of our souls and bodies
To Thy holy will and pleasure,
So that is every circumstance we may act like Jesus,
To whom be all glory, now and forever!
Amen
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Tough Love

aYou have heard that it was said, "You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But
| say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate
you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons
of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward
have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your brethren
only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? Therefore
you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.
Matt. 5: 43-48

We must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.
John F. Kennedy

This passage sums up like no other the Christian ethic of personal relationships. What is Jesus
teaching us to do when He says, love your enemies?

Without getting too technical, it is necessary for our understanding of this passage to
remember that there are four words for love in the Greek language.

1. Storge. Family love. This is the love of a parent for a child.

2. Eros. Romantic love. This is the love of a man for a woman.

3. Philia. Brotherly love. This is the warm affection of true friendship.
4. Agape. Unconquerable goodwill. This is the word used here.

Jesus does not ask us to love our enemies as we love our children, spouse, or dearest friends.
That would not make sense, even if it were possible, which it isn't. So what's the difference?

The first three forms of love are all matters of the heart. They are almost unconscious,
spontaneous feelings. The good parent doesn't have to think about loving his child; a young man
or woman speaks of falling in love with the loved one; and the affection we feel for a dear friend
never requires a moment's thought. But agape is different.

To feel unconquerable goodwill for someone who may want to do us harm takes more than
heart; it takes a conscious discipline. Such feelings do not come naturally. The only way to
achieve such an attitude is through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Only those born again
spiritually can love with an agape love.

Let's consider some things agape does not mean.

*It does not mean we have to like the person.

*It does not mean we have to allow him to do whatever he wants to us. (Demeaning me
demeans you; and because | agape you, | will not allow you to demean me.)

*It does not mean we do not correct and/or punish someone just because we practice agape.
(When that is necessary, it must not be retributive, but remedial.)

In this passage, Jesus is teaching us about personal relationships. This is not intended to be
an ethic for international diplomacy. Often it is easier to apply these words to the Big Picture than
it is to apply them to an annoying neighbor, an irritating co-worker, or an obnoxious client. When
we read these words, our foremost thought should be: He is talking to me. Today. About

Unlike the other forms of love, agape demands thought and discipline. It won't come naturally;
it won't be easy.

Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.

Jesus sums up His ethics lesson with an astounding statement: We must be perfect like God!
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Once again, understanding the Greek word used here is helpful. The word is teleios. It does
not mean abstract perfection; it means end, goal, purpose. Non-believers are capable of loving
their children, their mates, and their friends. But only a regenerated soul is capable of agape,
having a godly purpose.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away;
behold, all things have become new. Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to
Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them,

and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we
implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.
Il Cor. 5: 17-20

This is our end, our goal, our purpose: To do God's work.
The defining mark of every Christian is his agape for others.

A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another; as | have loved you, that
you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love
for one another.

John 13: 34-35

Keep us from sin, Father;
give us rule over our spirits;
prevent us from speaking unadvisedly.
May we live together in peace and holy agape.
Give us grace to deny ourselves,
to take up our cross daily,
and to follow in the steps of our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ.
In His name we pray.
Amen
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How Not to Pray

aAnd when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in
the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men.
Assuredly, | say to you, they have their reward. But you, when you pray, go into your
room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place;
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. And when you pray, do not use
vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many
words.
aTherefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before
you ask Him.
Matt. 6: 5-8

[Without making too much of this, isn't it interesting that Jesus taught His disciples about
stewardship before He taught them to pray?]

And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites.
How NOT to Pray

Someone said, If you wait until you go to bed at night to pray, you run the risk of becoming
"sack- religious." The first lesson in how NOT to pray is don't let your prayer life become a mere
habit. Think when you pray. Don't let your grace before meals, or your evening prayers be
something you say without thinking.

There is nothing wrong with using written prayers. But merely reading the words is not
praying. Again, think about the words of the written prayer; make them your own. The second
lesson in how NOT to pray is don't let your prayers become too formalized.

It is good to set aside certain times for prayer. But we live in a real world. It is not always
appropriate to stop what we are doing so that we can pray at a given time. The third lesson in
how NOT to pray is don't let the clock dictate your prayer life. Let prayer be natural. We can
quietly offer a prayer at any moment. We don't have to stop what we are doing; we don't have to
fold our hands or even bow our heads.

It's good to have a quiet place to go to pray. But we can pray anywhere. You don't need to go
to the chapel in the hospital to pray for a sick friend; you don't have to wait to get to the sanctuary
to pray. The fourth lesson in how NOT to pray is don't let geography dictate your prayer life. The
silent prayer offered when needed is always heard.

The fifth lesson in how NOT to pray is don't confuse volume with sincerity. God is not
impressed with long-winded prayers. If you have an hour for prayer, don't fill it up with just your
words. Let God have a chance to speak to you. It is always beneficial to allow time to hear that
still, small voice. It is too easy to confuse verbosity with piety, and Elizabethan English with
devotion.

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our minds by the inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
Thee
and worthily magnify Thy holy name.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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The Lord's Prayer

In this manner, therefore, pray:

Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come.

Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.

And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Matt. 6: 9-13

Don't pray when it rains if you don't pray when the sun shines.
Satchel Paige

We all know this prayer as The Lord's Prayer; but it might be more accurate if we called it the
Disciples' Prayer. This is the prayer Jesus taught His disciples to pray. It is not a child® prayer;
nor is it a family prayer, unless we mean God® forever family. The Lord's Prayer can only really
be prayed when the one who is praying knows the Lord and understands what he is saying when
he offers this prayer.

The order of the petitions is very important. The first three petitions have to do with God and
His glory; the second three have to do with our needs. God first; us second.

Hallowed be Your name.
The very first thing every Christian should pray for is a life that hallows our God. May all that
we say, think and do show our complete respect for our Heavenly Father.

Your kingdom come.

It is only human -- that is, sinful old nature -- to spend our energies building up our own
kingdoms. In our prayer life, our second thought should be how we can help promote and extend
God® Kingdom.

Your will be done
What is God® will for your life? That is the real point to prayer, discovering why God created
us and what He wants us to do (Eph. 2: 10).

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you.
Matt. 6: 33

It is only when God is given the proper place in our lives that everything else takes its proper
place. Prayer should never be used to talk God into doing what we want; rather, it is the
discipline saints should use to bring our lives into harmony with the will of God for us.

The second set of petitions dealing with our human needs form a marvelous unity. First, we
ask for bread.
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Give us this day our daily bread.

Bread represents all that is necessary to maintain life now. This petition brings our present
needs to our Heavenly Father.

And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.

When we ask our God for forgiveness, we are bringing our past actions to Him.

And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.

When we ask our God for help with our temptations, we are committing our future to Him.

In these three petitions, Jesus teaches His disciples to lay the present, past, and future in the
hands of God.

Father, Son and Holy Spirit

But this prayer does even more than teach us to bring all of life to God. It also teaches us to
bring all of God into our lives. When we pray for bread, that request directs our thoughts to God
the Father, the Creator and Sustainer of Life. When we ask for forgiveness, that request takes us
to God the Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, Savior and Redeemer. When we petition for help with
future temptations, we are asking God the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, llluminator, Guide and
Guardian, to help us.

In the most concise and amazing way, Jesus teaches us to take the past, present and future,
the whole of our lives, and present them to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. All aspects of our
life to the Three Persons of God.

Letus pray. ..

Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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Hallowing God's Name

Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Matt. 6: 9

Earth's crammed with Heaven,

And every common bush afire with God;
But only he who sees, takes off his shoes,
The rest sit around it and pluck the blackberries.

Elizabeth Barrett Browning

The first thing Jesus teaches His disciples to pray for is the grace to hallow God's name. Since
most of us pray this prayer at least weekly, we had better know what it is we are praying for. The
Greek word translated hallowed is hagiazesthai. It means to treat a person or thing as hagios.
Hagios is most often translated holy, but also means separate or different. What we are praying
for here is the grace to treat God® name differently from other names.

To the Hebrew mind, name means much more than just an identifying designation; it means
one® nature and character -- the essential personality.

And those who know Your name will put their trust in You. ..
Ps. 9:10

The Psalmist isn®suggesting that merely knowing the name Yahweh or Jehovah is grounds for
trusting Him. When you understand God® nature, character, and personality, you will understand
why you can trust Him.

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses;
But we will remember the name of the LORD our God.
Ps. 20: 7

God® name is not a magic talisman to ward off evil. But faith in His nature and character is our
source of Hope.

Hallowed be Your name. . .

When we lift this petition, we are praying to be enabled to give to our Heavenly Father the
unigue place in our lives which His holy personality demands and deserves.
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It is increasingly difficult to hallow God when we are shackled by a need to be politically
correct. The deity who has revealed Himself in the Bible is not the same one who is revealed in
Koran, or any other sacred texts. We do not all worship the same "god" but with different names.
To hallow our Heavenly Father's name is to recognize first and foremost that He is different,
separate, holy from all other purported "gods." There are at least four essentials in hallowing
God's name.

1. We must believe God exists. Nowhere in the Bible is there any attempt to prove God's
existence. That is because the people in the Bible knew God personally. They experienced Him
every day in their lives.
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Once upon a time, a man found a watch. He had never before seen such a thing, so he took it
apart to see what "made it tick." Logically, what conclusion do you think such a thorough
examination would bring? All these parts came together from the vast ends of the universe
randomly, formed themselves randomly, and now keep perfect time? Of course not! The logical
conclusion is: | have found a watch; there must be a watch-maker.

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because what may
be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. For since the creation
of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that
are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because,
although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became
futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
Rom. 1: 18-21

The total depravity of humanity is seen in the inability to look upon creation and see the hand
of God. The regenerated soul looks upon the natural order and sees the Creator.

2. To hallow God we must know what kind of Person He is. One would never hallow the gods
of Greek mythology. Their characters do not warrant it. But the God of the Bible is holy, just, and
loving. His character demands and deserves to be hallowed.

3. To hallow God requires a constant awareness of His presence. That means recognizing
that our Heavenly Father is Lord of all aspects of life. His will determines how we work, play, and
conduct ourselves at home, or anywhere else. God is not hallowed when our awareness of Him
is spasmodic.
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You cannot play with the animal in you without becoming wholly animal, play with falsehood
without forfeiting your right to truth, play with cruelty without losing your sensitivity of mind.
He who wants to keep his garden tidy doesn't reserve a plot for weeds.

Dag Hammarskjold

We cannot hallow God and exclude Him from any part of our lives.

4. Finally, we hallow our Heavenly Father by obeying Him.

Q: What do we pray for in the first petition?

A: In the first petition (which is, Hallowed be thy name) we pray, That God would enable us and
others to glorify him in all that whereby he maketh himself known, and that he would dispose all
things to his own glory.

Westminster Shorter Catechism

If we really believe God exists, and we understand what kind of God He is, and that He is Lord
over all Creation, we will still not hallow Him unless and until we obey His will.

To know that God is, to know what kind of God He is, to be constantly aware of His presence,

and to be faithfully obedient to His will -- that is how we hallow His name, the way His nature and
character demands and deserves.

Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
In Jesus' name, we pray.
Amen
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The Kingdom
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Matt. 6: 10
Life is not easy for any of us. But what of that? We must have perseverance and, above all,
confidence in ourselves. We must believe that we are gifted for something, and that this thing, at
whatever cost, must be attained.
Marie Curie
The Kingdom of God was central to Jesus' ministry.
Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of God. ..
Mark 1: 14
Teaching us about the Kingdom of God was one of the primary purposes of the Incarnation.
The Kingdom
... but He said to them, 2l must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also,
because for this purpose | have been sent.®
Luke 4: 43
Jesus' life was a living demonstration of the Kingdom of God.

Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through every city and village, preaching and
bringing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with Him. . .
Luke 8: 1
We can't understand the Christian faith unless and until we understand the Kingdom of God.

Jesus taught us that there are three dimensions to the Kingdom: Past, present, and future.

There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out.

Luke 13: 28

The Kingdom has always existed. The saints of the past were citizens of it.

... nor will they say, ‘See here!' or "See there!" For indeed, the kingdom of God is within

you.°

Luke 17: 21

The Kingdom is a present reality. Today's saints are citizens of it.

Your kingdom come.

There are aspects of the Kingdom which will be realized in the future. That is why Jesus
taught His disciples to pray for it to come.

To understand how the Kingdom of God can be past, present, and future, we must take notice
of the fact that this petition is two-fold:
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Your kingdom come.
Your will be done

The Kingdom of God exists where God's will is done. To pray for God's Kingdom is to pray to
do God's will.

The Will
Your will be done

DAILY MIRROR (28TH SEPT 1995)

Another armed robber, jailed for eight years in Argentina,
decided to hire a private detective to trace the father he
never met. The detective discovered the man's father was the
warden of the prison in which he was incarcerated.

Our attitude towards God's will makes all the difference. Is His will something to which we are
resigned; something we resent; or something we embrace gratefully?

God has revealed His will to us in Scripture so that we will obey it. Attitude is everything. How
we pray Your will be done makes all the difference in the world.

Praying like Chicago Cubs fans

We may pray this petition with an attitude of defeated resignation. We accept God's will
because we have no other choice. Maybe things will be better for us next year.

Praying like New York Yankees fans

We may pray this petition with an attitude of bitter resentment. We don't like God's will. We
have no choice but to wait for next year, but we don't like it.

Assuming that Jesus was neither a Cubs' or Yankees' fan (that may be a stretch for some of
you), we must assume that the attitude He had in mind for His disciples was one of love and
trust. When we pray for God's will to be done, we do so assured of two things:

1. His wisdom. God is the expert in Life. His Word is the infallible rule of faith and life. When
we obey His will, we can rest assured that His guidance will always lead us to Life's best.

2. His love. We believe that our Heavenly Father has our best interests at heart.

He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things?
Rom. 8: 32

We can't believe in Christ's intentional atonement and doubt the love of God. Attitude Is
everything!

Jerry was the kind of guy you love to hate. He was always in a good mood and always had
something positive to say. When someone would ask him how he was doing, he would reply, "If |
were any better, | would be twins!"

He was a unique manager because he had several waiters who had followed him around from
restaurant to restaurant. The reason the waiters followed Jerry was because of his attitude. He
was a natural motivator. If an employee was having a bad day, Jerry was there telling the
employee how to look on the positive side of the situation.
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Seeing this style really made me curious, so one day | went up to Jerry and asked him, "I don't
get it! You can't be a positive person all of the time. How do you do it?"

Jerry replied, "Each morning | wake up and say to myself, 'Jerry, you have two choices today.
You can choose to be in a good mood or you can choose to be in a bad mood.' | choose to be in
a good mood. Each time something bad happens, | can choose to be a victim or | can choose to
learn from it. | choose to learn from it. Every time someone comes to me complaining, | can
choose to accept their complaining or | can point out the positive side of life. | choose the positive
side of life."

"Yeah, right, it's not that easy," | protested.

"Yes, itis," Jerry said. "Life is all about choices. When you cut away all the junk, every situation
is a choice. You choose how you react to situations. You choose how people will affect your
mood. You choose to be in a good mood or bad mood. The bottom line: It's your choice how you
live life."

| reflected on what Jerry said. Soon thereafter, | left the restaurant industry to start my own
business. We lost touch, but | often thought about him when | made a choice about life instead of
reacting to it.

Several years later, | heard that Jerry did something you are never supposed to do in a
restaurant business: he left the back door open one morning and was held up at gunpoint by
three armed robbers. While trying to open the safe, his hand, shaking from nervousness, slipped
off the combination. The robbers panicked and shot him.

Luckily, Jerry was found relatively quickly and rushed to the local trauma center. After 18 hours
of surgery and weeks of intensive care, Jerry was released from the hospital with fragments of
the bullets still in his body.

| saw Jerry about six months after the accident. When | asked him how he was, he replied, "If |
were any better, I'd be twins. Wanna see my scars?" | declined to see his wounds, but did ask
him what had gone through his mind as the robbery took place.

"The first thing that went through my mind was that | should have locked the back door," Jerry
replied.

"Then, as | lay on the floor, | remembered that | had two choices: | could choose to live, or |
could choose to die. | chose to live."

"Weren't you scared? Did you lose consciousness?" | asked.

Jerry continued, "The paramedics were great. They kept telling me | was going to be fine. But
when they wheeled me into the emergency room and | saw the expressions on the faces of the
doctors and nurses, | got really scared. In their eyes, | read, 'He's a dead man.' "l knew | needed
to take action."

"What did you do?" | asked.

"Well, there was a big, burly nurse shouting questions at me," said Jerry.

"She asked if | was allergic to anything. 'Yes,' | replied. The doctors and nurses stopped
working as they waited for my reply. | took a deep breath and yelled, 'Bullets!
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Over their laughter, | told them. 'l am choosing to live. Operate on me as if | am alive, not
dead."

Jerry lived thanks to the skill of his doctors, but also because of his amazing attitude. | learned
from him that every day we have the choice to live fully.

Attitude, after all, is everything.

O Thou in whom all the saints trusted and were not put to confusion, rid our hearts now of all vain
anxieties and paralyzing fears. Give us a cheerful and buoyant spirit and peace in doing Thy will.
In Jesus' name we pray.

Amen
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Bread

Give us this day our daily bread.
Matt. 6: 11

Learn to differentiate between what is truly important and what can be dealt with at another time.
Mia Hamm
God cares about our physical needs.

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the
people.

Matt. 9: 35

Jesus cared about the health of people.
Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, and seeing a great multitude coming toward Him, He said to
Philip, 2Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?°
John 6: 5
Jesus cared when people were hungry.
Christianity, when practiced rightly, addresses every aspect of our lives.
daily bread
If you believe that feeling bad or worrying long enough will change a past or future event, then
you are residing on another planet with a different reality system.

William James

This petition teaches us to seek God's help with the job that is before us today. It guides us
away from useless guilt and worry which overtakes us when we fail to trust God.

Praying for daily bread keeps life in perspective. God is the Source of our life. Praying only for
daily bread keeps God at the forefront of our lives.

This petition also reminds us how prayer works. Our prayers and our efforts go hand-in-hand.

God gives talent; work transforms talent into genius.
Anna Pavlova

When we pray for our daily bread, we recognize two great truths: Without God, we can do
nothing; and God expects us to use what He has given us.

No matter what accomplishments you achieve, somebody helps you.
Althea Gibson

| want to use my years of experience on Wall Street to help Christians use the talents God has
given them as wisely as possible to get their daily bread. The Old Gray Dog Foundation will begin
offering a new ministry to anyone who needs it: Financial counseling. (I will not recommend one
financial institution over another; but | will help you find the one which best suits your needs.)



*Your 401k offers options; if you would like suggestions on which ones are most appropriate for
you, | will assist you.

*You want to save for the educational needs of your children or grandchildren. Is a 529 plan
your best choice? A UGMA? A Cloverdale? | can help.

*You want your savings to work harder, but you don't understand the investments brokers want
to sell you. | do; and | can point you in the right direction . . . or at least give you an educated
opinion.

*When buying a new home, what type of mortgage is best for you, 10 year; 15 year; 30 year;
ARM or fixed-rate? This is a decision you will live with, month in and month out; make it a well-
informed one.

People who won't use their God-given talents wisely will never have enough.

O Lord of all power and might, Preserver of all Thy creatures:
Keep us this day in health of body and soundness of mind,
in purity of heart and cheerfulness of spirit,
in contentment with our lot and charity with our neighbor;
and further all our endeavors with Thy blessing.

In our labor strengthen us;
in our pleasure purity us;
in our difficulties direct us;
in our perils defend us;
in our troubles comfort us;
supply all our needs according to the riches of Thy grace in Christ Jesus our Lord;
and help us to appreciate when we have enough.

In His name we pray.

Amen
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Forgiveness

And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
aFor if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.
But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.
Matt. 6: 12, 14-15

One of the hardest things in this world is to admit you are wrong.
And nothing is more helpful in resolving a situation than a frank admission.
Benjamin Disraeli

Before we can honestly pray for forgiveness, we must believe that we need to be forgiven. We
cannot experience forgiveness and maintain an opinion that we are basically good people. The
starting point for every Christian is an acceptance of our total depravity. Before we can fully

appreciate God's grace, we must understand our unworthiness. Before we can understand
Christ's sacrifice, we need to understand our sinfulness.

Before we can experience forgiveness, we must have a sense of sin.

The New Testament uses five different words for sin, each one shedding a little more light on
our total depravity.

Opheilema is the word Jesus used in the Lord's Prayer. It means debt. Sin is a failure to pay a
debt which is due.

No matter what accomplishments you achieve, somebody helps you.
Althea Gibson

Is there any one of us who is not indebted to another in some way?

Hamaritia is the most common word for sin. Originally, this was an archery term; it meant
missing the mark. Sin is a failure to be what we might have been.

There is nothing with which every man is so afraid as getting to know
how enormously much he is capable of doing.
Soren Kierkegaard

Is there any one of us who can say he is living up to his full potential?
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Parabasis literally means stepping across. Sin is stepping across the line between right and
wrong.

We can pretend we have never stepped across the line, but we would only be deceiving
ourselves.

Paraptoma means slipping across. Not all our slips are deliberate. We can, and do, sin
inadvertently. This is the sin of impulse and emotion. This is the sin of lost control.

The best of us can, and does, sin the moment we let our guard down. It is a function of our
totally depraved human nature.

Anomia means lawlessness. This is the sin of a person who knows what is right, and yet does
the wrong. Itis a sign of our total depravity that we do what we like. The speed limit is 40, but we
would like to get to where we are going more quickly, so we go 50. Even if we were able to say

we had never broken any of the Ten Commandments, is there any one who can honestly say he
hadn't thought about breaking one?

Ouir first parents, begin seduced by the subtlety and temptations of Satan, sinned in eating the
forbidden fruit. This their sin God was pleased, according to his wise and holy counsel, to permit,
having purposed to order it to his own glory.

By this sin they fell from their original righteousness and communion with God, and so became
dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all the faculties and parts of soul and body.

They being the root of mankind, the guilt of this sin was imputed, and the same death in sin and
corrupted nature conveyed to all their posterity, descending from them by original generation.

From this original corruption, whereby we are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to
all good, and wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all actual transgressions.

This corruption of nature, during this life, doth remain in those that are regenerated; and although
it be through Christ pardoned and mortified, yet both itself, and all the motions thereof, are truly
and properly sin.

Every sin, both original and actual, being a transgression of the righteous law of God, and
contrary thereunto, doth, in its own nature, bring guilt upon the sinner, whereby he is bound over
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to the wrath of God, and curse of the law, and so made subject to death, with all miseries
spiritual, temporal, and eternal.
Westminster Confession

And forgive us our debts

Sin is a condition which affects everyone of us. We may be outwardly respectable; but inwardly
we are debtors, deserving of God's wrath. Until we come to grips with our total depravity, we will
never experience forgiveness.

Gracious Father, help and prosper us in our daily walk.
Defend us from inward evil and outward harm so that when this day is ended,
it may not leave us in sorrow, strife, or shame.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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Forgiveness. . . On Whose Terms?

And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.
But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.
Matt. 6: 12, 14-15

A great many people think they are thinking when they are really rearranging their prejudices.
Edward R. Murrow

Be careful what you pray for . . . you might get it! This is good advice to any praying this
petition.

And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.

Do we really want to be forgiven as we forgive others? Literally, the meaning here is: Forgive
us in proportion to how we forgive others. Our experience of God's forgiving grace is in direct
proportion to our forgiving others. It is very difficult to receive the blessed gift of forgiveness if we
harbor a hard heart toward others.

Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let
him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy
manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.
| Cor. 11: 27-29

Scripture teaches us to respect our spiritual blessings. We should not receive holy communion
in an unworthy manner. Neither should we expect to experience the peace and comfort of
forgiveness if we are unforgiving. It does not mean that the blessings are not real; it does mean
that our hard hearts prevent us from receiving them. When we deny others what we would
receive from God, we deny ourselves the blessing.

If we are to experience the peace and comfort of divine forgiveness, three things are
necessary.

First, we must learn to understand others. However foolish, however misguided, people do
things for a reason. Forgiving others is much easier if we understand why they did the things
they did. This is not condoning their behavior; it is understanding it.

Second, we must learn to forget. That old adage, | forgive, but | can't forget, is a major
obstacle to experiencing God's forgiveness. Harboring hurts prevents healing. We should never
forget the wrongs we have done others; we should never stop trying to make amends, except
when to do so would cause more hurt. But we need to let go of the memories of sins committed
against us . . . if we want to experience the peace and comfort of divine forgiveness.

Third, we must learn to practice agape. Agape is unnatural, disciplined benevolence toward
others. It is not the sappy, sentimental emotion so often conveyed by the word love. (What the
world needs now is love, sweet love . ..) Agape is the uncompromising commitment of a person
to the highest good in others, regardless of how they treat us. Such an attitude takes a lot of
prayerful work. It is not natural.
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And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.

How unhappy is he who cannot forgive himself.
Syrus Pubililus

The most difficult person for us to forgive is ourselves, when we know our hearts are hardened
against others. To experience forgiveness we must learn to be forgiving. That is not a power
human beings come by naturally. It takes the power of Christ at work in us to accomplish this.

O Thou in whose hand are the hearts of Thy children:
Shed Thy peace and comfort upon us.
By the might of Thy Holy Spirit quench the pride and anger, lust and greediness
which cause us to strive with one another.
Instill in us forgiving hearts, that we might experience Thy forgiveness.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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Temptation . . . Do We Need to be Led?

And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
Matt. 6: 13

"Virtue is often the result of insufficient temptation”
Norm, from Cheers

If we are honest, we must admit that we don't need to be led into temptation. As totally

depraved sinners, we can do this ourselves. Even born-again Christians, eternally secure in their
salvation, must continually battle the temptations of our old, sinful nature.

But deliver us from the evil one.
Do you believe that Satan is real? Jesus did.

Ronald Sider, in his new book, The Scandal of the Evangelical Conscience:

They [saints equipped with sound doctrine] are 9 times more likely than all the others to avoid
‘adult-only' material on the Internet. They are 4 times more likely than
other Christians to boycott objectionable companies and products and
twice as likely to choose not to watch a movie specifically because
of its bad content. They are 3 times more likely than other adults
not to use tobacco products and twice as likely to volunteer time to
help needy people. Forty-nine percent of all born-again Christians
with a biblical world view have volunteered more than an hour in the
previous week to an organization serving the poor, whereas only 29
percent of born-again Christians without a biblical world view and
only 22 percent of non-born-again Christians had done so.

The conclusion is that doctrine matters. Saints equipped with the sound doctrines of TULIP
are better able to resist Satan's temptations. Sider puts it like this;

Barna's findings on the different behavior of Christians with a biblical worldview underline the
importance of theology. Biblical orthodoxy does matter. One important way to end the scandal of
contemporary Christian behavior is to work and pray fervently for the growth of orthodox
theological belief in our churches.

Jesus believed that Satan will do whatever he can to thwart the purposes of God, and

undermine the peace, comfort and assurance that are ours as God's Chosen People. This is why
He taught His disciples to pray for deliverance from him.
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How Evil Works on Us

Do not be deceived: 2Evil company corrupts good habits.° Awake to righteousness,
and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of God. | speak this to your shame.
| Cor. 15: 33-34

Some people are bad influences. There are associations, friendships, which lead us into

behavior we would not otherwise engage in. As a matter of Christian discipline, we must avoid
these.

...and ‘aman's enemies will be those of his own household.’
Matt. 10: 36

Some temptations come from our loved ones. These may be the hardest to fight. (Have you

ever tried to break a habit, like smoking or overeating, when your spouse is still practicing this
habit? It makes the effort much more difficult.)

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
Rom. 1: 16

One of the most telling signs of human total depravity is the temptation to appear morally
worse than we are. In some social circles, it isn't cool to be Christian. When we are with certain
people, we want to seem more worldly than we actually are. In some settings, we are tempted to
hide our allegiance to Christ for fear of seeming soft, weak, or lacking in individual integrity. We

may not even be conscious of the fact that at those times we are demonstrating that we are
ashamed of the Gospel.

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did
you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is
death. But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you
have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.

Rom. 8: 20-22

We admitted we were powerless over alcohol--that our lives had become unmanageable.
Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.

Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood Him.
First three steps in Alcoholics Anonymous' 12-Step program

Everyone of us has within his old nature a demon which will rob life of the joy which is ours as

Christians. For some, it may be alcohol. One may drink socially, even heavily, and not become
addicted. For another, a single drink is too much. The same may be said about foods, such as
sweets, peanuts, chips, etc. Sex is a normal, healthy part of the Christian family. But sexual
desires can be just as destructive as food or drink.

Too often we focus on the demon, and ignore the discipline required for joyous Christian

living. It should be sufficient to say that everyone of us has such a demon which will tempt us into
conduct which will ruin our lives. That demon will cause life to become unmanageable. On our
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own, we are powerless over this demon. Where our demon is concerned, we each must make the
decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God . We will not be restored to sanity by
denying our demon and calling it an alternate lifestyle.

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, 2Of every tree of the garden you may
freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall surely die.°
Gen. 2: 16-17

As You Slide Down the Banister of Life, Remember...

Jim Baker and Jimmy Swaggart have written an impressive new book.
It's called "Ministers Do More Than Lay People."
Transvestite: A guy who likes to eat, drink and be Mary.
My mind works like lightning. One brilliant flash and it is gone.
The only time the world beats a path to your door is if you're in the bathroom.
It used to be only death and taxes were inevitable. Now
there's shipping and handling, too.
A husband is someone who, after taking the trash out, gives the impression that he just cleaned
the whole house.
A blonde said, "I was worried that my mechanic might try to rip me off. | was relieved when he
told me all I needed was turn signal fluid."
12. My neighbor was bit by a stray rabid dog. | went to see how he was and found him writing
frantically on a piece of paper.
| told him rabies could be treated, and he didn't have to worry about a Will.
He said, "Will? What Will? I'm making a list of the people | want to bite."
Definition of a teenager? God's punishment for enjoying sex.
As you slide down the banister of life, may the splinters never point the wrong way !!

The world is filled with a million wonderful opportunities; but in each life there is a tree from
which we must never partake. It isn't the same tree for everyone. It is incumbent on each
Christian to learn what his forbidden tree is and then to seek God's help in dealing with its
temptation.

Almighty God, Thou seest that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves:
Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls,
that we may be defended from all temptations, whether they be to our bodies, our minds or our
souls.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen

93



Temptation: Perception and Reality

And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
Matt. 6: 13

Virtue is often the result of insufficient temptation.
Norm on Cheers

Sound Biblical doctrine equips saints to fight temptation. Since we never know where or how
we will be tempted, there can be no end to this equipping.

The Roots of Temptation

Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. But know this, that
if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have
watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. Therefore you also be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

Matt. 24: 42-44

If we understand where and how we are likely to be tempted, we can better equip ourselves.
External Temptations

Do not be deceived: 2Evil company corrupts good habits.®
Awake to righteousness, and do not sin. . .
| Cor. 15: 33-34a

Truth is beautiful, without doubt; but so are lies.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

There are some people and circumstances we must avoid. There is a tree in each of our
gardens from which we must not eat.

For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did
you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is
death. But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you
have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.

Rom. 6: 20-22
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Most of the people who would tempt us are very attractive people. Most of the situations which
get us into trouble seemed like good ideas at the time.

aCome, lie with me, my sister.°
But she answered him, 2No, my brother, do not force me, for no such thing should be
done in Israel. Do not do this disgraceful thing! And I, where could | take my shame? And
as for you, you would be like one of the fools in Israel. Now therefore, please speak to the
king; for he will not withhold me from you.° However, he would not heed her voice; and
being stronger than she, he forced her and lay with her.

Then Amnon hated her exceedingly, so that the hatred with which he hated her was
greater than the love with which he had loved her. And Amnon said to her, 2Arise, be
gonel®
Il Sam. 13: 12-15

The world is full of temptations. Each saint must recognize his areas of weakness and avoid
those people and situations which might lead us away from the New Life we have in Christ.

Loved Ones

...and ‘aman's enemies will be those of his own household.'
Matt. 10: 36

Parents who make excuses for their children can do them great harm. (Taking a child out of a
class because the teacher was too hard on him may teach a child how to run away from
problems, not overcome them.) Spouses who make excuses can do great harm. ("Your boss
doesn't understand that a drink at lunch relaxes you and makes you more productive.")

People who love us and have no intention of harming us can lead us away from the New Life
we have in Christ.

Self-Delusion

Among my equals | was ashamed of being less shameless than others, when | heard them boast
of their wickedness . . . And | took pleasure not only in the pleasure of the deed but in the praise .
.. | made myself worse than | was. . .

Augustine

We don't want to appear too good. We don't want to be known as "goodie-two-shoes." We
want to be cool. We want to be sophisticated. We want others to think we are "worldly-
wise." Many a saint has taken up a habit or association merely to look less Christian than he was.
One of the surest defenses against temptation is living with Christ as our only "audience.”

O Lord, bless our daily work that we may do it in faith, as to Thee and not to please others.
All our powers of body and mind are Thine, and would devote them to Thy service and glory.
In Jesus' name we pray.

Amen
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Resisting Temptation

And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
Matt. 6: 13

Get thee behind me, Satan, and push!

Most of us can find temptations on our own. (If we are honest, we have to admit that often we
go looking for them.) Itis not God's way to keep temptations out of our way. It is Satan's way to
put temptations ever before us. How can Christians, who want to live the New Life in Christ, resist
temptation?

Here are some practical suggestions every saint can employ.

Self-Respect

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special
people. ..
| Peter 2: 9

As a Christian, each of us needs to respect himself for who he is: a chosen person; a special
person; a priest who represents God before the world.

You are a real find,

A joy in someone's heart.
You are a jewel,
Unique and priceless.

It doesn't matter how you feel,
Believe it.

God doesn't make junk!

Self-respect is not egotistical. It is reverential. Before the foundation of the world, the Almighty
loved you! At just the right time in history, Christ died for you! We are far too valuable to demean
ourselves with the petty temptations of this world.

And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.
Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall | then take the members
of Christ and make them members of a harlot? Certainly not!
| Cor. 6: 14-15

The best defense against the temptation to drive illegally is seeing a policeman in the rearview
mirror. The best defense against worldly temptations is remembering that we are the Body of
Christ.

Tradition

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance
the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who

for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat

down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Heb. 12: 1-2
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Jews represent .001% of the world's population, but they have earned 10% of all the Nobel
prizes. Are Jews that much smarter than the rest of us? Or, could it be that as members of The
Chosen People they have higher expectations of themselves?

If you were put on trial for being a "Christian," would there be enough evidence to convict you?

He was born in an obscure village
He worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty
He then became an itinerant preacher
He never held an office
He never had a family or owned a house
He didn't go to college
He had no credentials but himself.

Nineteen centuries have come and gone and today
He is the central figure of the human race.

All the armies that ever marched
all the navies that ever sailed
all the parliaments that ever sat and
all the kings that ever reigned.

have not affected the life of man
on this earth as much as that...
one solitary life.
Author unknown

As Christians, we are part of the most powerful tradition that has ever existed. A sure defense
against worldly temptations is remembering the sacrifices of those who have gone before us. We
dare not disappoint them.

Love

A handsome traveling salesman once told me about how he was tempted to cheat on his wife
when he was "on the road." "I never have. | dare not disappoint her." He was saved from sin
because he could not stand to see the pain that would be in his wife's eyes.

Some of us might well yield to momentary pleasures if the only price to pay would be ours.
But there are no "victimless crimes." Our actions affect others. A strong defense against worldly
temptations is remembering the pain we might cause those we love and who love us.

Jesus is with us

aAll authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, |
am with you always, even to the end of the age.° Amen. (Matt. 28: 18-20

The same Jesus who called us to be His ambassadors has promised to be with us wherever we
go. How would you behave if everyone could see Jesus with you? He is, you know. We have a

97



powerful defense against worldly temptations simply by remembering, | am with you always,
even to the end of the age.

O Lord of all good life, purify our lives. Help us each day to see Thee more clearly, walk with
Thee more nearly, and love Thee more dearly.
Make us humble, brave and loving. Make us ready for adventure. We do not pray Thee to keep
us from temptations, but that Thou wilt keep us ever mindful of who we are in Christ, of our place
in the great tradition of the Church, of our responsibility to those who love us and whom we love,
and to the living presence of our Lord and Savior, who is with us always.
In Jesus' name we pray.
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Priorities Matter

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he
will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
Matt. 6: 24

Priorities only matter when they are practiced.
Nathan Currey

The word translated serve is douleuein. Serve is not nearly strong enough to convey what
Jesus is teaching us in this passage. Douleuein means to be a slave to. The word translated
master is kurios; it means one who has absolute ownership. What Jesus is teaching us is this:
No one can be a slave to two owners.

The disciples would have understood what Jesus was saying. They knew that slaves had no
legal rights. The owner could do with a slave whatever he pleased. They were "living tools."
Slaves had no time of their own. They were at the owner's beck and call 24/7.

Here, then, is our relationship to God. We have no rights or time of our own.
You cannot serve God and mammon

Mammon is an interesting word. The Hebrew word means material possessions. But how that
word came to be used over the years is the interesting part. Originally, mammon described
material possessions entrusted to someone for safekeeping. But as the years went by, the word
came to mean that in which a person puts his trust. When a person puts his trust in material
possessions, they cease to be his means of supporting himself and become his god.

Almighty God, who in the abundance of Thy goodness dost ever give us more than we desire or
dare to ask:

Pour forth a spirit of thankfulness and increase in us the grace of generosity, that we may be
more willing to give than to receive; and so rule our hearts that all we have may be used for Thy
service.

In Jesus' name we pray.

Amen
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Material Responsibility

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he
will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
Matt. 6: 24

| believe that every right implies a responsibility; every opportunity, an obligation; every

possession, a duty.
John D. Rockefeller

The Place of Money in a Christian's Life:

Three Principles

I: Everything belongs to God.

The earth is the LORD's, and all its fullness,
The world and those who dwell therein.
Ps.24:1

God entrusts us with the use, not the ownership, of material possessions. We will be held
responsible for how we use that which has been entrusted to us.

aFor the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called his own
servants and delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave five talents, to another two,

and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a
journey. Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made
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another five talents. And likewise he who had received two gained two more also. But he
who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord's money. After along
time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.
aSo he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, Lord,
you delivered to me five talents; look, | have gained five more talents besides them." His
lord said to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things,
I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord." He also who had
received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, | have
gained two more talents besides them." His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful
servant; you have been faithful over a few things, | will make you ruler over many things.
Enter into the joy of your lord.'
aThen he who had received the one talent came and said, 'Lord, | knew you to be a hard
man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered
seed. And | was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have
what is yours.'
aBut his lord answered and said to him, "You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that | reap
where | have not sown, and gather where | have not scattered seed. So you ought to have
deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming | would have received back my
own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents.
“For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him
who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable
servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
Matt. 25: 14-30

God watches very closely how we use His money.
Il: People are more important than things.

Use things, not people.

Whenever we forget this, unhappiness occurs. People may not remember much about us, but
they will remember how we treated them. It is vital part of our Christian witness that we treat all
people with dignity and respect.

lll: Money is always subordinate to good.

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the
faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
| Tim. 6: 10
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Not he who has much is rich, but he who is capable of giving much.
Erich Fromm

Money isn't bad. Used wisely, it is a blessing. But too often, it becomes a rival to God's place
in our lives.

Being poor is no sin. . . It is no great honor, either!
Tevia, Fiddler on the Roof

Having money does not make one person better than another. But it does lay on that person
an awesome responsibility. To the degree that God has blessed us, we must continually be in
prayer that we use this trust in a way which honors Him.

Two Questions about Money

How did you get it? John Calvin reportedly observed: There is nothing wrong with wanting to
be rich. The sin occurs when one wants to get rich quickly.

Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.
Thomas Edison

Would Jesus approve of the way we got the money we have? Did we get that money at the
expense of our honor and integrity? Did we neglect the work for which we were created to get
this money?

What are you doing with your money? The question believers must ask is not how much
should | give; but how much should | keep? A Christian who gives a tithe to the Lord is not free to
use the rest as he pleases. Giving God a tenth and using the rest selfishly is not Christian
stewardship. Giving God a tenth and using the rest to harm others is not Christian
stewardship. Money is power. We can use it to build up or to destroy. We are responsible for
how we use our money. Does the way we use our money draw us closer to God or drive Him out
of our lives? Are we using our money to glorify ourselves or the Lord?
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Having money is no sin. But it is a responsibility. Having money does not make one person
better than another. But it does require that person to be more responsible for how he uses that
which has been entrusted to him.

For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him
who does not have, even what he has will be taken away.

Almighty and ever-merciful God,
who of Thy goodness dost ever give us all that we need:
Fill us with an attitude of gratitude, and
Grant us the grace of generosity,
that we may be responsible stewards of that which Thou hast entrusted to us;
and so rule our hearts that all we have may be used to Thy glory.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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The Faithlessness of Worry

Therefore | say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather

into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?

Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?
aSo why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they
neither toil nor spin; and yet | say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?
aTherefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?' or "What shall we drink?' or "What
shall we wear?' For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own
trouble.
Matt. 6: 25-34

If you believe that feeling bad or worrying long enough will change a past or future event, then
you are residing on another planet with a different reality system.
William James

The Greek word translated worry is merimnan. It means to worry anxiously. It does not mean
the disciplined planning for future needs and events. Worry is defined as being immobilized in the
present as a result of things that are going or not going to happen in the future.

In this passage, Jesus offers five arguments against immobilizing worry.

Therefore | say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body
more than clothing?

If our Heavenly Father gave us life, surely we can trust Him to provide us with that which is
necessary to support life.

Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?

Birds work. As a full-time observer of my veterinarian wife, whose practice consists of birds,
cats, and exotic pets, | can assure you that they work: they build homes; care for their young; and
keep themselves clean. Jesus is not suggesting otherwise. His point is that birds don't worry.
There is not to be found in them ulcers or heart conditions developed because they don't know
where their nesting materials will come from, or where they will find their next meal.

Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?

Jesus says worry is a waste of energy. Modern psychologists agree. Throughout life, the two
most futile emotions are guilt for that which has been done and worry about what might be done.

There are two ways this verse can be interpreted: 1. By worrying, we can't add 18 inches to our
height; 2. by worrying, we can't add the shortest span of time to the length of our lives.

Jesus' point: Worry is pointless.
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So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they
neither toil nor spin; and yet | say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?

If God gives beauty to the short-lived flower, how much more will He care for His children?
Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or "What shall we drink?' or "What
shall we wear?' For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father

knows that you need all these things.

Jesus says worry is the hallmark of one who does not trust God. If the god one believes in is
not the sovereign God of Scripture, then there is probably good reason not to trust.

Christians who have been equipped with the sound doctrines of TULIP know they are eternally
secure in the hands of their God.

Jesus then offers His disciples two ways to defeat worry.

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you.

Concentrate on God's will for your life.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Matt. 6: 10

God's kingdom is where God's will is done. We defeat worry by focusing on doing God's will.
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For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.
Eph. 2: 10

Each of us was created by God for a purpose, His purpose. We defeat worry by seeking to do
the things God created us to do, not the things the "world" tells us we should be doing.

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is
death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

Rom. 8: 5-6

Jesus is teaching His disciples that worry is vanquished when God's will becomes the
dominating power in our lives.

Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things.
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

Yesterday is history.
Tomorrow is a mystery.
But today is a gift from God;
that's why it is called, the Present.

There are two days in the week about which we need never worry: yesterday and tomorrow.
God has work for each of us to do today. Doing that is sufficient for any saint.

Eternal God,
who commits to us the solemn trust of life:
Since we cannot know what tomorrow may bring, but only that the time for serving Thee is now,
may we be awake to the claims of Thy holy will for us.
Lift us above unrighteous guilt and worry, into faith and hope and love,
by the simple and steadfast reliance on Thy sure will.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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The Golden Rule

Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and
the Prophets.
Matt. 7: 12

The truth of the matter is that you always know the right thing to do. The hard part is doing it.
Norman Schwarzkopf

Question 122: What is the sum of the six commandments which contain our duty to man?
Answer: The sum of the six commandments which contain our duty to man is, to love our
neighbor as ourselves, and to do to others: What we would have them to do to us.
Westminster Larger Catechism

It seems that just about everyone has a list of rules. This one was offered to a group of high
school students:

Rule 1: Life is not fair - get used to it!

Rule 2: The world won't care about your self-esteem. The world will expect you to accomplish
something BEFORE you feel good about yourself.

Rule 3: You will NOT make $60,000 a year right out of high school. You won't be a vice-
president with a car phone until you earn both.

Rule 4: If you think your teacher is tough, wait till you get a boss.

Rule 5: Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. Your Grandparents had a different word for
burger flipping: they called it opportunity.

Rule 6: If you mess up, it's not your parents' fault, so don't whine about your mistakes, learn
from them.

Rule 7: Before you were born, your parents weren't as boring as they are now. They got that
way from paying your bills, cleaning your clothes and listening to you talk about how cool you
thought you were. So before you save the rain forest from the parasites of your parent's
generation, try delousing the closet in your own room.

Rule 8: Your school may have done away with winners and losers, but life HAS NOT. In some
schools, they have abolished failing grades and they'll give you as MANY TIMES as you want to
get the right answer. This doesn't bear the slightest resemblance to ANYTHING in real life.
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Rule 9: Life is not divided into semesters. You don't get summers off and very few employers
are interested in helping you FIND YOURSELF. Do that on your own time.

Rule 10: Television is NOT real life. In real life people actually have to leave the coffee shop
and go to jobs.

Rule 11: Be nice to nerds. Chances are you'll end up working for one.

There are even rules for when it is most appropriate to pray. For example, the following
situations would warrant immediate prayer:
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Remember, the Sermon on the Mount was Jesus' "orientation” class for His disciples. It was
not a sermon for the masses. In this sermon, Jesus spells out the "essentials" of the New
Covenant for those to whom He will entrust His Church. With this command, He teaches them,
and us, the ultimate Christian rule: whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them.

Many had taught this rule from the negative point of view. King Nicocles commanded, Do not
do to others the things which make you angry when you experience them at the hands of other
people. Epictetus said, What you avoid suffering yourselves, seek not to inflict upon others. The
Psalmist wrote:

LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle?
Who may dwell in Your holy hill?
He who walks uprightly,
And works righteousness,
And speaks the truth in his heart;
He who does not backbite with his tongue,
Nor does evil to his neighbor,
Nor does he take up a reproach against his friend. . .
Ps. 15: 1-3

In its negative form, this isn't a religious rule, but a common-sense principle without which no
society can function.
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Avoid Harming

The negative form of this rule involves not doing certain things. It is the kind of rule that a
person with no beliefs at all could subscribe to. Like Andy Capp, one can satisfy this rule by

simply doing nothing.

Do Good

whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them

In essence, Jesus told His disciples that just wasn't good enough. By putting this in the
positive, Jesus is teaching that it is every Christian's responsibility to actively do for others what
we would like done for us. For Christ's disciples, avoiding doing things is not a Christian virtue.
We are called to seek ways to make our world a better place for all to live.

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.
Eph. 2: 10

There are no easy answers or simple solutions after Kindergarten.
The OId Gray Dog

For Christians, life is more complicated. In our homes, work places, social lives, this one
principle dominates our behavior: whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them. In
each and every circumstance, one question must be answered: What good work does God want

me to do here?
Obeying this command is possible only when we have died to self, and been born again to

Christ.
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| have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the
life which I now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me.
Gal. 2: 20

Eternal God, who committest to us the swift and solemn trust of Life:
Since we know not what a day may bring forth but only that the hour for serving Thee is always
present,
may we wake to the instant claims of Thy holy will, not waiting for tomorrow, but yielding today.
Consecrate the way our feet may go, and the humblest work will shine, and the roughest place be
make smooth.
Lift us above unrighteous anger and mistrust, into faith, and hope and charity,
by a simple and steadfast reliance on Thy sure will.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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Free, but not Easy

Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to
destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult
is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

Matt. 7: 13-14

Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.
Thomas Edison

Life is defined by the choices we make. Even not making a choice is a choice. We have to
make choices. So the question before us is always: Which choice?

God hath endued the will of man with that natural liberty, that is neither forced, nor by any
absolute necessity of nature determined to good or evil.
Man, in his state of innocency, had freedom and power to will and to do that which is good and
well-pleasing to God; but yet mutably, so that he might fall from it.

Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good
accompanying salvation; so as a natural man, being altogether averse from that good, and dead
in sin, is not able, by his own strength, to convert himself, or to prepare himself thereunto.
When God converts a sinner and translates him into the state of grace, he freeth him from his
natural bondage under sin, and, by his grace alone, enables him freely to will and to do that which
is spiritually good; yet so as that, by reason of his remaining corruption, he doth not perfectly, nor
only, will that which is good, but doth also will that which is evil.

The will of man is made perfectly and immutable free to good alone, in the state of glory only.
Westminster Confession

Even if you're on the right track, you'll get run over if you just sit there.
Will Rogers

Christians can choose to please God or resist Him. Non-Christians find the idea of making
choices based on pleasing God foolish and would never do that. But make no mistake about it:
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We must make a choice! We do not have the luxury of resting and waiting to see how the options
develop.

A Christian can answer the question, which choice? by choosing to please God, or not. The
non-Christian can only choose on the basis of what seems right to him at the time.

To be a leader, you have to make people want to follow you, and nobody wants to follow
someone who doesn't know where he is going.
Joe Namath

Great leaders confront people with their choices.
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aSee, | have set before you today life and good, death and evil, in that | command you
today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments,
His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the LORD your God
will bless you in the land which you go to possess. But if your heart turns away so that
you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them, | announce
to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land
which you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess. | call heaven and earth as
witnesses today against you, that | have set before you life and death, blessing and
cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; that you may
love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for
He is your life and the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the
LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.°
Moses, Deut. 30: 15-20

And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you
will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the
River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house,
we will serve the LORD.
Joshua, Josh. 24: 15

aNow you shall say to this people, Thus says the LORD: 2Behold, | set before you the way
of life and the way of death. . ."
Jeremiah, Jer. 21: 8

These are just three Biblical examples of great leaders clearly, unequivocally confronting
people with their choices.

There is a way that seems right to a man,
But its end is the way of death.
Prov. 14: 12

Assuming we are Christians and have the freedom to choose to please God or ourselves, let's
examine how these choices differ.
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The "hard" way and the "easy" way

Habits are hard to break. When someone says he has gotten out of the habit of going to
church, exercising, eating right, etc., he is really saying that he has chosen the easy way.
Worshiping God, and taking care of one's body are hard choices.

It has been my observation that most people get ahead during the time that others waste.
Henry Ford

Choices that please God are never the easy ones. Only self-deception leads a person to think
that they can be. (These same people spend millions on weight-loss plans that promise that you
can lose pounds, eat all you want, and not exercise!)

The "long" way and the "short" way

It has been said that the mark of maturity is being able to make short-term sacrifices for long-
term benefits.

| am a great believer in luck, and | find the harder | work the more | have of it.
Thomas Jefferson

Choices which please God demand a life-time commitment, not a commitment we can fulfill in
our spare time. God created us to work, all the days of our life.

The "disciplined" way and the "undisciplined" way

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.
Eph. 2: 10

Something in human nature causes us to start slacking off at our moment of greatest
accomplishment. As you become successful, you will need a great deal of self-discipline not to
lose your sense of balance, humility and commitment.

H. Ross Perot
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No saint has ever successfully done the good works for which he was created without a great
deal of self-discipline.

The "thoughtful" way and the "thoughtless" way

For every problem there is a solution that is simple, neat, and wrong.
H. L. Mencken

The other day, | rested my hand on a cage. The rat inside bit me. If | had been thinking, |
wouldn't have rest my hand there.
Most of the bad choices we make come from thoughtlessness. We do not deliberately,
thoughtfully set out to hurt others, or ourselves. A Christian's first responsibility is to think.
Is humanity basically good, or totally depraved?
Is God sovereign, or has He abdicated some things to human will?
Did Christ die for everyone, and failed, or did He die for the elect and was successful?
Did God choose us or did we choose God?
Can Christians lose their salvation?

THE PARABLE OF THE SPOONS

A holy man was having a conversation with the Lord one day and said, "Lord, | would like to
know what Heaven and Hell are like. " The Lord led the holy man to two doors. He opened one of
the doors and the holy man looked in.

In the middle of the room was a large round table. In the middle of the table was a large pot of
stew which smelled delicious and made the holy man's mouth water. The people sitting around
the table were thin and sickly. They appeared to be famished. They were holding spoons with
very long handles and each found it possible to reach into the pot of stew and take a spoonful,
but because the handle was longer than their arms, they could not get the spoons back into their
mouths.

The holy man shuddered at the sight of their misery and suffering. The Lord said, "You have
seen Hell."

They went to the next room and opened the door. It was exactly the same as the first one. There
was the large round table with the large pot of stew which made the holy man's mouth water. The
people were equipped with the same long-handled spoons, but here the people were well
nourished and plump, laughing and talking. The holy man said, "l don't understand.” " It is simple"
said the Lord, "it requires but one skill. The ability to make the right choice. You see, they have
learned to feed each other. While the greedy think only of themselves."

"A friend is someone who reaches for your hand, and touches your heart."

| can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:13

The Christian way is not straight. There is a curve called Failure, a loop called Confusion,

speed bumps called Friends, red lights called Enemies, caution lights called Family. You will have
flats called Jobs. But, if you focused on pleasing God, you have a spare called Determination, an
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engine called Perseverance, insurance called Faith, and a driver called Jesus. These are your
spiritual gifts.

IN LIFE YOU MUST ALWAYS P.U.S.H.
PRAY UNTIL SOMETHING HAPPENSI!!!!

Without thoughtful, disciplined choices, and a commitment to take the long, hard way, we will
never be the people God created us to be.

O Thou who hast ordered this wondrous world and who knowest all things:
So fill our hearts with trust in Thee
that at all times we may without fear choose to commit ourselves
and those who are dear to us to Thy never-failing love,
for this life and the life to come.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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False Prophets

aBeware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are
ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from
thornbushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad
tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.
Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by
their fruits you will know them.
Matt. 7: 15-20

| know for sure that what we dwell on is who we become.
Oprah Winfrey

From the very beginning of Jesus' ministry, He was aware that the greatest threat to His
Church would come from within it.

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are
ravenous wolves.

The severest threat to the Church has always been the wolves in our midst. | was in seminary
from 1969 to 1971. Seminarians received a special 4-D draft deferment. Many a young man
enrolled in a seminary to avoid being drafted. | know this because the morning after the first draft
lottery of the Viet Nam war, | was nearly trampled by men leaving school because they drew
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"good" draft numbers. Not everyone in seminary to avoid the draft drew a "good" number. They
stayed in school, got ordained, and are leading congregations and denominations today. False

prophets in sheep's clothing.

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal,
despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God, having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!
For of this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women
loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, always learning and never able to come
to the knowledge of the truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these
also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith; but they will
progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as theirs also was.

Il Tim. 3: 1-9

The mark of any prophet is his teaching. Some so-called evangelical pastors justify not
teaching the "finer points" of the Gospel by saying they are trying to get non-Christians "in the
door." "Too much doctrine turns people off." A church more concerned with getting people "in
the door" will never equip saints to send into the world.

| charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and
the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Be ready in season and out
of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will
come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires,
because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will
turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you be watchful in
all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
Il Tim. 4: 1-5

Pastors who teach sound doctrine will never be as popular as pastors who entertain. People
will always be more interested in the Da Vinci Code than limited atonement. People will always
be more interested in the secrets to effective living than in the Ten Commandments. Jesus with
lambs and children is always more comfortable than Jesus dying for our sins on the Cross.

And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to
faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
Il Tim. 2: 2

Until congregations demand more of their clergy than being chaplains, who make them feel
comfortable with their own innate goodness, and start expecting their pastors to be teaching
elders who equip the saints to do the good works for which we were created, our churches will be
little more than ecclesiastical community centers, complete with food pantries and bridge clubs.

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers. . . praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily those who were being saved.

Acts 2: 42, 47

Do you believe that if your congregation continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine that

the Lord [will add] to the church daily those who were being saved? Or does your
congregation take a different approach?
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Almighty and sovereign God,
raise up for us pastors who will equip for the work Thou hast created us to do.
Shed down upon them heavenly wisdom and grace;
enlighten them with true knowledge of Thy Word;
inspire them with a pure zeal for Thy glory;
and so order all their doings through Thy Holy Spirit that Thy saints may grow spiritually and be
worthy Ambassadors for Christ.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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The Church's One Foundation

Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, | will liken him to a wise
man who built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.
aBut everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a
foolish man who built his house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.

Matt. 7: 24-27

The Church's one foundation
Is Jesus Christ her Lord,
She is His new creation
By water and the Word.
From heaven He came and sought her
To be His holy bride;
With His own blood He bought her
And for her life He died.

Elect from every nation,
Yet one o'er all the earth;
Her charter of salvation,
One Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy Name she blesses,
Partakes one holy food,
And to one hope she presses,
With every grace endued.

The Church shall never perish!
Her dear Lord to defend,
To guide, sustain, and cherish,

Is with her to the end:
Though there be those who hate her,
And false sons in her pale,
Against both foe or traitor
She ever shall prevail.

Though with a scornful wonder
Men see her sore oppressed,
By schisms rent asunder,

By heresies distressed:

Yet saints their watch are keeping,
Their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping
Shall be the morn of song!

'Mid toil and tribulation,
And tumult of her war,
She waits the consummation
Of peace forevermore;

Till, with the vision glorious,
Her longing eyes are blest,
And the great Church victorious
Shall be the Church at rest.
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Yet she on earth hath union
With God the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won,
With all her sons and daughters
Who, by the Master's hand
Led through the deathly waters,
Repose in Eden land.

O happy ones and holy!
Lord, give us grace that we
Like them, the meek and lowly,
On high may dwell with Thee:
There, past the border mountains,
Where in sweet vales the Bride
With Thee by living fountains
Forever shall abide!

words by Samuel Stone, music by Samuel Wesley

With this passage, Jesus concludes what one scholar has called His Ordination Address to His
Disciples. Just as a new pastor is given a charge before he begins his ministry, Jesus is
here charging His disciples with the message they are to take out into the world.

This is not a sermon for the followers; this is a sermon for the disciples.
Therefore. . .

Whenever we see a therefore in Scripture, we know that a summary conclusion of the
preceding points is about to made. As one pastor put it: When you see a "therefore," look closely
for what it is there for.

I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock. . .

Only a house built on a solid foundation can withstand the storms which are bound to arise.
While this may seem obvious to us, in Palestine in Jesus' day, this was very practical advice.
During the dry summer months, a house on a pleasantly sheltered sandy lot might seem perfect;
but when the spring rains came, the owner might find his house washed away. This is the
analogy Jesus used to describe the laying of the foundation of His Church.

A church built on anything but Jesus Christ as it's one and only Lord and Savior is an institution
built on sand.
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To make sure His disciples built His Church on a solid foundation, Jesus demands two things:
whoever hears these sayings of Mine. . .

Jesus expects us to pay attention to the sound doctrine He taught. Christians are expected to
learn what the Bible teaches. Thinking is every Christian's first responsibility.

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;
and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

Il Tim. 4: 3-4

From the very beginning, followers of Jesus have been distracted. "Preachers," more
concerned with pleasing the membership than with feeding it, have given them the "golden
calves" they crave.

Now when the people saw that Moses delayed coming down from the mountain, the
people gathered together to Aaron, and said to him, 2Come, make us gods that shall go
before us; for as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we

do not know what has become of him.°
Ex. 32:1
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You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that
you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be
able to teach others also.

Il Tim. 2: 1-2

The Church is building on sand when it does not demand leaders who are faithful to the sound
doctrines of Scripture AND who are able to teach them.

Where an ordained minister openly disbelieves in the existence of
God, "a good talk between the church council and the minister
about faith matters would be very useful”, said
Jan-Gerd Heetderks, the outgoing chairperson of the Pr ot est ant Church in the
Net her | ands.

He added, however, it should not be a question of trying to set
limits to the pastor's beliefs. "It is very difficult to
precisely state the boundaries," said Heetderks.

Ecumenical News International
Daily News Service
29 March 2007

| don't think either Jesus or Paul would agree, do you?

The first prerequisite for building a Church on a solid foundation is a commitment by leadership
and laity to the Bible as the infallible rule of faith and practice.

does them. ..

| hear and | forget.
| see and | remember.
| do and | understand.
Confucius
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Every idea you present must be something you could get across easily at a cocktail party with
strangers.
Jack Welch

Most religious organizations are very good at formulating "missions’ goals and strategies."
Putting them into action is another matter. Could it be, they have lost track of Jesus' message?

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
James 1: 22

Everyone who's ever taken a shower has an idea. It's the person who gets out of the shower,
dries off and does something about it who makes a difference.
Nolan Bushnell

Millions of people who attend churches have a good command of Biblical teaching. They love
to hear the pastor give an "altar call" at the end of a Sunday service, and they rejoice when others
respond. They look forward to coming back the next Sunday. However, the influence of those
teachings on their actions during the week between services is very hard to discern. The
difference between a follower and a disciple is that the first is content to merely listen, while the
latter is compelled to listen and do.

The concept that Jesus wants His disciples to take from this sermon is simply this: Trust and
Obey Jesus.
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*When times get rough, and everyone tells you to compromise and accommodate, don't.
Trust and Obey Jesus.

*When nothing seems to be happening and no one seems to be interested in sound
doctrine, and you feel tempted to give them the golden calves they are asking for, don't. Trust
and Obey Jesus.

Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the
Lord gave to each one? | planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. So then
neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.
Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward
according to his own labor.

For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building. According
to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder | have laid the
foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it. For
no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
| Cor. 3: 5-11

Do you know who Wojciech Adalbert Zywny was? He taught Frederic Chopin to play the
piano. He laid the foundation for many, but only one of them became the greatest pianist of his
time.

Christ is the Church's one foundation. When we trust Him and obey His Word, we become true
disciples, and fellow workers with God. Who know what we might help build?

When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word,
What a glory He sheds on our way!
While we do His good will, He abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey.

Trust and obey, for there's no other way
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies,
But His smile quickly drives it away;
Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear,
Can abide while we trust and obey.

Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share,
But our toil He doth richly repay;
Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross,
But is blessed if we trust and obey.

But we never can prove the delights of His love
Until all on the altar we lay;
For the favor He shows, for the joy He bestows,
Are for them who will trust and obey.
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Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet.
Or we'll walk by His side in the way.
What He says we will do, where He sends we will go;
Never fear, only trust and obey.

music by Daniel Towner, words by John Sammis

Almighty God, who hast built Thy Church upon the one true foundation of Jesus Christ:

Grant, we pray, that we may be one in faith and obedience to Him,
so that Thy Church may glorify Thee before all people.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen
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