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Introduction 
 

 Revelation is a testimony intended to strengthen the commitment of Christians. 
 

There are 2 theories to arguing with a woman...neither works. 
Will Rogers 

 
Who wrote Revelation? 

 
I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of 

Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the 
testimony of Jesus Christ. 

Rev. 1: 9 
 

 Like many things concerning this book, there are two schools of thought about the author. 
What is not in dispute is his name: John; where he was when he received the revelation: the 
island of Patmos; and why he was there: he was a political prisoner because of the word of God 
and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

1. As early as 135 AD, church fathers Justin Martyr, Irenaeus and others identified John 
as the Apostle. 

2. Third century church father Dionysius doubted this because the style and Greek of 
Revelation is so different from the other writings of the Apostle. 

 
The consensus of Reformed scholars is that the Apostle did write Revelation, and that 

the different styles may be explained by the different genres in which John wrote (Gospel, epistle, 
apocalypse).  

 
What do we know about Apostle John?  He was the youngest of Jesus’ original 12.  At 

the time of the Crucifixion, he may have been only in his early teens.  Throughout Acts, he is 
prominently linked to Peter, and is a leader in the Jerusalem Church. 

He later moved to Ephesus, where he became bishop.  This explains his intimate 
knowledge of the churches in Asia, and why, when he was arrested, he was sent to Patmos, an 
island off the coast from Ephesus.  

He was thoroughly familiar with the OT, and refers to it 245 times in Revelation. He was 
equally well-versed in Greek thought and culture, which made him uniquely able to preach the 
Jewish Messiah to Gentiles. 

In the Gospels, Jesus called John a son of thunder (Mk. 3: 17); John shows himself to 
still be a son of thunder in Revelation, as he uncompromisingly insists that Christians must walk 
in the light and live according to the law of love. 

 
When was it written? 

 
 Again, there are two schools of thought. What is not in dispute is that it was 

written during a time of persecution.  
1. Near the end of the reign of Emperor Nero (54-68 AD). 
2. Near the end of the reign of Emperor Domitian (81-96 AD). 

 
What was the context? 

 
 A text without a context is a pretext.  
 
 Rome was a vast empire, stretching from modern Germany and England to Arabia. (See 
map) There were scores of languages, races, and cultures.  A unifying force was needed to 
control and govern this empire, and there is no unifying force like a common religion. So emperor 
worship was mandated.  Everyone everywhere was expected to proclaim Caesar is Lord! To 
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refuse was not merely an act of religious preference, it was an act of treason. Emperor worship 
was at its zenith when John wrote Revelation. 
 Christians every day were confronted with an awful choice:  accommodate the culture – 
give in to Caesar – and enjoy all the benefits of a prosperous, peaceful culture; or remain loyal to 
Christ, and face the wrath of Rome. John did not sugar-coat the horrors; he saw clearly the 
dreadful consequences of defying Caesar. John was writing in one of the most heroic ages of the 
Christian Church.  Revelation is a clarion call to all who profess Christ as Lord to remain faithful, 
no matter what may befall us in this world, in order to win the crown of Life. 
 
 Why these 7 churches? 
[See map] 
 
 The Risen Christ recognized in these churches universal principles His Church in every 
age should understand and practice.   
 John, as Bishop of Ephesus, would have a special credibility with all these churches. 
 
 However difficult it may be to understand this book, remember that it teaches a blazing 
faith at a time when Christian life was agony. 
 
  

How do we interpret Revelation? 
 

 John has a prophetic message to teach.  He uses his vast knowledge of the OT and 
pagan cultures to tell it.  He trusts that his readers will make the effort to understand the 
symbolism and allegories, and hopes that the Romans won’t. 
 How are these revelations to be interpreted? Here there are 4 schools of thought: 

1. Preterists believe that fulfillment occurred in the fall of Jerusalem, if you accept the 
67-68 AD date of writing, and/or the fall of the Roman Empire if you accept the 95 AD 
date. 

2. Futurists contend that fulfillment will occur in a period of final crisis just before the 
Second Coming. 

3. Historicists interpret chapters 6-18 as a basically chronological outline of the course 
of church history from the first century until the Second Coming. 

4. Idealists argue that the scenes of Revelation depict general principles of spiritual 
warfare, not specific events. These principles are operative throughout church history 
and may be repeated many times. 

 
Is it possible that John thought he was writing about the current persecution but the Holy 

Spirit who inspired him intended these revelations to have both present and future meaning?  Of 
course it is.  

For example: the beast.  The beast is a counterfeit of Christ. He wants what should only 
be given to Christ.  At the time John wrote Revelation, Rome with its demand of Emperor-worship 
was the beast. But in every age, God’s people have been confronted with a beast that would 
have us accommodate our world, instead of holding fast to Christ alone. 

Example 2:  These 7 letters are Case Studies, from which we learn the theology for 
Christ’s Church.  Each letter contains one or more principles of this theology.  

This book was directly relevant to the 7 churches; but it has also been relevant to the 
Church in every age since. 
 

 
 
Each message has the same basic form: 
 

1. Addressee: to the angel of the church . . . write. 
2. Identification of the Risen Christ, alluding back to His majesty displayed in 1: 12-20:  the 

words of Him. . .  
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3. Claim of personal knowledge of the local situation: I know. . . 
4. Evaluation: rebukes and/or commendations. 
5. Promise or threat: I will. . .  
6. Assurance to the one who conquers. 
7. Exhortation to heed the message:  He who has an ear 
 
Points 6 and 7 may occur in reverse order, and point 5 may be included with point 4. 
 
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things 

which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant 
John, 2 who bore witness to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all 

things that he saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near. 

 
 4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: 

 
Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from 

the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 
witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.  

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6 and has made 
us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen. 
Rev. 1: 1-6 

 
Explanation of some key phrases 

 
things which must shortly take place 

 
 Spiritual war takes place in every age. John is telling the seven churches that they will 
soon experience all the terrors of this conflict. 
 Remember, the last days of OT prophecy were inaugurated by Christ's resurrection.  
 

But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  
       17 ‘ And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, 

       That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; 
      Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

      Your young men shall see visions, 
      Your old men shall dream dreams. 

       18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants 
      I will pour out My Spirit in those days; 

       And they shall prophesy. 
       19 I will show wonders in heaven above 

      And signs in the earth beneath: 
      Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 

       20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, 
      And the moon into blood, 

      Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 
       21 And it shall come to pass 

      That whoever calls on the name of the LORD 
      Shall be saved.’ 

 
22 “ Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you 

by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you 
yourselves also know— 23 Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and 

foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to 
death; 24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not 
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possible that He should be held by it. 25 For David says concerning Him:  
 
 

      ‘ I foresaw the LORD always before my face, 
      For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. 

       26 Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; 
      Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. 

       27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, 
      Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 

       28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 
      You will make me full of joy in Your presence.’ 

 
29 “ Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both 

dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Therefore, being a prophet, 
and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, 

according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 he, 
foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not 

left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God has raised up, of 
which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and 
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this 

which you now see and hear. 
Acts 2: 16-32 

 
 The time of waiting is over; God is conducting the final phase of His victorious battle 
against evil.  Every hour should be lived as if it were the last hour. 
 
Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, 

even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 
I John 2: 18 

 
 

the seven Spirits who are before His throne 
 

 There are two possible explanations for the seven Spirits; 
 
 
  

1. Isaiah 11: 2 
 

The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him,  
      The Spirit of wisdom and understanding,  

      The Spirit of counsel and might,  
      The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. 

 
 This passage is the basis of the idea that there are sevenfold gifts of the Spirit. 
 The Holy Spirit is One in name but seven in virtues. This idea gave rise to the 
idea of seven Spirits before the throne of God. 
 
2. Heb. 2: 4 
 
God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and 

gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 
 

 The word translated gifts is merismos and it literally means shares, as if God 
gives a share of His Spirit to everyone.  So the idea here would be that the seven Spirits 
stand for the share of the Holy Spirit which God has given to each of the seven churches.  
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No Christian community is left without the presence and power and illumination of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
 4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: 

 
 In the NT Asia never refers to the continent, but to the Roman province.  Once the 
kingdom of Attalus the Third, he willed it to the Romans at his death.  The provincial capital 
was Pergamum.  
 

Each letter is addressed to the Angel of the church. . .  
 

 The word aggelos ± gg in Greek is pronounced ng ± has two meanings: 
1. A heavenly being; 2. a human messenger. 
 
It is perfectly plausible to think that messengers from these churches met with the John 

and received the letter for their church. 
 

The problem with this interpretation is that this word is used about 50 times in Revelation and 
apart from the use in these seven letters; it always means a heavenly being. 

 
The Titles of the Risen Lord 

 
Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from 

the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 
witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.  

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 6 and has made 
us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen 
 
I.  

the faithful witness 
 

 JC is the witness we can rely on.  Here is one good reason to believe that the Apostle 
John wrote Revelation.  It was a favorite theme of the Gospel. 
 
Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify what We have seen, 

and you do not receive Our witness. 
John 3: 11 

 
Pilate therefore said to Him, “ Are You a king then?”   

Jesus answered, “ You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for 
this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone 

who is of the truth hears My voice.”  
John 18: 37 

 
 A witness is a person who speaks from first-hand knowledge. JC is uniquely God's 
witness since He is the only One with first-hand knowledge. 
 

II. 
the firstborn from the dead 

 
 The word translated firstborn, prototokos, can have two meanings: 

1. Literally, the first-born.  
2. It also means one with power and honor; one who occupies the supreme position. 
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Others before Jesus had been raised from the dead, so we know that is not what JC 
meant.  What this means is: Jesus Christ is in the supreme position in all of creation. 

 
III. 

the ruler over the kings of the earth 
 

 This is very reminiscent of the way the Messiah was described in the OT. 
 

Also I will make him My firstborn, 
         The highest of the kings of the earth. 

Ps. 89: 27 
 

 Think also of Jesus' temptation: 
 
And the devil said to Him, ªAll this authority I will give You, and their glory; for this 

has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. 7 Therefore, if You will worship 
before me, all will be Yours.º  

Luke 4: 6-7 
 

 Satan thought power over the kings of the earth was his to give; but JC always 
knew better. 

 
 Not accommodating evil, being completely obedient to His Father, even to the 

point of accepting the Cross gave Jesus His universal Lordship. 
 

IV 
ª I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End,º  says the Lord, ªwho 

is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.º  
Rev. 1: 8 

 
JC, as the Second Person of the Trinity, is Lord history, past, present and future. His 

sovereignty in creation guarantees the fulfillment of His purposes in re-creation. 
 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of 
the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was 

subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 
because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 

glorious liberty of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and 
labors with birth pangs together until now. 23 Not only that, but we also who have the 

firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the 
adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is 
seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what 

we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance. 
Rom. 8: 18-25 

 
These titles will be important in each of the seven letters. 

 
 
 

These letters represent case studies in which the Risen Lord evaluates how His churches 
are functioning.  Before looking at the case studies, let's remember what Christ's Church is 
commissioned to do. 
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The Six Ministries of the Christ-centered Church 
 

Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three 
thousand souls were added to them.  And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 

doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.  Then fear came upon 
every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.  Now all who 
believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their possessions and 
goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.  So continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with 

gladness and simplicity of heart,  praising God and having favor with all the people. And 
the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 

Acts 2: 41-47 
 

I 
Evangelism 

 
and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 

Acts 2: 41c 
the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved. 

Acts 2: 47b 

        Evangelism is simply sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with others and leaving the 
results up to God. 

"Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the 
name of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, ©Judge for yourselves whether it is right in 

God©s sight to obey you rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about what we have 
seen and heard.©"   

Acts 4: 18-20 
 

The first great gift we can bestow on others is a good example. 
Thomas Morell 

 
     We share with others what Christ has done for us. 

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting men©s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation. We are therefore Christ©s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us."  

II Cor. 5:17-20 

      
     God uses our witness to communicate His love to others. 

     "When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and 
all who were appointed for eternal life believed."   

Acts 13:48 

     We become the means by which God draws His elect to Christ. 

     The Church's first job is to share the Good News! 
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II 
Biblical Education 

 
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 

Acts 2: 42a 
 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new. 18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us 

to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, 
that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to 

them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  
20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we 

implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 
II Cor. 5: 17-20 

 
     Biblical Education is the unique responsibility of every congregation.   It is unrealistic to expect 
Christians to be "ambassadors" if they do not have a sound understanding of their faith. 

"Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need 
to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth?"  

II Timothy 2:15 

Have you come to a place in your spiritual life where you know for certain that if you were to die 
today you would go to Heaven? 

Suppose that you were to die tonight and stand before God and He were to say to you, "Why 
should I let you into My Heaven?"  What would you say?                                                              

Dr. James Kennedy, Evangelism Explosion,  
 

ªWhoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for 
him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the 

sea. 7 Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man 
by whom the offense comes! 

Matt. 18: 6-7 
 
 

III 
Practical Assistance 

 
Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their 

possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 
Acts 2: 44-45 

     Practical assistance is the clearest, most irrefutable, means of showing the world God's love. 

"When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples to ask him, ©Are 
you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?"   

Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive 
sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 

and the good news is preached to the poor."  
Matt. 11:2-5  

" I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do 
even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. "  

John 14:12 
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"When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive 
out all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God 

and to heal the sick."   
Luke 9:1-2 

 
"We love, because He first loved us. . . And this commandment we have from Him, that he 

who loves God should love his brother also."  
I John 4:19,21 

 
"Because Christ, having redeemed us by His blood, also renews us by His Holy Spirit to be His 

image, so that with our whole life we may show ourselves thankful to God for His benefits, and He 
may be praised by us. Further, that we ourselves may be assured of our faith by its fruits, and 

that by our godly walk of life we may win our neighbors for Christ." 
Heidelberg Catechism 

     A congregation that exists only for itself is doomed.   It is only through offering practical 
assistance to others that we fully understand what it means to be in Christ. 

 

IV 
Make Disciples 

 
and fellowship 

Acts 2: 42b 
 

The purpose of Christian fellowship is to make disciples. 
 

     
"Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 

go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them 
and said, 'All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.'"   
Matt. 28: 16-20 

 

   It seems to me that there are two aspects of fulfilling the Great Commission: Mentoring and 
Encouraging. 

Mentoring 
 

"Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live 
according to the pattern we gave you."  

Phil. 3:17 
 

"Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me--put it into 
practice."  
Phil. 4:9 

 
The first great gift we can bestow on others is a good example. 

Thomas Morell 
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No one can build his security upon the nobleness of another person. 
Willa Cather 

    The Great Commission will never be fulfilled by surrogates. 

      In successful businesses, new employees apprentice with senior employees.   In medicine, 
new doctors learn by interning with senior doctors.   In AA, a hopeless drunk becomes a 
recovering alcoholic thanks to the sponsorship of one more experienced in the battle for sobriety. 
  In almost every growing endeavor, the key to success is one person taking the responsibility for 
showing another how it is done.  
      The key to fulfilling the Great Commission is to apply this same mentoring principle to our 
daily living. Each and every Christian needs to equip himself so that he can say, "Look at me.   
Live like this." 

Leaders don't create followers.  They create more leaders. 
Tom Peters 

 
 

Encouragement 
 

"After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him 
to every town and place where he was about to go. He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, 
but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into 

his harvest field."   
Luke 10:1-2 

   Q.   Why did Jesus send them out two by two?    
   A.   They wouldn't have gone one by one!  
    We all need the encouragement. Over 50 times, the Scriptures admonish us to be encouragers 
of others and to draw encouragement from them.   Here are but a few examples: 

"My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may 
have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of 

God, namely, Christ,"   
Col. 2:2 

"He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can 
encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it."  

Titus 1:9 

"But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may 
be hardened by sin's deceitfulness." 

Heb. 3:13      

"Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another–and all the more as you see the Day approaching."  

Heb. 10:25 
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V 
Worship and Sacraments 

 
Then those who gladly received his word were baptized 

Acts2: 41a 
 

in the breaking of bread 
Acts 2: 42b 

 
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy 

Ex..20: 8 
 

To him is due from angels and men, and every other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or 
obedience he is pleased to require of them.  

The Westminster Confession of Faith 
 
 

What Ought To Be Done in Meetings for Worship. Although it is permitted all men to read the 
Holy Scriptures privately at home, and by instruction to edify one another in the true religion, yet 

in order that the Word of God may be properly preached to the people, and prayers and 
supplication publicly made, also that the sacraments may be rightly administered, and that 

collections may be made for the poor and to pay the cost of all the Church's expenses, and in 
order to maintain social intercourse, it is most necessary that religious or Church gatherings be 

held. For it is certain that in the apostolic and primitive Church, there were such assemblies 
frequented by all the godly. 

Meetings for Worship Not To Be Neglected. As many as spurn such meetings and stay away 
from them, despise true religion, and are to be urged by the pastors and godly magistrates to 

abstain from stubbornly absenting themselves from sacred assemblies. 
 

Decent Meeting Places. Moreover, the places where the faithful meet are to be decent, and in all 
respects fit for God's Church. 

Modesty and Humility To Be Observed in Meetings. Those who are present in them are to 
conduct themselves reverently and modestly, seeing that they are in a sacred place, in the 

presence of God and his holy angels.  
The True Ornamentation of Sanctuaries.  Let all things be done decently and in order in the 

church, and finally, let all things be done for edification. 
The Second Helvetic Confession 

 

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching 

Heb. 10:25 

 
VI 

Prayer 
 

and in prayers 
Acts 2: 42c 

 
God uses ordinary people who are obedient to Him to do    

extraordinary things.     
John Maxwell  

 
 The prayers of God's people are a vital ministry in which everyone can contribute.  
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The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 
James 5: 16 

. Jesus wants us to pray. 

Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your 
joy will be complete.  

John 16: 24 

 
As you read the seven letters, take note that the Risen Christ judges them on the basis of 

how well they are performing the ministries He calls them to do, not on how successful they are at 
doing the things they want to do. 

 
 
 
 

O God, who art, and wast, and art to come, 
Before whose face the generations rise and pass away: 

Age after age the living seek Thee and find that of Thy faithfulness there is no end. 
Our fathers in their pilgrimage walked by Thy guidance,  

Served with Thy strength, 
And rested on Thy compassion; 

Still to their children be Thou the cloud by day 
And the fire by night. 

Where but in Thee have we a covert from life’s storms? 
O Thou sole Source of peace and righteousness, 

Take now the veil from every heart, 
And join us in one communion with Thy prophets and saints 

Who trusted in Thee and were not ashamed. 
Not of our worthiness, but of Thy tender mercy,  

Hear our prayer; 
For the sake of Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. 

Amen 
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 Ephesus: Loveless Orthodoxy 
  

"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:  
These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among 

the seven golden lampstands: I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I 
know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be 

apostles but are not, and have found them false. You have persevered and have endured 
hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. Yet I hold this against you: You have 
forsaken your first love. Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do 

the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place. But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the 

Nicolaitans, which I also hate. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is 

in the paradise of God.  
Rev. 2: 1-7 

  
It is always easier to fight for one's principles than to live up to them.    

Alfred Adler 
  
    
 
 
 



 15 

 The Risen Christ's Letter to the Church in Ephesus 

Background 

       Ephesus was the most important city in western Asia Minor (Turkey).  It had a harbor that 
opened into the Cayster River, which in turn emptied into the Aegean Sea. Because it was at the 
intersection of major trade routes, Ephesus became a commercial center.  It was also a center of 
pagan religion and superstition, being home the Temple of Artemis (Diana) and the Ephesian 
Letters which were supposed to provide magical cures for various diseases.   
  

How the Risen Christ Identifies Himself 
  

These are the words of Him who holds the seven stars in His right hand and walks among 
the seven golden lampstands. . . 

       1. He holds the seven stars in His right hand. The Greek word for to hold  is kratein, and 
describes one who has absolute control.  

I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of My 
hand. 

John 10:28 

 That is absolute control. 

      2. He walks among the golden lampstands. This tells us that Christ is active in the life of 
His Church.  Whenever believers gather to in His name, He is there with them.  

  

Commendation 
 

I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate 
wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have 
found them false. You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and 

have not grown weary.  
 

The first requisite of success is the ability to apply your physical and mental energies to one 
problem without growing weary. 

Thomas A. Edison 

       Christ commends the Ephesians hard work.  The Greek word used here is kopos. It 
describes the kind of work that takes every bit of physical and mental ability one can muster.   
       Christ commends their perseverance.  The Greek word used here is humomone. It is the 
courageous gallantry which transforms suffering and hardship into grace and glory. 
       Christ commends the Ephesians for not tolerating wicked people and testing those who claim 
to be leaders in the Church.  Repeatedly the Bible reminds us of the necessity to do this. 

"Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 
ferocious wolves."  

Matt. 7: 15 
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I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the 
flock.  

Acts 20:29 
 

If 50 million people say a foolish thing, it is still a foolish thing. 
Anatole France 

 
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 

God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can 
recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. 

This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already 
in the world.  
I John 4: 1-3 

 
Test everything. Hold on to the good.  

I Thessalonians 5: 21 

    By every measure, the church at Ephesus was orthodox.  They worked hard; they were 
doctrinally sound; and they did not tolerate any who would accommodate the world.   

Complaint 
 

You have forsaken your first love. Remember the height from which you have fallen! 
Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and 

remove your lampstand from its place.  
 

The best way to prepare oneself for new revelation of truth is to study the revelation which God 
has already given. 

William Barclay 

 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that 
you also love one another.  By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love 

for one another. 
John 13: 34-35 

   

     Ephesus was orthodox, but loveless. Something had gone wrong in the church at Ephesus.  
They had lost their first love. The hard work was there; the perseverance was there; the 
vigilance against false teachers was there.  But that wonderful enthusiasm and sense of purpose 
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that came from knowing they were forgiven sinners was gone.  They were doing church chores 
instead of being the Church. 

Q. 1. What is the chief and highest end of man? 
A. Man's chief and highest end is to glorify God and fully to enjoy Him forever. 

The Larger Catechism 

       Correction 

   If we are not enjoying God, we are just going through the motions.  When this happens, Jesus 
says we need to do three things: 
             1.  Remember.  Remember how your life was before you met Jesus Christ. Remember 
what it was that drew you to Him. Remember how you felt when you first realized that you would 
spend eternity with Jesus.  Remember that you are a forgiven sinner. Do you still feel that warmth 
and excitement; that humility and awe? Getting in touch with those memories is the first step to 
rekindling that first love. 
             2. Repent. What has cooled that enthusiasm? Repentance is our admission that we have 
gotten off track and are sorry.  It is hard to take personal responsibility for our mistakes; but once 
we have, godly sorry will follow. 
             3. Do.  Knowing we have strayed from our call, and taking responsibility for our actions is 
never enough; we must make amends.  The proof of repentance is a changed life. 
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You have forsaken your first love 
  

     What is a Christian's first love?  It is the wonderful emotion we felt at the first moment when 
we realized that Jesus Christ had paid the full price for our sins. The minute "orthodox, 
evangelical" Christians forget that they are forgiven sinners, they have lost their first love, and 
their religion becomes a very ugly thing.  

  

 
This child is the product of a modern "Ephesus." 

  
Remember the height from which you have fallen! 
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Kiss Frogs (Don't Kick them!) 

 

 

 
Ever feel like a frog?   

Frogs feel slow, ugly, puffy, drooped.   
I know.  One told me. 

The frog feeling comes when you want to share but are selfish;  
when you want to be bright, but feel dumb;  
when you want to care, but are indifferent. 

Yes, at one time or another each of us has found himself  
on a lily pad floating down the river of Life.   

Frightened and disgusted, we are too froggish to budge. 
 

Once upon a time there was a frog.   
But he wasn't really a frog.   

He was a handsome prince who looked and felt like a frog.   
A wicked witch had cast a spell on him.   

Only the kiss of a beautiful maid could save him.   
But, alas, since when do cute chicks kiss frogs?   

So there he sat, unkissed prince in frog form. 
 

But miracles happen!   
One day a beautiful maid grabbed him up and gave him a big smack.   

CRASH! BOOM! ZAP!   
There he was, a handsome prince.   

You know the rest . . . They lived happily ever after. 
 

So what is the Christian's call?  Why, to kiss frogs, of course! 
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 The Consequence 

I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. 

        The Church cannot be faithful to Christ and accommodate the sins of our culture. The 
Church cannot be faithful to Christ if the members have forgotten their own total depravity. We 
can't build Christ's Church using practices He hates.  The institution we call "the church" has little 
hope of keeping its lampstand if we persist in tailoring our ministry to the whims and prejudices of 
every culture in which we find ourselves. 

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you in the grace of 
Christ and turning to a different gospel -- not that there is another gospel, but there are 

some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 
Gal. 1: 6-7 

      The Church must continually test its leaders to see if they are being faithful teachers of the 
one, true Gospel and not Neo-Necolaitans practicing a theology of accommodation. Toleration 
and inclusiveness are not virtues when they condone practices Christ hates.       

The Heresy 
 

You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

Repetition does not transform a lie into a truth. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 
 
       The Nicolaitans were a heretical sect within the church that preached accommodation with 
pagan society.  They taught that since Christians were freed from the Law, they were at liberty to 
practice idolatry and immorality. 

Neo-Necolaitans 

 Everyone wants their god a la carte. 
 

"It can be an act of faithfulness to terminate the life of an unborn child" 
OGA-88-109, "The Covenant of Life and The Caring Community", page 10, adopted by the 195th 

General Assembly (1983)  
 

Clifton Kirkpatrick, the stated clerk of the Presbyterian Church (USA), has become a party to a 
World Council of Churches' statement that implies that U.S. President George W. Bush and 

British Prime Minister Tony Blair might appropriately be charged with war crimes for their "illegal 
resort to war" on Iraq, according to the Presbyterian News Service.  

 
"I confess that to love Jesus means to live in faithful, monogamous covenants of love. . ."   

Susan Andrews, Moderator of 215th General Assembly 
 

The First Presbyterian Church in Yorktown, NY, was the host of a "Universal Worship Service" in 
which the participants offered prayers to a smorgasbord of gods -- including those who, "whether 
known or unknown to the world, have held aloft the light of truth through the darkness of human 

ignorance." The service, which the Presbytery of Hudson River promoted by e-mail to its 
ministers, included readings from Islam, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, the tradition of the "Divine 

Female," Native Peoples and Judaism.  
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MINNEAPOLIS – To the tribal rhythms of bongo drums, about 200 women – plus a "few good 
men," as they called them – swayed slowly into the room for the opening worship of the 10th 

anniversary (and final) Re-Imaginined god Gathering.  
They came on this cloudless day, June 19, to praise water, tell their stories and be reminded that, 

as women, they have creative license to change entirely what has been an orthodox 
understanding of the Christian faith. After all, they say they believe the Bible is a product of a 

patriarchal mindset that oppressed women.  
"We don©t need folks hanging on crosses and blood dripping and weird stuff."  

 
PHILADELPHIA – When arguing for church acceptance of homosexuality, most advocates talk 

about monogamy. But others are bolder. 
"I am a strong ally of those in healthy, polyamorous relationships," declared Debra Kolodny. She 

argued that having multiple sexual partners can be "holy." Kolodyn was leading a workshop at the 
WOW (Witness Our Welcome) 2003 convention, an ecumenical gathering for "sexually and 

gender inclusive Christians."  

 
       H. Richard Niebuhr identifies liberal theology under the Christ of Culture label and sees 
liberals as accommodating Christianity to the prevailing culture.  In Niebuhr's view, Christianity 
and culture are neither in tension, nor opposed to each other. 
       "Liberals are open to the truth of other religions," said Donald E. Miller in The Westminster 
Dictionary of Christian Theology, Westminster Press, 1983. "Christianity is not viewed as the only 
expression of man's search for God or of God's revelation to man. . . Liberals tend to assume a 
broadly ecumenical attitude." 

 
 
       The Nicolaitans are still at work in the Church today. 

  "It©s an interesting congregation, Mike. Members are 
             far more consumer-conscious than they used to be. The 
             church has to deliver for its members!  Counseling,  
             social events, recovery programs, tutoring, fitness-center  
             - we have to offer it all!" 
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  "Where's God fit into all this?" asked Mike. 
             "God?  Well, God's still the draw for sure.  He's got 
             the big name." 
             "But do you ever evoke it anymore?" 
             "Um . . . Frankly, Mike, God comes with a lot of baggage. 
             The whole male, Eurocentric, guilt thing." 
 
 
    For nearly four decades, the Mainline Presbyterian Church has tried to attract new members 
with  programming.  Programs are not a substitute for sound Biblical equipping. All the efforts to 
make the Mainline denominations "fun for the entire family" and "relevant" to modern society have 
been counterproductive.  

 

People are not attracted to churches that do not know what they believe. 

  

You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  
 

Our calling is to equip saints; it is not to pander to the vices of our culture. 
 

    

    The best way to reclaim our first-love enthusiasm and avoid the trap of the Neo-Necolaitans is 
to keep the focus of our ministry on things Christ would have us do.  Think about the last church 
meeting you attended:  what issues dominated that meeting?  Were they Christ-centered or 
human-centered?   
       Nothing we can do can earn us credit in God's sight, but the stars in a church's crown will be 
those whom it has helped equip for God's work. TULIP is the best tool we have for judging all 
aspects of ministry. (If you don't know what TULIP stands for, visit the Westminster Fellowship 
web site [westminsterfellowship.org/] 
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    Five Key Questions need to be applied to worship, fellowship, mission work, etc.  When that 
occurs, all the Biblical functions of the Church will be true to their divine calling. 
             Does it help people to see their sinfulness and need salvation? 
             Does it help people see that God is sovereign and has a wonderful plan for their lives? 
             Does it help people see that Jesus Christ died for their sins; that He paid the full price for 
their salvation? 
             Does it help people see the trustworthiness of God's irresistible grace . . . to lead them to 
the good works for which they were created;  
             to convict them of their sin; to strengthen them when they become weak or weary? Does 
it help people see they are eternally secure in Christ? 

 

The Reward 
 

To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the 
paradise of God. 

       Christ promises two things to those who reclaim their lost enthusiasm and expel the false 
teachers in their midst. 
             1.  The right to eat from the tree of life.  What Adam lost, Christ  
restores.  To eat of the tree of life means to enjoy all the blessings that humanity lost in Adam's 
disobedience. 
             2.  Paradise.  We shall live and reign with Christ in His Kingdom for ever and ever. 
Amen! 

 

 

Teach us to seek after Truth and enable us to gain it; but grant that we may ever speak Thy Truth 
in love. 

In Jesus' name we pray. 
Amen 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Can you see any areas where your church is accommodating culture? 

2. How can a church “test” its leaders to be sure they are teaching the Gospel? 

3. Does your church have a “sense of purpose”?  Do you? 

4. If your church has lost the “first love” enthusiasm, what do you need to do to get it back? 

5. What principle of a Theology for the Church did you get from this letter? 
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Smyrna: The church that was faithful against all odds 

"To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First 
and the Last, who died and came to life again. I know your afflictions and your poverty-yet 

you are rich! I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan. Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil 

will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be 
faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. He who has an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt at all 

by the second death. 
Rev. 2: 8-11 

 
Life is not easy for any of us.   But what of that?   We must have perseverance and, above all, 

confidence in ourselves.   We must believe that we are gifted for something, and that this thing, at 
whatever cost, must be attained. 

Marie Curie 
 

 

The Lesson 

Be faithful, even to the point of death 

The Church is to be faithful to its calling regardless of the cost. 

Smyrna is one of two letters in which the Risen Christ offers no rebuke, only praise and 
encouragement. 

Background 

       Smyrna was a proud and beautiful city, closely aligned with Rome and eager to meet its 
demands for emperor worship.  This, plus a large and hostile Jewish population made it an 
extremely difficult place to be a Christian.  

       Smyrna was one of a very few planned cities in the ancient world.  It had been founded as a 
Greek colony around 1000 BC.  Around 600 BC, the Lydians destroyed it. Then, about 200 BC, 
Lysimachus had it rebuilt as a planned city.  For this reason, Christ's words that He was the one 
who died and came to life again would have had a special meaning to the Christians in Smyrna. 

       The congregation at Smyrna, unlike the one at Ephesus, was facing persecution, 
imprisonment for some, even death. The heart of the message was not "repent," but be faithful, 
even to the point of death, and the command was reinforced not by a threat (as in 2:5), but by a 
promise: I will give you the crown of life (v. 10), matching the promises to those who "overcome" 
in all seven messages (compare v. 11). In the message to Smyrna, the angel is a "conquering" 
angel, and the Christians there a whole assembly of "conquerors."  This is one of only two of the 
letters which offer no rebuke, only praise and encouragement. 

 

I know your afflictions and your poverty-yet you are rich! I know the slander of 
those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 

Christians are like tea bags . . .you don't know what "flavor" they are until they are in hot water. 
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your poverty 

       The poverty of the Christians was due to two things.  First, most were of the lower class of 
society.  If the economy was bad, slaves, as property of the wealthy, would eat before the lower 
classes. Second, as a despised sect, they were fair game for mobs to vandalize their homes and 
steal what little they had.  It was a very costly thing to be committed to Christ is Smyrna.  

the slander 

       There were several recurring lies spread by the Jews about Christians: 

             1. They are cannibals. This was based on the words of the sacrament. 

             2. They break up homes. The faith did divide families. 

             3. They are traitors. They would not confess that Caesar was lord. 

 

 a synagogue of Satan. 

The Greek word for congregation is sunagoge, from which we get our word synagogue. There is 
a play on words here: The Jews thought of themselves as the congregation of the Lord; but the 
Risen Christ says they are really a synagogue of Satan, because, by their actions, these people 
are showing that they are not the Covenant People, but are persecuting the Covenant People. 

       The instigators of this persecution were the Jews, just as they were in Antioch (Acts 13:50); 
in Iconium (Acts 14:2); in Lystra (Acts 14:19); and in Thessalonica (Acts 17:5).  The reason the 
Jews could cause such trouble was that synagogues attracted "God-fearers," Gentiles who were 
not willing to convert, but were drawn by the high moral and ethical teachings of the Jewish faith.  
In particular, women were attracted to Judaism.  Often these women were the wives of 
magistrates and governors; it was through these "God-fearers" that the Jews were able to bring 
persecution to the Church.  It is for this reason that Christ calls the synagogue in Smyrna a 
synagogue of Satan.  

 

How the Risen Christ Identifies Himself 

the First and the Last 

       Christians in all ages need to keep an eternal perspective.  What happens in this world is not 
all that there is.  We can never endure the trials of today without the eternal security Christ gives 
us. 

who died and came to life again. 

       The Greek verbs in this phrase are very enlightening.  The Greek for died describes a 
passing phase. Death is but a doorway to Paradise. The Greek for came to life describes an 
action completed in the past.  Christ passed through the worst this world could do to Him, and He 
was victorious!  The victory is won.  The final outcome is decided. In Christ we have eternal life. 
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The Encouragement 

Be faithful 

       The means by which Christians experience grace and receive power to endure trials is 
loyalty.  Without loyalty, nothing else matters. 

But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea 
driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything 

from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 
James 1: 6-8 

 
 

The Reward 
 

I will give you the crown of life. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. 

 
       In this life, our reward for loyalty may be a crown of thorns, but in the life to come, we will 
have a crown of glory. 

He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death. 
 
       Just as there is a physical death each must experience, so there will a second, spiritual, 
death for those outside of Christ at Judgment Day.  Christ is promising here what is promised 
throughout the New Testament:  Eternal Security.  No condemnation.  Nothing is life or death 
holds any permanent threat to Christians.  We are safe in Jesus. 
 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
Romans 8: 1 

 
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 

revealed in us. 
Romans 8: 18 

 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him who have 
been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he 

justified, he also glorified. What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, 
who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how 

will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge 
against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who is he that condemns? 
Christ Jesus, who died – more than that, who was raised to life – is at the right hand of 

God and is also interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
 Romans 8: 28-35 

 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 8: 38-39 
 

             If we could lose God's love, why should we risk be faithful? Anyone who calls on 
Christians to stand firm for Jesus in the face of persecution but does not equip them with the 
fortifying truth of TULIP and its assurance of eternal security is asking the impossible of them.   
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 Knowledge gives the saints confidence to face life's trials. Understanding the sound 
doctrines of Scripture equips saints for the work God has for us to do. 
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TULIP: The Essential Doctrines 
 

 Until Christians understand these five essential doctrines, they will never appreciate that 
from first to last, salvation is of God. Without this knowledge they will never know the power that 
triumphs over persecution. Without this knowledge, they will be secure enough to be fruitful. 
 

Total Depravity 
 

 Every human being since Adam is born with a sinful nature (Rom. 5: 21). No human 
being can ever be good enough to please our holy God (Isa. 64: 8). No human being understands 
the things of God (I Cor. 2: 14), nor do they desire to come to God (John 1: 13; Rom. 3: 11).  
Without spiritual regeneration, no human being has the ability to see Jesus Christ as his Lord and 
Savior (John 6: 44, 66; Eph. 2: 1,5). 
 

 
Unconditional Election 

 

 Until Christians understand the doctrines of TULIP, they will never appreciate that from 
the first to the last, salvation is of God.  They will never know the power that triumphs over 
persecution.  They will never be secure enough to be fruitful. 

You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit. 

John 15: 16 

 
       Before the foundation of the earth, God chose us. 

 
Even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world. 

Eph. 1: 4 
 

       God created us for His purpose. 

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

Eph. 2: 10 

       Fidelity to this call is all that matters. 
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Limited (or Particular) Atonement 
 
a. Having thus elected some to eternal life, God sent forth His Son to secure their salvation by His 
death for their sins. 
b. Both Calvinists and Arminians agree that the atonement is sufficient to pay for the sins of 
everyone in the world (it was an infinite payment), and that it is efficient only to those who accept 
Christ (only their sins will be forgiven that they may be in heaven).  Where they differ is on the 
intent of the atonement.  The Arminian says that Christ died to make it possible for all people to 
be saved, but not guaranteeing that any would actually be saved.  The Calvinist states that Christ 
died to secure (guarantee) the salvation of God's elect (see Gal. 1:4; Matt. 1:21; Rom. 8:30). 
c. Scripture proof:  Christ died not to merely make salvation possible, but to actually save 
particular sinners (Mt. 1:21; Lk. 19:10; Gal. 1:4; I Tim. 1:15).  Christ died for a particular group 
(Mt. 1:21; Jn. 10:11,15,26-28; Rom. 8:32-33; Eph. 5:25-27).  God's work of salvation is an 
unbroken chain (Rom. 8:29-30; Eph. 2:4-10). 

 
Irresistible (or Efficacious) Grace 

 
a. When God does something the result is certain.  When the Holy Spirit inwardly calls a person 
to believe, that person comes to Christ.  We should not picture the person coming against his will.  
The Holy Spirit gives a new heart and so changes and motivates the man's will that he now 
desires and loves that which he before hated. 
b. Shorter Catechism Question #31:  What is effectual calling? "Effectual calling is the work of 
God's Spirit, whereby convincing us of our sin and misery, enlightening our minds to knowledge 
of Christ, and renewing our wills, He doth persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, 
freely offered to us in the gospel." 
c. Scripture proof:  Jn. 1:13; 6:37,44,65; 10:16; Rom. 8:29-30; Eph. 2:8-10; Js. 1:18. 
  

 Perseverance of the Saints 
 

a. Those whom the Holy Spirit regenerates and brings to faith in Christ, will be kept by Christ 
(Jude 1; I Jn. 5:18 NASV, NIV) with the result that they will continue in the true faith and grow in 
Christ.  They will not fall away and be lost.  They have eternal life now, and forever. 
b. Scriptural proof:  Jn. 6:39; 10:28-29; Eph. 1:13-14; Phil. 1:6; I Pt 1:4-6. 
c. Those passages which speak of "Christians" falling away and being lost have reference to 
mere "professors," not true "possessors," of the faith. 
 
But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you.  My sheep hear 
My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.  And I give them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.  My Father, who has given 
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand.  

I and My Father are one. 
John 10: 26-30 

 
   
      With our eternal destiny secured, we can overcome anything the world throws at us. Knowing 
that the final victory has already been won, we can dare to be Christ's witnesses wherever He 
places us. 
 

 
 

He who has an ear, let him hear  
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Almighty and most merciful Father, in whom we live and move and have our being, to whose 
tender compassion we owe our safety in days past, together with all the blessings of this present 

life, and the hopes of that which is to come: We praise Thee, O God, our exceeding joy, Who 
daily pours Thy benefits upon us. Grant that Jesus our Lord, the Hope of glory, may be formed in 
us, in all humility, patience, and absolute surrender of our souls and bodies to Thy holy will and 

pleasure. Grant that this day which Thou has given unto us may be returned unto Thee in service. 
Leave us not, nor forsake us, O Father, but conduct us safe through all changes of conditions 

here, in an unchangeable love for Thee, and in holy tranquility of mind in Thy love for us, till we 
come to dwell with Thee and rejoice in Thee for ever. In Jesus' name we pray. 

Amen 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Do the members of your church have a sense of being God's Elect?  Do you? 

2. Do you have a sense of purpose?  What is God's ªcallº to you?  What gives your life 
meaning? 

3. What does your church do, or what does it need to do, to help members discover God's 
call for their lives? 

4. What principle of a Theology for the Church did you get from this letter? 
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Pergamum: The well-intentioned church that was seduced by the theology of accommodation 

"To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 
These are the words of him who has the sharp, doubleedged sword. I know where you live-

where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your 
faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put to death in your 

city-where Satan lives. Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people 
there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin 
by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. Likewise you also 
have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will 
soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give 

some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, 
known only to him who receives it.  

Rev. 2: 12-17 
 

The foes from whom we pray to be delivered are our own passions, appetites and follies; and 
against those there is always a need that we should war. 

Theodore Roosevelt 
 

The Lesson 

       The congregation that practices the theology of accommodation will not be blessed by Christ, 
and may actually find itself at war with Him. 

Background 

       Pergamum was the ancient capital of Asia.  It was built on a conical hill which rose 1000 
feet above the surrounding region. Pergamum considered itself the custodian of Greek 
culture. It was an intellectual center, with a library second only to the one in Alexandria.  In 
fact, the word parchment is derived from Pergamum. 
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How the Risen Christ Identifies Himself 

These are the words of him who has the sharp, doubleedged sword. . . 

 Roman governors were divided into two classes: 

1. ius gladii: Those who had the power of the sword; 

2. Those who did not. 

Those who had the power of the sword had the authority to have someone executed.  
 
Jesus is saying that while the power of ius gladii is awesome, He wields a sharp, 

doubleedged sword. Rome may be in control now, but the ultimate power is Christ's. 

 

Commendation 
 

I know where you live-where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true to my name. You 
did not renounce your faith in me, even in the days of Antipas, who was put to death in 

your city-where Satan lives.  

I know where you live. . . 

       The Greek here is a bit unusual; normally, Christians are presented sojourners in this world.  
Heaven is our permanent home.  Yet here, Christ uses katoikein, which describes one©s 
permanent residence.  The point is that as Christians, our focus needs to be on conquest, not 
escape.  It has been said of some believers that they are so heavenly minded that they are of no 
earthly good. Our duty is to be Christ©s ambassador wherever we find ourselves. The more 
pressure we feel to accommodate and compromise, the greater is our obligation to be faithful 
witnesses to Christ. 
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Satan has his throne 

 

       There was a great altar to Zeus in front of the Temple of Athene which stood 800 feet up on 
Pergamum's conical hill.  It was forty feet high, and stood like a projecting ledge of rock, looking 
just like a giant throne on the hillside.  This is probably what Christ was alluding to when He 
spoke of Satan's throne. 

. . .did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who 
was killed among you. . . 

 
The amount of resistance to something is equal to the potential gain. 

Allan Hunkin 
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       Antipas was the first martyr in Asia.  Tradition has it that during the reign of Domitian, he was 
slowly roasted to death in a bronze kettle.  In honor of his sacrifice, Christ bestows on him the 
title, my faithful witness, which is the Lord's own title (Rev. 1:5). 

     The Greek word martus gives us our word martyr; but it was the normal word for witness.  For 
many Christians, being a witness and being a martyr have meant the same thing. 

          

Complaint 
 

Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the 
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food 

sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. Likewise you also have those 
who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  

 
 

A man who trims himself to suit everybody will soon whittle himself away. 
Charles Schwab 

 
       The Christians in the church in Pergamum were permitting, no doubt in the name of toleration 
and inclusiveness, the teaching of Balaam. Balaam advised the Midianite women how to lead 
the Israelites away from God (Num. 25:1-2; 31:16).  He serves as a prototype of all corrupt 
teachers who seek to deceive believers into compromise and accommodation with worldliness. 

Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
 

He that always gives way to others will end in having no principles of his own. 
Aesop 

       The Nicolaitans were a heretical sect within the church that taught a theology of 
accommodation with the cultural norms of the community into the Church. The fault of the 
Nicolaitans was that their theology of accommodation was solely to save themselves from the 
trouble of actually helping those who were caught up in sinful behavior.  This is still true.  
       *Rather than help the homosexual, the modern Nicolaitans condone the behavior.   
       *Rather than stand up for the life of the unborn child, they condone abortion.   
       *Rather than learn how to be responsible parents, they leave their children undisciplined.   
       *Rather than stand up to a tyrant, they adopt a posture of pacifism.  
 
       Far from being more compassionate, modern Nicolaitans are just avoiding the price of getting 
involved. 

 

       Every Christian should be prepared to be different from the world around him.  The most 
common word for believers in the New Testament is hagios, which means different, separate.  
We usually translate this word as saint.  Every congregation should be prepared to teach the 
Truth. Balaam in the OT, Nicolaitans in the NT, and liberals in the church today were not 
prepared to be ªdifferent.º   
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The modern Balaams and Nicolaitans have so diluted the Gospel that many no longer 
have any confidence in their beliefs.  

A True Story 

A friend in the deep South of Illinois welcomed a guest organist this past summer who 
recently resigned her job as music director of a UCC church. 

    Typical of congregational communications these days, my friend got the scoop from her 
husband after worship during fellowship hour. 

    Apparently, a new pastor was called to the church who announced on his very first Sunday 
that only two Christian services a year would be held from now on (viz., Christmas and 
Easter).  He planned to lead "worship" like an imam on Ramadan, rabbi on Hanukkah, and so 
on; enabling Buddhist meditations on off Sundays. 

    Parenthetically, if you're not familiar with the big days for rival religions, they're listed every 
year in our Presbyterian Planning Calendar. 

    Whoa! 

    Obviously, Exodus 20 and Ephesians 4 along with countless Biblical witnesses antithetical 
to syncretistic sympathies haven't made it into that guy's neo-Jeffersonian weltanschauung; 

hesitating to mention the editors of our beloved PPC. 
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    Nonetheless, the organist finally quit when he reserved Saturdays in the sanctuary for 
Wicca celebrations. 

 

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:  For men will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy,  unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, 

despisers of good,  traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God,  having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 

II Tim. 3: 1-5 

Dare To Be Different 

 
      During the Viet Nam war two US Army helicopter pilots came upon a village where US 
soldiers were herding villagers into a ditch and shooting them.  They landed, got out, and put 
themselves between their comrades and the villagers in order to stop the massacre.  The 
village was Mi Lai.  

 
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

II Tim. 3: 16-17 

 

Equip Yourself 

It is every Christian's responsibility to know what the Bible teaches and to be a witness to 
it in the world in which he finds himself. Regardless of cost.  (Remember Antipas)  

Woe to the Church that does not equip its members with the confidence that comes from 
embracing TULIP! 

Be Prepared to Share the Essentials 

  Apart from Christ, everyone is dead in sin (Eph. 2: 1,5); that's total depravity. 
             God unconditionally chooses those who will serve Him  (Eph 1: 4; 2: 8-10); that's 

unconditional election.   
Christ died on the cross to pay the price for the sins of the chosen (Col.1: 21-22);                   

that's limited atonement. 
             The Holy Spirit draws all the chosen to Christ (John 6: 37,44);                                    

that's irresistible grace. 
            All the chosen will go to Heaven (John 10: 28-29);  

             that's perseverance of the saints. 
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Correction 
 

Repent therefore! 

The first great gift we can bestow on others is a good example. 
Thomas Morell 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  A young man comes up to Charlie Brown and announces, "I've got this whole Santa Claus bit 
licked, Charlie Brown!    

If there is a Santa Claus, he's going to be too nice not to bring me anything for Christmas no 
matter how I act . . . right? Right!   

And if there isn't any Santa Claus then I haven't really lost anything, right?" 
     "Wrong,"  says Charlie Brown, "but I don't know where!" 

       The modern Balaams and Nicolaitans have so diluted the Gospel that we no longer have any 
confidence in our beliefs.  If there is a God, He must accept everyone's faults, right?  If there isn't 
a God, then why bother correcting anyone? 
        

I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 

       At some point in the future, Jesus Christ is going to war with those who practice the theology 
of accommodation. His faithful witnesses are those who are not afraid to be different, who are 
willing to offer themselves as good examples.  Christ's enemies are those who teach 
accommodation and compromise. 
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The Reward 
 

To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. . .  

       The hidden manna is offered instead of the food sacrificed to idols. Jesus, the bread of life 
(John 6: 31-35), promises Himself to those who refuse to compromise. 

 
Blessed are the pure in heart,  

       for they will see God.  
Matt. 5: 8 

       Those who would accommodate the world cannot expect to see Christ. 

I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who 
receives it.  

 

The White Stone of Pergamum 

       The white stone is the new creation the believer becomes in Christ (II Cor. 5: 17). In Greek, 
there are two words for new.  Neos means new in point of time. Kainos means not only new in 
point of time, but also in point of quality. The Risen Christ used kainos, so He is promising us that 
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as new creations, we will experience a wonderful new quality of life.  Christ also promises a new 
status of glory into which the faithful will enter when this earthly life is complete.  Like Antipas, we 
will receive a new name, the name of Christ Himself.   

. . .which no one knows except him who receives it. .  

This is something the world will never be able to understand.   

These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy 
Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man does not 

receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

I Cor. 2: 13-14 
 

He said to them, ªBut who do you say that I am?º   
 Simon Peter answered and said, ªYou are the Christ, the Son of the living God.º   

 Jesus answered and said to him, ªBlessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 

Matt. 16: 15-17 
 

All who are able to make this profession have a sacred responsibility to be faithful 
witnesses. 

 
 

 
If you were arrested for being a “Christian,” would there be enough evidence to convict you? 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform 
any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.  
Rom. 12: 1-2 

 
 

O Lord of all good life,  
we pray Thee to purify our lives. 

Help us each day to know more of Thee, 
and by the power of Thy Spirit use us  

to show forth Thyself to others. 
Make us humble, brave and loving; 

make us ready for adventure. 
We do not ask that Thou wilt keep us safe, 

but that Thou wilt keep us ever loyal to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
In His name we pray. 

Amen 
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Discussion Questions 

 

1. Is it possible that you are missing God's blessing by accommodating your culture?  How? 

2. Are there times when you or your church tolerate things Christ hates? 

3. What is different ± holy ±about you because you are a Christian? 

4. What does your church do, or what does it need to do, to promote a sense of holiness 
among the members? 
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Thyatira: The Corrupt Church 
 

The church where toleration became a sin. 
 
 

"To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 
These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are 

like burnished bronze. I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and 
perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first. Nevertheless, I have 
this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her 

teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food 
sacrificed to idols. I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 

So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her 
suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. I will strike her children dead. Then all the 
churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of 
you according to your deeds. Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not 

hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan's so-called deep secrets (I will not impose 
any other burden on you): Only hold on to what you have until I come. To him who 

overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations--  
    'He will rule them with an iron scepter;  

       he will dash them to pieces like pottery' -- just as I have received authority from my 
Father. I will also give him the morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches. 
Rev. 2: 18-29 

 
Never "for the sake of peace and quiet" deny your own experience or convictions. 

Dag Hammarskjold 
 
 

The Lesson 
 

Holy living must be our goal. 
 

Never tolerate anything the Risen Christ finds intolerable. 
 

A congregation can be crowded and a hive of activities  and still not be Christ's Church. If 
people come to be entertained instead of instructed; To be comforted instead of confronted; It 
is an ecclesiastical country club, not a Christian Church. 
To be ªChrist's Churchº holy living must be the goal.  

 
 
 

Background 
 

 Thyatira was a smaller city located further inland in the fertile Lycus River Valley.  It once 
belonged to the kingdom of Pergamum, and few archaeological remains have been found.  

The message to Thyatira is the longest of the seven messages. According to Acts 16:14, 
Thyatira was the home of Lydia, a "dealer in purple cloth."  The reference suggests the 
city©s significance in connection with the dye industry, and perhaps also the relative freedom 
of its women in pursuing careers.  It was also known to have many trade guilds. 
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How the Risen Christ Identifies Himself 
 

These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine 
brass. . . 

 
 

The city god of Thyatira, Tyrimnos, was identified with the Greek sun god, Apollo. By this 
identity, the Risen Christ presents Himself in opposition to their cultural deity. 

 
fine brass 

 
Members of the local bronze-smith guild would recognize the meaning of chalcolibanon ± 

fine brass ± a word which occurs nowhere else in Greek literature. 
How the Risen Christ identifies Himself shows how well He knows this congregation. 
 

 
Commendation 

 
I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you 

are now doing more than you did at first. 
 

       Here is a real novelty:  A congregation that gets along loving with each other; is service-
oriented; and these qualities are increasing. Notice how the commendable qualities came in 
pairs. Service is the response to love; perseverance comes from faithfulness. 
       On the surface, the Church of Thyatira appeared strong and flourishing. 

 
The Complaint 

 
Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls 

herself a prophetess.  
 

 Toleration of corruption is sin. Corruption is like cancer . . . It eats away at the 
healthiest bodies. 

 
Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words 
to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to 

God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 
But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17 

And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort. . . 
II Tim. 2: 14-17 

 
 The ªantidoteº to corruption is rightly understanding Scripture. 
 

tolerate that woman Jezebel 
 
She was a corrupting influence in the church. Her goal was to enhance the church. 

But like her namesake, her ªinclusivenessº would destroy the worship of God's Chosen 
People. 
 
Let us know, that God is forsaken as soon as men turn aside from His pure Word, and that all 

are apostates who turn here and there, and do not follow what God approves. 
John Calvin  
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The problem in Thyatira was not external; it came from within the congregation. Jezebel 
was corrupting the congregation with her teaching of accommodation with culture. The Risen 
Christ's answer was clear and unequivocal: Indeed I will cast her into a sickbed, and 
those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of their 
deeds. I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He 
who searches the minds and hearts.  

 
[A Side Issue: Women as Church Leaders:  The Bible makes it clear that women in some 
congregations were permitted to do things forbidden in others.    The Risen Christ©s complaint 
is not that a woman is teaching, but that she is teaching heresy.] 
 

 
The Tyranny of Tolerance  

       For some people today tolerance is the only real virtue and intolerance the only vice. 
(Rodney King theology:  "Can't we all get along?") Yesterday, I received a copy of an e-mail sent 
to a friend: 

______, I very much appreciate your need to share your beliefs with the Church members that 
are on the email list.   I am requesting that you not include me on your list in the future.   One 
of the attributes I enjoy about the Presbyterian Church is acceptance of all people.   Especially in 
this advent season characterized by love and joy, I look to the Church for inclusion not exclusion 

and division.   Your emails do not reflect this very core value and after I read them I find 
myself very sad and disillusioned with the Church.    

-- L 
 

However, just as we expect secular leaders to uphold the law, we must expect spiritual leaders to 
uphold their constitution, which in Christianity is Holy Scripture. And that can't be changed by 
majority vote, nor can it be changed by V. Gene Robinson's assertion that God wanted him to 

wear the miter without altering his lifestyle.  
To the majority of Christians ± especially those living in the Southern Hemisphere ± this implies 

that God has gone back on his Word, for to them Scripture is the inspired word of God. But if God 
were to go back on his word at every whim of the sinner, what kind of God would he be?  

Which brings us to the evident conflict between God©s word and the secular commandment to be 
tolerant ± a commandment Rabbi Daniel Lapin branded as tyrannical, and rightly so? In some 

academic settings, your tolerance must be so limitless that you must not allow yourself to 
disbelieve in Darwinism, lest you be prevented from graduating in medicine.  

And according to the latest ruling by a Colorado judge, you may not home-school your children, 
unless you promise not to teach Biblical standards of sexual behavior because those might 

inculcate the kids with "homophobia." Taken to its extreme, the tyranny of tolerance is bound to 
lead to the persecution of orthodox believers affirming the sanctity of marriage as an order of 

creation or the sanctity of life, born or unborn.  
Already, the tyranny of tolerance has made victims of scores of millions of Bible-believing 

Anglicans worldwide ± those with whom the Episcopal Church has broken fellowship by leaving 
the common platform when it consecrated V. Gene Robinson at the expense of Holy Scripture, 

and embraced the new theology of tolerance. 
In effect, the tiny Episcopal Church USA ± 2.1 million members ± told those masses: What you 
backward folks believe, and what our ancestors believed, is of no concern to us. That©s massive 
discrimination and a display of massive intolerance. No wonder even Christians in other parts of 
the world ± never mind the Muslims ± become more and more outraged by this relentless display 

of what they understandably perceive as American arrogance.  
The tyranny of tolerance 

By Uwe Siemon-Netto 
UPI Religion Editor  

Thursday, November 6, 2003  
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       No one can possibly achieve any real or lasting success by being a conformist.                     
J. Paul Getty  

The theology of accommodation is a cruel hoax.  It appears to be tolerant and welcoming, 
but in reality it denies the sinner constructive care.  The theology of accommodation 
manifests itself in two forms: 
             1. Accommodation condones sin. 
             2. Accommodation creates a perverted form of fellowship. 
 
       In an effort to include the sinner in the church, it condones sin. By accepting sinful 
behavior as an alternate lifestyle, people are denied help at their point of need.  This is like an 
AA chapter attempting to attract new members with an open bar. 
 

What we keep from God, keeps us from God. 
 

 
Trustee or Professor 

 
 The Risen Christ's complaint against the church in Thyatira is that they were too tolerant, 
too inclusive.  Jezebel was an evil influence on the life and worship of the congregation.  
People who undermine Christ's work in any congregation must not be tolerated, for any 
reason.  

This woman was no outside agitator, no anti-religion radical; she was a member in good 
standing, a pillar of the church, a leader. All she wanted to do was to bring some fresh new 
ideas to the congregation in order to make it more appealing to those unfamiliar with the 
Christian faith. 
        

Whenever a congregation seeks new leadership they have a choice: 
             A trustee, who faithfully teaches the Word which has been entrusted to him; or  

      a professor, who creatively interprets the faith according to his own perceptions of the 
needs of the congregation. 

 
Jezebel was a professor.   
 
 

By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of 
food sacrificed to idols. 

 
Abstention from eating food offered to idols was one of the conditions placed on Gentile 

converts (Acts 15:29).  This was extremely hard for Christians in Thyatira. It virtually cut 
believers off from all social fellowship with non-Christians.  There were few occasions and 
almost no banquets, where a believer could be sure meat previously offered to idols would 
not be served.     

There was another, even more costly, consequence.  This prohibition meant that 
Christians could not join the trade guilds, for all the guilds had a common meal as the central 
part of their meetings, which, by the way, were usually held in a pagan temple.  Without guild 
membership, it was nearly impossible to get work. 

 
Jezebel taught the theology of accommodation.  She told the members that there was no 

need to cut themselves off from society ("How will you reach the unchurched if you do that?"); 
or to refuse to join a guild ("God would not want your family to starve.")  In other words, she 
taught the believers in Thyatira to accommodate their religion to their culture.  

 
The Bible's teaching about sexual morality has always been a hard sell. No sex outside 

marriage (But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to 
marry than to burn with passion. I Cor. 7:9).  Christian marriage is between one man and 
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one woman ('For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh.' Matt. 19:5). Sex in any other way is forbidden. No 
buts; or what ifs; no exceptions.  

Former PCUSA Moderator Susan Andrews, in an address to commissioners at the 214th 
General Assembly, said, "I confess that to love Jesus means to live in faithful, monogamous 
covenants of love. . ."   

 
I believe the Risen Christ would call her Jezebel.  
 

 
 

Jezebel was teaching that Christians need not be so exclusive about Jesus 
Christ.  

 
"After all, isn't everyone worshiping the same deity, just with other names?"  
"Who are you to think Jesus is the only way to God?" 

 
 

Dutch bishop: Call God ‘Allah’ to ease relations 

Roman Catholic leader stokes already heated debate on religion 

Updated: 10:29 a.m. CT Aug 15, 2007 

AMSTERDAM - A Roman Catholic Bishop in the Netherlands has proposed people of all 
faiths refer to God as Allah to foster understanding, stoking an already heated debate on religious 
tolerance in a country with one million Muslims. 

Bishop Tiny Muskens, from the southern diocese of Breda, told Dutch television on Monday that 
God did not mind what he was named and that in Indonesia, where Muskens spent eight years, 
priests used the word "Allah" while celebrating Mass. 

"Allah is a very beautiful word for God. Shouldn©t we all say that from now on we will name God 
Allah? ... What does God care what we call him? It is our problem." 

A survey in the Netherlands© biggest-selling newspaper De Telegraaf on Wednesday found 92 
percent of the more than 4,000 people polled disagreed with the bishop©s view, which also drew 
ridicule. 
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"Sure. Lets call God Allah. Lets then call a church a mosque and pray five times a day. Ramadan 
sounds like fun," Welmoet Koppenhol wrote in a letter to the newspaper. 

Gerrit de Fijter, chairman of the Protestant Church in the Netherlands, told the paper he 
welcomed any attempt to "create more dialogue", but added: "Calling God 'Allah' does no justice 
to Western identity. I see no benefit in it." 

A spokesman from the union of Moroccan mosques in Amsterdam said Muslims had not asked 
for such a gesture. 

Religious tensions on the rise 
Signs of tension had already surfaced in the last two weeks after the head of a committee for 
former Muslims was attacked and populist anti-immigration politician Geert Wilders called for the 
Koran to be banned. 

Bishop Muskens, who will shortly retire, has raised eyebrows in the past with suggestions that 
those who are hungry may steal bread and that condoms should be permissible in the fight 
against HIV and AIDS. 

Some Dutch Muslims welcomed his comments as a valuable gesture of support coming just days 
after Wilders branded the Quran a "fascist book" in the vein of Adolf Hitler's "Mein Kampf" which 
legitimizes violence. 

Wilders, whose new party won nine seats out of the 150 in parliament in last November's 
elections, is well known for his firebrand remarks on Islam. 

He said an attack by two Moroccans and a Somali on the head of a Dutch group for "ex-Muslims" 
had spurred him to write. 

Issues of immigration and integration had faded from the Dutch political agenda over the last 
year, after a period of unprecedented social tension sparked by the 2004 murder of Theo Van 
Gogh, a filmmaker critical of Islam, by a Muslim militant. 

 
 
I believe the Risen Christ would call him Jezebel.  

 
 

 
Accommodation is not new 

 
knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation  

II Peter I: 20 
 

       Any "teacher" who professes a more liberal interpretation is always going to be popular.  
But the effect of such interpretation is to teach Christ's servants that human urges hold a 
higher authority in the Church than the Word of God.  What humans want to be true is more 
important than what God says is true.  The theology of accommodation distracts us from 
seeing Jesus Christ as Lord of the Church. 
       If we can be liberal in our attitudes about work and friendships, then we can also be 
liberal about our attitudes towards religion in general.  Jezebel was teaching that Christians 
need not be so exclusive about Jesus Christ. ("After all, isn't everyone worshiping the same 
deity, just with other names?" "Who are you to think Jesus is the only way to God?") The 
current liberal theology in the PCUSA is rooted in just such an attitude.  
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       By the middle of the 1920s, the liberals had gained control of the Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions. Their philosophy was spelled out in a publication called Re-thinking 
Missions:  A Laymen's Inquiry after One Hundred Years, funded by John D. Rockefeller. The 
theological section of the publication argued that the uniqueness of Christianity did not lay in 
doctrine but in its selection of truths that were essentially available in all religions. This radical 
departure from traditional Reformed/Calvinist beliefs was given added weight when novelist, 
and Presbyterian missionary, Peal S. Buck said, "I think this is the only book I have ever read 
that seems to me literally true in its every observation and right in its every conclusion."  The 
Calvinists responded by establishing the Independent Board of Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions. 
         By 1934, the General Assembly had a clear choice to make:  Preserve the faith or 
preserve the institution.  The General Assembly chose to preserve the institution and drove 
out the faithful. 
 
         Bradley Longfield in his book, The Presbyterian Controversy, writes:  "the current 
identity crisis of the Presbyterian Church has its roots in the conflicts of the 1920s when the 
church opted for institutional above doctrinal unity."  
The 1934 General Assembly chose universalism and a theology of accommodation rather 
than the Biblical, Reformed beliefs that had been the bulwark of Presbyterianism for 300 
years. In 1934, the General Assembly chose the teachings of Jezebel of Thyatira and they 
prevail to this day. 
 
       In case you doubt this, I offer two illustrations.  
             1. A short time ago the First Presbyterian Church in Yorktown, NY, was the host of a 
"Universal Worship Service" in which the participants offered prayers to a smorgasbord of 
gods -- including those who, "whether known or unknown to the world, have held aloft the 
light of truth through the darkness of human ignorance." The service, which the Presbytery of 
Hudson River promoted by e-mail to its ministers, included readings from Islam, Buddhism, 
Zoroastrianism, the tradition of the "Divine Female," Native Peoples and Judaism.    While 
there were three Islamic prayers - Saum, Salat and Khatum - and one reading from the 
Koran, the service included only one New Testament verse: the King James version of 1 Cor. 
9:10, "For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in 
hope; and he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope,"  Jesus was 
mentioned as a peer of prophets, but not as the Son of God, when the congregation read 
from the Salat: "Allow us to recognize Thee in all Thy Holy Names and Forms, as Rama, as 
Krishna, as Shiva, as Buddha. Let us know Thee as Abraham, as Solomon, as Zarathustra, 
as Moses, as Jesus, as Muhammed,"  

          2."Our maker Sophia, we are women in your image: With the hot blood of our wombs we 
give form to new life ... Our mother Sophia, we are women in your image: with nectar between 

our thighs we invite a lover, we birth a child; With our warm body fluids we remind the world of its 
pleasures and sensations."  

1993 Reimagining Conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 

       The claim of Christianity is not that Jesus Christ is a Savior; nor even the chief among 
saviors.   

I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
John 14: 6 

 
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by 

which we must be saved. 
Acts 4: 12 
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"A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said wouldn't be a great moral 
teacher.   He would either be a lunatic on the level with a man who says he's a poached egg -- or 
else he would be the devil of hell; you must take your choice.   Either this was, and is, the Son of 
God, or else a madman or something worse.   You can shut Him up for a demon; or you can fall 
at His feet and call Him Lord and God.   But don't come up with any patronizing nonsense about 

His being a great moral teacher.   He hasn't left that alternative open to us." 
C. S. Lewis 

       The Risen Christ is not tolerant.  The old choice is still the choice: 

But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, 

or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the LORD. 

Joshua 24: 15 
 
 

The Consequence 
 

So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with 
her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. I will strike her children dead. 

Then all the churches will know that I am He who searches hearts and minds, and I will 
repay each of you according to your deeds. 

 

       Many of us are more comfortable with a Jesus who holds lambs and welcomes children.  
This Risen Christ is one tough, intolerant, Lord.  

So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her 
suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. I will strike her children dead. Then all the 
churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of 

you according to your deeds. 

       Many of us are more comfortable with a Jesus who holds lambs and welcomes children.  
This Risen Christ is one tough, intolerant, Lord.  

I am He who searches hearts and minds 

To most people, the church in Thyatira looked great. It was growing; members were 
active in good works. Much of the ªcreditº went to Jezebel. Her ªnewº ideas re-vitalized the 
congregation. But the Risen Christ sees the difference between repentance and accommodation; 
between holy living and getting along by going along. 

       But the Risen Christ knows that a theology of accommodation is a cruel hoax.  It will not 
equip His servants for the work He has for us to do; and He will not tolerant anyone who 
undermines His servants by teaching them that bad is OK and compromise is good, and truth is 
relative.   
       Anyone who teaches Christ©s servants that human urges are more authoritative than His 
Word will be punished. 
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The Reward 
 

To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations--  
    'He will rule them with an iron scepter;  

       he will dash them to pieces like pottery' -- just as I have received authority from my 
Father. I will also give him the morning star.  

 
       To those who are faithful, the reward is twofold. 
        

I will give authority over the nations 

       It may seem like we are giving up a lot to follow Christ.  We don't get to do the "fun stuff" that 
other people get to do.  But the final victory over the self-destructive desires of worldliness will go 
to the faithful.  Our lusts will not rule us; we will have a divine authority over the desires of the 
flesh. 

Blessed are the meek,  
For they shall inherit the earth. 

Matt. 5: 5 

 

I will also give him the morning star.  

       Christ is called the bright morning star (Rev. 22:16).  The promise of the morning star is the 
promise of Christ Himself.   

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 
Matt. 28: 20 

       With Him, in Him, we are eternally secure. 
 

 

Lord of all good life, we pray Thee to purify our lives.   
Give us a divine intolerance of all that would distract us from Thee. 

Help us each day to see Thee more clearly, walk with Thee more nearly, 
and to love Thee more dearly. 

By the power of Thy Holy Spirit, use us to draw others to Thyself. 
Make us humble, brave, and loving; 

prepare and equip us for whatever Thou has for us to do. 
We do not ask that Thou would keep safe or comfortable,  

but that Thou would keep us ever loyal to our only Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

In His name we pray. 
Amen 
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Discussion Questions 

 

1. What is your church doing to attract new members?  Are Christian standards being 
compromise? 

2. How do the activities of your church serve to equip the members for the work of ministry? 
3. How can a church welcome sinners without tolerating their sin? 
4. What is the best safeguard against the theology of accommodation? 
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Sardis: The church that lived to please itself 
 
 

"To the angel of the church in Sardis write: 
These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know 
your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Wake up! Strengthen 
what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of 
my God. Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But 

if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will 
come to you. Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They 
will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. He who overcomes will, like them, 

be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life, but will 
acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels. He who has an ear, let him hear 

what the Spirit says to the churches.  
Rev. 3: 1-6 

 
The chains of habit are too weak to be felt until they are too strong to be broken. 

Samuel Johnson 
 

 
 

The Lesson 

       Any theology of accommodation will inevitably lead Christians into apostasy [a falling away 
from beliefs once held]. This is true whether the church is accommodating its members or its 
culture.  Any body, be it marine or ecclesiastical, that is self-absorbed will become stagnant and 
fit only for breeding pests. 
       The sin of the church of Sardis was that it had become spiritually apostate.  It appeared to be 
alive and vibrant; it was liked by all and offended no one; but it was dead in the Lord's eyes. A 
truly vital ministry will always find itself under attack. A Church which preaches the Gospel will 
always have its detractors. 

Padre to King of Id:  I need a subject for this week's sermon. 
King to Padre:  How about "The evils of gambling"? 

Padre:  No good.  We're raffling off a convertible this month. 
Wizard of Id 

 
Woe to you when all men speak well of you! 

Luke 6: 26 
 

The word Sardis means "to leaveª or "Escaping Ones"  It is the "dead church" from which 
you have “to leave " 
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The Background 

        Sardis was situated almost directly south of Thyatira, in the direction of Smyrna and the sea. 
Its greatest days were behind it, but this once proud capital of the ancient kingdom of Lydia (later 
the western capital of the Persian Empire) was still, under Roman rule, an important center of the 
woolen industry. Abundant archaeological remains include a temple to Artemis, a huge 
gymnasium and the largest synagogue yet found in the ancient world, suggesting a Jewish 
community numbering in the thousands (Finegan 1981:177-78). Yet as far as we are told, the 
problem of the congregation in John's time was not with the Jews, nor with the Roman Empire, 
nor with heresy, but solely with itself.  

 
 

The Temple of Artemis 
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The Gymnasium 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Largest Synagogue in the Ancient world 
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The Point 
 

Apathy and apostasy are more deadly to a congregation than heresy or persecution. 
 
 

How the Risen Christ Identifies Himself 

These are the words of Him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 

Seven Spirits: Two Meanings 

1. It denotes the Holy Spirit with His seven-fold gifts. (Isa. 11: 2) 
2. It denotes the Holy Spirit in His seven-fold operation.  

 There are seven churches, yet in each of them the Holy Spirit operates with all His 
presence and power. 
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The Risen Christ holds the seven spirits: He controls the gifts of the Holy Spirit and is 
universally present in all congregations of His Church. 

the seven stars 

The stars stand for the churches. The Church is Christ's. The decisive factor in the true 
Church must be Christ's will, not the members. Any congregation is dead without the spiritual 
power and illumination only Christ can give. 

*He is the Giver of the Holy Spirit, and the Guardian of the angel who shepherds them.  

 

The Complaint 
 

I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.  

How to Become a Member of a Modern “Sardis” 

New Members are generally received monthly at the Session Meeting (the Session are the 
ordained Elders and Trustees of the church).  This is usually the first Monday night of each 

month.  New Members are invited to gather, on the Month which is most convenient, at 6:30 p.m. 
in Friendship Hall.  There you will receive nametags, get your photo taken and meet with 
Deacons.  Then at 7:00 p.m. the group is invited to move into the Chapel where you are 

welcomed by senior pastor, Tom Are, Jr. and Deacons introduce New Members to the Elders.  
New Members are then invited to share pie and coffee with some of the Deacons. 

 
The final part of the process is that you are invited to be introduced to the congregation (generally 

on the following Sunday) in Sunday morning worship service (time) of your choice. 
From the web site of a Mainline congregation 

 
 Christ has never called a saint so he could show up when it was convenient and have 
desert with the officers. 
 

Woe to you when all men speak well of you! 
Luke 6: 26 

 
Any body, be it marine or ecclesiastical, that is self-absorbed will become stagnant and fit 

only for breeding pests. The sin of the church of Sardis was that it had become spiritually 
apostate.  It appeared to be alive and vibrant; it was liked by all and offended no one; but it 
was dead in the Lord's eyes. A truly vital ministry will always find itself under attack. A Church 
which preaches the Gospel will always have its detractors. 

            "We have met the enemy," Walt Kelly announced a generation ago in his comic strip 
Pogo, "and he is us!" The message to Sardis lists no specific enemies, internal or external. There 
is no name calling -- no liars, no Balaam or Jezebel, no deep secrets of Satan, no synagogue of 
Satan, no throne of Satan.  Yet no other message is more urgent than this one. Walt Kelly was 
right. Too often, when we encounter no spiritual adversaries, it is because we are the enemy.  
 
       Recently,  we boarded our dog as we took our vacation.  Supposedly Scruffy would be 
pampered while staying in a private cabaña at a pet resort and spa. [It actually was a concrete 
cubical, and judging by his demeanor when he got home, he was not pampered while there.] His 
accommodations were almost as expensive as ours, and there was a lot more paperwork. 
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       When I picked Scruffy up, the staff gave me a "report card" for his stay: 
             Ate lightly.  Scruffy likes one kind of dog food, and no others.  This was noted in the 
papers we had to supply them.  They promised me when he "checked in" that they would buy him 
that food if he did not eat theirs (we were not allowed to supply food for him).  Of course he ate 
lightly, he was not getting the food he craved. 
             Just Hung Out was the way they described his interaction. They weren't doing the things 
he wanted to do; and he didn't understand what they were doing. 
 
     Choosing a church is much like choosing a kennel.  Where the standards are high, business is 
good. Slick advertising may get people in the door; but when hype is a substitute for performance, 
repeat business is unlikely. 
 
       Now think about your church.  Are the members eating lightly because they are not getting 
the food they crave?  (What percentage of your members attend worship and Sunday School?  
What percentage of your officers attend?  Are they expected to learn something when they 
attend, or is attendance an end in itself?) Are many of the members just hanging out because 
they don't understand what's going on, and it doesn't seem to meet any need that they are aware 
of?  Is your congregation more hype than performance? (Next time you get a newsletter, count 
the number of times words like exciting, meaningful, life-changing, etc., are used, then look 
around and see who exactly is excited; who thinks this is meaningful; and whose life is being 
changed.  If your church were a kennel, would you send your dog there?) What needs to be done 
to correct this condition? 

And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as 
unto babes in Christ. 

       I Cor. 3: 1 

       The Bible distinguishes between two kinds of Christians, carnal and spiritual.  Obviously, 
most of the Christians in Sardis were the carnal kind.  A carnal Christian is a converted believer 
whose life is still dominated by his old, sinful, nature.  
Therefore carnal Christians are not enjoying full fellowship with Christ, nor have they wholly 
surrendered to the will of God for their lives.  These Christians are living under their own power 
and not the power of the Holy Spirit; their lives do reflect the fruits of the their sinful nature. 

The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 

dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did 
before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.  

Gal. 5: 19-21 

 

 

A young man worked very hard to save up enough money to take his first vacation, an ocean 
cruise.  He carefully pack all his clothing, and toiletries. Then, because he would be gone for a 

week, he packed cheese and crackers for him to eat. 
When evening came on the first day of his big adventure, the young man noticed other 

passengers going in to the dining room and having a delicious dinner.  He returned to his cabin 
and ate cheese and crackers. 

The next morning, he noticed people eating a wonderful breakfast in the dining room.  He went 
back to his cabin and ate cheese and crackers. 

So it went until the last day of the cruise.  By then, the cheese and crackers were quite stale, and 
the young man became desperate for a "decent meal."  He went to the ship's steward and 

begged him, "Please, sir! I will do anything for one good meal before this cruise is finished!" 
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The steward looked at the young man in astonishment. "Sir, are you not a passenger? Has your 
fare not been paid?  You are entitled to eat any of the food offered abroad this ship.  Everything 

we have to offer became yours when your ticket was purchased. 
All the young man could say was, "I didn't know." 

(Failure to equip believers with TULIP virtually guarantees that they will be Cheese and Crackers 
Christians.) 

        There is no heresy in Sardis.  The congregation is not under attack by any outside force.  
They were just a congregation holding the form of religion but denying the power of it. (II 
Tim. 3:5) There were a lot of cheese and cracker Christians in Sardis.  There are a lot of cheese 
and cracker Christians in the Church today. 
 

Christ's Imperatives 

Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard 
 

Remember is in the present imperative.  This means we are to keep remembering; never 
allow ourselves to forget. No regenerate Christian could remain apathetic while consciously 
thinking about what God has done for us in Christ. 

 
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the 

night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
"This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me."  In the same way, after 

supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me,"  For whenever you eat this bread and drink 

this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  
I Cor. 11: 23-26 

 
The Lord gave us the sacrament of Holy Communion to help us remember. Every time 

we partake, we are brought again to the Cross and reminded what Christ did for us. 
 

obey it. . . 
 

The Gospel is not ours to modify, update, or re-image.  It is ours to obey.  The Greek 
here is the same as in the previous imperative.  It means that we are to keep obeying.  
Biblical truth never expires.  This is where the apostasy of the modern institution we call The 
Church is most clearly seen.  Jesus does not condone situation ethics. 

 
repent. . . 

 
The Greek here is an aorist imperative.  It describes one definite action. In every 

Christian©s life there is a decisive moment when each of us recognizes our total depravity and 
receives the grace of God in Christ.  

 
In reply Jesus declared, " I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God 

unless he is born again."   
John 3: 3 

 
"I don't know Who -- or what -- put the question, I don't know when it was put. I don't even 

remember answering. But at some moment I did answer "Yes" to Someone -- or something -- 
and from that hour I was certain that existence is meaningful and that, therefore, my life, in 
self-surrender, had a goal. From that moment I have known what it means 'not to look back' 

and 'to take no thought for the morrow.'" 
Dag Hammarskjold  
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wake up. . .  

 
Every believer needs to wake up to the reality that Jesus Christ is present with him every 

single moment of every day. We need to wake up to the fact that God's Holy Spirit is dwelling 
in his heart, ready to empower us to a better life. We must also wake up to reality of Satan.  
Christians are continually under attack by demonic powers which seek to seduce us from 
being loyal to Christ. There is some aspect of our old sinful nature that keeps calling us back.  

If we are not wide awake, we will slip.  
 

Called for a Reason 
 

We need to wake up to the fact that Jesus Christ, our Lord as well as our Savior, is 
expecting us to be faithful, productive disciples.  

 
You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and 

bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My 
name He may give you.  

John 15: 16 
 

The Compliment 
 

Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes.  
 

I am not bound to win, but I am bound to be true. 
I am not bound to succeed, but I am bound to live by the light that I have. 

Abraham Lincoln 

Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

II Tim. 2: 15 

       The spiritual Christian is a person who life is yielded to the will of God as it is revealed in 
Scripture. The spiritual Christian knows better than to try to live life with only human resources; 
this believer is empowered by the indwelling Holy Spirit and others can see the difference in this 
believer's life.  Because spiritual Christians are holy (made different by the Holy Spirit), their lives 
produce the fruits of the Spirit. 
        

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to 

Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live 
by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  

Gal. 5: 22-25 

       Christians who have not soiled their clothes have no cause to be ashamed. 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need 
to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. Avoid godless chatter, 

because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly.  
II Tim. 2: 15-16 

Live is such a way that you would not be ashamed to sell your parrot to the town gossip. 
Will Rogers 
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The Three-fold Promise 
 

they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.  He who overcomes shall be clothed 
in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his 

name before My Father and before His angels.  
 

They will walk with me. . . 
 

Christians who walk with Christ on earth will know a blessed companionship with Him 
that will last for all eternity. 

 
He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments 

 
„  White symbolizes festivity.  
„  White symbolizes victory.  
„  White symbolizes purity.  

 
The names of the faithful will not be removed from the Book of Life.  No Christian will 

ever lose the free gift of salvation; but only the spiritually equipped Christians will go through 
life with the confidence and peace this knowledge brings. 

Jesus Christ will acknowledge our names before the Father.   
 
There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do 

not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.  
Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.  Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  

Rom. 8: 1, 34-35 
 

We have a Friend in a very high place! 
 
 

 

 

 

O God, Thou has commanded us to be holy, as Thou art holy: 
Put into our hearts a continual desire to obey Thy holy will. 

Teach us what Thou wouldst have us do,  
and give us grace and power to fulfill the same. 

May we never, from love of self-accommodation, decline the path  
Thou has called us to take, 

nor for fear of shame turn away from it. 
In Jesus' name we pray. 

Amen 
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Discussion Questions 
 

1. Have you noticed any apostasy ± falling away from beliefs once held ± in your church?  
In your denomination? 

2. Is your church more concerned with pleasing members or serving Christ?  Can it do 
both? 

3. What do you think the members of your church expect from the church?  Are they getting 
what they need?  Are your church leaders satisfied with the level of participation of 
members? 

4. What kind of person is your church trying to attract?  What is being done to attract this 
kind of person? 
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Philadelphia: The Faithful Church 
 

The poor little church that could and did;  
and has, for all time, taken away all the excuses for failure.  

 
 

"To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 
These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he 
opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. I know your deeds. See, I 
have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little 

strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. I will make those who 
are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars--I 
will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. 

Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of 
trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth. I am 
coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. Him who 

overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will 
write on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, 

which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new 
name. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  

Rev. 3: 7-13 
 

Everyone who's ever taken a shower has an idea.   It's the person who gets out of the shower, 
dries off and does something about it who makes a difference. 

Nolan Bushnell 
 

The Lesson 
 

I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word . . . 

       God is more interested in our availability than in our ability. God is more interested in our 
willingness to obey than with our success ratio.   Nowhere in any of these seven letters does the 
Risen Christ criticize a congregation for poor attendance. 
        The Church is called to be faithful to Jesus Christ.   His expectations are our obligations.   
Seeking to accommodate any other "lords" deprives believers of the peace, hope, and security 
that are theirs as Christians. 

 
Background 

       Attalus the Second, 159-138 BC, founded Philadelphia, which means brotherly love, in honor 
of his brother, Eumenes.   The City was founded for a special purpose: to be a missionary of 
Greek culture in Asia. 
       This region was prone to earthquakes.   In 17 AD there was a quake that destroyed nearly a 
dozen cities.   In Philadelphia, tremors went on for years, causing residents to flee the city to 
avoid being killed or injured by falling debris. These terrible days were never forgotten and people 
in Philadelphia lived in treaded anticipation that another quake would force them to flee again. 
 
       Philadelphia and Smyrna are the only churches for which the Risen Christ has no 
condemnation. 
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How the Risen Christ Identifies Himself 
 

"The words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David. . . "  
 

       The Risen Christ is identified with three titles. 
       1.   He is the holy one.   All through the Old Testament, God is called the Holy One. (Isaiah 
6:3; 40:25; 43:15) The Greek word translated holy means different, separated.  God is holy 
because He is different from us.   Jesus Christ is holy because He shares all the same attributes 
as God.   We should be holy -- different from non-Christians -- because we share in the Body of 
Christ. 

For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. Therefore, he who rejects this 
instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.  

I Thessalonians 4: 7-8 

 
       2.   He is the true one.   There are two words for true in Greek.   Alethes means true as 
opposed to false.   Alethinos means true in the sense of being real, genuine as opposed to being 
imaginary, mythical.   Jesus is not a way; He is the way.   Jesus is not a savior; He is the Savior.   
We discover the reality of life only in Jesus Christ. 

And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved. 

Acts 4: 12 

       3.   He is the one who has the key of David.   He who has the key has authority. 

All authority in heaven and earth has been given to Me. 
Matt. 28: 18b 

       Jesus Christ is the final authority. 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. . . Who shall 
bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies; who is to condemn?   Is it 
Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of 

God, who indeed intercedes for us? 
Romans 8: 1,33-34 

       All Christians can be eternally secure because Jesus Christ has final authority. 

Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. . .  

       This promise was especially significant for the Christians in Philadelphia.   Their City had 
been founded as an open door for Greek culture.   Where once they were missionaries for a 
secular cause, now they are missionaries for a sacred one.   This has two implications for all 
Christians. 
             (a) No matter who we are, what we do, or where we find ourselves, Christ has set before    
us an open door to be His missionaries. 
             (b) That door never shuts. As long as we are alive, we have work to do for Christ.  

Each success only buys an admission ticket to a more difficult problem. 
Henry Kissinger 
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       A dying congregation or denomination is characterized by members who do not want to be 
missionaries; who do not want to discipline themselves in the ways necessary to equip them to be 
missionaries; and who look for membership growth only as a way to get someone else to be the 
missionary. 

"Thank you for the letter inviting ____ Church to apply for a $3000 gift to be used in a special 
ministry to honor our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ's birth.   It was a breathe of fresh air to discuss 

the possibilities.   It was however the consensus of the Session that other churches without our 
resources should be given the opportunity.   Currently all our energy is being used to keep 

___Church running." 
[A response we actually received at the Old Gray Dog Foundation] 

 
I am not bound to win, but I am bound to be true. 

I am not bound to succeed, but I am bound to live by the light that I have. 
Abraham Lincoln 

 

       For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.  

Eph. 2: 10 

       God did not call us to keep a church running.   We were created to do good works which 
God prepared in advance for us to do.   As long as God gives us breath, we have work to do. 
The door is always open. 

 
The moment one definitely commits oneself, then providence moves too.   All sorts of things 

occur to help that would never otherwise occurred.  
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 
behold, all things have become new. Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to 

Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation,  that is, that 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, 

and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.  
 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we 

implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. 
II Cor. 5: 17-20 

 
Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had 
appointed for them. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted.  

 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ªAll authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.º  Amen.  
Matt. 28: 16-20 

 

Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, 
but lie—indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I 

have loved you.  
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The Jews thought they were the synagogue of the Chosen. Christ says that because they 
persecute His Church, they are really a synagogue of Satan. He also promises that the day 
will come when they submit to the saints. 

 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male 

nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  And if you are Christ's, then you are 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.  

Gal. 3: 28-29 
 

He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world.  
Eph. 1: 4  

 
There is one ªCovenant People,º the ªseed of Abraham,º unconditionally chosen by God; 

Redeemed by Christ on the Cross; regenerated and drawn to Christ by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; 

but the children of the promise are counted as the seed. 
Rom. 9: 8 

 
 

Those who Keep are Kept 
 

Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the 
hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the 

earth. 
 
Obedience is the ultimate means of grace. 

For because He Himself has suffered and been tempted, He is able to help those who are 
tempted. 
Heb. 2: 18 

 
       When we feel pressured to compromise or accommodate, the witness of Jesus strengthens 
us in three ways. 
       1.   His earthly example teaches us how to resist the temptation to compromise or 
accommodate. 
       2.   His eternal presence in our lives inspires us to be holy. 
       3.   His compassion enables Him to help us because He understands what we  
             are going through. 

Kept 

Even when the world as we know it comes to an end, the saints will be safe in Christ's 
keeping. 

I am coming soon. . . 

       Remembering that Jesus Christ is coming again serves two purposes. 
 
       1.   It is a warning to lazy believers. 
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But suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, 'My master is staying away a long 
time,' and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink with drunkards. 

The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour 
he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
Matt. 24: 48-51 

 
God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who 
are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 

heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do not know God 
and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting 

destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power. 
II Thessalonians 1: 6-9 

 
For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do--living in 
debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. They think it 

strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap 
abuse on you. But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living 

and the dead. 
I Peter 4: 3-5 

       The most effective auto safety device is a policeman in the review mirror.   The most effective 
way to motivate Christians for fruitful, holy living is remembering that Jesus could return any 
minute. 
 
       2.   It is the source of our confidence; the ultimate victory is ours.   Jesus Christ will return! 

Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to 
yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be 

patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near.  
James 5: 7-8 

 
So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere 

so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. For in 
just a very little while,  

    "He who is coming will come and will not delay.  
Heb. 10: 35-37 

 
 

hold fast what you have. . . 

       What we need to know in order to live the Christian life is revealed to us in the Bible. 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need 
to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth? D godless chatter, because 

those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly.  
II Tim. 2: 15-16 

       God has given us the Church so that we will have a place to receive encouragement and to 
be held accountable as we await the Lord's return. 
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Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let 
us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give 
up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--

and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
       Heb. 10: 23-25 

        

       The purpose of the Church is take God's infallible rule of faith and practice, the Bible, and 
use it to prepare Christians for the work God has for them to do -- our individual and corporate 
open doors.   As Christ's ambassadors we need the Church as our source of encouragement, 
and to hold us accountable for our efforts.   No Christian will ever be as fruitful as he could be 
without the support of the Church.   No congregation will ever be as fruitful as it could be with the 
support of other congregations.   (Denominations do serve a purpose!)  
       You know that annoying credit card commercial that asks, What's in your wallet?   What's 
going on in your church?   Is it using its little strength to fulfill Christ's call, or is it content to just 
keep running? 

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, 
and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so 

that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 

fullness of Christ. 
Eph. 4: 11-13 

       Church leaders need to understand the Bible and be able to teach it to others. 

And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to 
reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 

II Tim. 2:2 
 

Leaders don't create followers. They create more leaders. 
Tom Peters 

                                                                         

The Promise 

He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall 
go out no more. I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My 

God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will 
write on him My new name.  

       Victorious Christian living consists of . . .  
             (a) being a pillar:  A pillar is a support; it is not a modifier, or re-imager; 
             (b) being eternally secure:  The victorious Christian knows that once in Christ never shall 
he go out of Him; 
             (c)  knowing a new name:  In the time to come, when Christ has conquered all, Christians 
will bear the name that shows they are His and share in His victory. 
 
       Miner's wear helmets with lights.  The beam cast only goes out a few feet.  But if the miner 
uses the light he has, he work miles beneath the surface and returns safely at the end of his 
shift.  The same principle holds true for Christians. Commit yourself to as much of Christ as you 
know, and your understanding of Him and your joy in Him will grow and grow. 
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What is your church doing with the open door Christ has set before it? 
    What are you doing with the open door He has set before you? 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry 

of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We 
are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 

We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.  
 

 

 
Quicken in our hearts, O Lord, the desire to avail ourselves of every opportunity to serve Thee 

and give glory to Thy name. 
Let us not break faith with yesterday's promises, not leave unrepaired any of yesterday's wrongs. 

Let us see no fellow pilgrim in distress and pass by on the other side. 
Let us leave no duty unattempted, nor any evil habit unassaulted. 

Where our deeds can help to make this world a better place for all to live, 
where our words can cheer a despondent heart or brace a weak will, 

where our prayers can serve to draw others to Christ,  
let us do and speak and pray. 

O Thou who in the fullness of time did send our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to redeem us from 
the powers of darkness and to make us ambassadors of reconciliation, grant us grace that we 

may live worthily of the name He has bestowed upon us. 
In Jesus' name we pray. 

Amen 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. If Christ visited your church this week, would He be pleased with what He found going on 
there?   

2. Has your church ever shirked from some good work because it did not think it could do 
enough?  Have you? 

3. What is your church doing to help its members discover their spiritual gifts? 

4. What is it doing to encourage them to use those gifts? 
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Laodicea:  The church where indifference made Christ sick 

"To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 
These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 

I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the 
other! So, because you are lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of 

my mouth. You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do 
not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I counsel you to buy from 
me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can 

cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. Those 
whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. Here I am! I stand at the 

door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with 
him, and he with me. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my 

throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."   

Rev. 3: 14-22 
 

The Lesson 

       Indifference is the worst thing that can happen to the Church.  Truth can defeat heresy and 
discipline can overcome apostasy; but apathy is the most formidable enemy of all. The Risen 
Christ has His sharpest criticism of the congregation that has drifted into a conventional and 
meaningless religiosity.  

Background 

       Laodicea was southeast of Philadelphia in the Lycus River valley. Laodicea and 
Ephesus were the only congregations to receive communications both from the apostles 
Paul and John. This congregation formed a cluster with two others (mentioned by Paul, 
but not by the book of Revelation) at Colossae and Hierapolis, and possibly with certain 
other house churches in the same general area. Paul in Colossians speaks of his strenuous 
efforts "for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me personally"  
(Col 2:1). He mentions his coworker Epaphras, who had brought the Christian message to 
the region (1:7) and was still "working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and 
Hierapolis"  (4:13). He sends greetings "to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and 
the church in her house"  (4:15), requesting that "after this letter has been read to you, 
see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the 
letter from Laodicea"  (4:16).  
 
 
 
       Laodicea was a city of great wealth and importance in the ancient world.  This is the 
only church the Risen Christ finds nothing to complement. The Risen Christ knew and 
understood these people very well. Many sources of their pride show up in this letter.  
       *Laodicea was a banking and financial center. In 61 AD, the city was devastated by an 
earthquake.  It was able to rebuild without any outside assistance.  No wonder it could boast that 
it was rich and did not need a thing. 
       *Laodicea was a garment center, famous for its violet-black wool. How shocking it would 
have been to hear Christ say that they should buy clothes to cover their shameful nakedness. 
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    *Laodicea was a medical center.  One of the things their doctors were known for was an eye 
ointment. Yet the Risen Christ advised them to buy salve to put on their eyes so that they can 
see. 
    *Laodicea was a health resort with hot mineral baths. 

       Across the River Lycus was Hierapolis, a city famous for its mineral springs.  One of the 
complaints about mineral springs is that the water is nauseating.  Here, the Risen Christ is telling 
the Laodiceans:  "You think the mineral springs are nauseating; I think your lukewarm 
commitment is nauseating!" 

 

The mineral water was piped in from hot springs via a specially designed aqueduct.  The 
water that was piped to Laodicea was rich with calcium which over time would cause the 
pipes to clog.  The engineers designed the aqueduct with vents covered with stones that 
could be removed periodically for cleaning. Failure to keep the aqueduct clean caused the 
mineral water to arrive lukewarm. 

 
How the Risen Christ Identifies Himself 

 
These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 

 
 The Risen Christ identifies Himself with three great titles. 
 

 
 

the Amen 
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 Amen is the word put at the end of a solemn statement to verify its truthfulness.  Jesus is 
God's last word that all that is revealed in Scripture is true. Jesus is the One whose word can 
utterly be relied on. 

 
the faithful and true witness 

 
 We can believe Jesus because He the Amen. 
 

 the ruler of God's creation 
 

 Christ began Creation. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He 
was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through Him, and without Him 

nothing was made that was made 
John 1: 1-3 

 
 Christ is Lord of Creation. 
 

far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.  

 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the 
church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

Eph. 1: 21-23 
 

 The God of Creation and the God of redemption are one and the same:  Jesus. 
 
 

The Complaint 

I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the 
other!  

 
      Look at the membership trend of the PCUSA: 

 Every hour of every day since 1965 the denomination has lost 5 members.  That is 122 
members a day; 854 members a week; 3417 members a month. Nearly 2,000,000 in 42 years. 
      This is a denomination that has seemingly lost all passion for our faith. Members aren©t 
leaving for any particular reason; they are just leaving.  As a denomination, we just don©t seem to 
care that much.  We are "neither cold nor hot."  
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       The one attitude which the Risen Christ condemns most harshly is indifference.  It is nearly 
impossible to equip indifferent church members for God's work. 

 

 

Avoid Indifferent Church Members 

But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 

ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not 
lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God -- having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. 

II Tim. 3: 1-5 
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The Mark of an Indifferent Church 

       When faith loses its day-to-day relevance ± its core beliefs, people begin to look upon 
Christianity with indifference.  They model their congregations after their own needs instead of the 
call of Christ.  If you see this happening, the Scriptures are clear: Have nothing to do with them. 

For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their 
own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their 
itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to 

myths.  
II Tim. 4: 3-4 

 
 

There is no disgrace in not knowing when knowledge does not rest with you; 
the disgrace is in being unwilling to learn. 

Benedetto Varchi 

 

The Key to an “Indifferent church:º Poor Leadership 

       Archippus had been the first Bishop of Laodicea.  Thirty years earlier, Paul had 
sternly admonished Archippus: 

Tell Archippus: "See to it that you complete the work you have received in the Lord."   
Col 4:17   

       Here is an example of how poor leadership in the Church can pollute a church©s ministry and 
lead the members astray. 

       During the late 1960s and early 1970s, many young men enrolled in seminaries to get a 4-D 
draft deferment and avoid the Viet Nam war.  They felt no spiritual calling other than self-survival.  
Unfortunately, many of the leaders of Mainline denominations today are men of that era.  Like 
Laodicea, we are reaping the fruits of poor leadership. 
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Membership trend in the Mainline Presbyterian denomination 

And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 

II Tim. 2: 2 
 

 Congregations expect their pastor to visit the sick in the hospital; marry the young, and 
bury the dead.  But they need to start expecting their pastor to be a teaching elder.  

           I am repeatedly criticized for my unswerving commitment to the Biblical truths taught in 
TULIP.  I received this e-mail: 

I find the finger pointing and litmus testing offensive Mr. Tuckett.  . . .  I am not interested in going 
to ________to be sidetracked by a course in systematic theology or a debate about TULIP or 

paleo-orthodoxy. 

Some people have guest room minds . . . They are already made up because they are so 
seldom used.  The author of this letter wants to lead the Church without getting ªsidetracked with 
theology.º  (Isn©t that like wanting to go on a trip without getting ªsidetrackedº with a destination?)    

Poor leadership inevitably leads to indifferent members.  
        

Have you become indifferent to sound doctrine? How well do you know the core beliefs 
of Biblical Christianity? Test yourself:  

*Is humanity basically good or totally depraved? 
*Is God sovereign or does He depend on human free will? 
*Can the elect ever lose their salvation? 
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Can you explain to your spouse, your mother, or your 10 year old daughter the 
difference. . . 
             *Between an "evangelical" and a "liberal?"  
             *Between "Reformed" and "progressive" theology?  
            *Between an "evangelical" Arminian and an "evangelical" Calvinist? 
 
       (Mr. Sparks, my high school chemistry teacher called on the guy next to me to explain what 
the universal solvent, H2O, was.  He said, "Gee, Mr. Sparks, I know what that it, but I just can't 
put it into words."  Mr. Sparks replied, "If you can't explain it, you don't know it!") Indifferent church 
members make very poor leaders. Before anyone attempts to lead, he had better know what he 
believes, what he is doing and where he wants everyone to go and how to communicate this to 
others. 
       Yes, I do make a "litmus test" of TULIP; because this is what the Bible teaches and this is 
where the Church needs to go. This is how the Church equips the saints to do the work Christ 
has for us to do. 

Do we who would lead the Church believe humanity is basically sinful (Total Depravity) or 
basically good (the liberal position)? 

Does humanity contribute to its salvation, or is it the unconditional gift of God (Unconditional 
election)? 

Did Christ pay the price for our sins on the Cross (Limited Atonement) or is the idea of 
atonement out of date, as some liberals suggest? 

Is God sovereign (Irresistible Grace), or can His will be denied by ours? 
Are we eternally secure in Christ (Perseverance of the Saints), or can we be snatched from 

Christ's hand? 
 

Do we want a Church that is faithful to God's Word or one that accommodates the members, thus 
making them indifferent to true faith? 

Do we want members who not only believe the Bible but actually understand what it is teaching? 

No congregation will grow spiritually with indifferent members.  

The really important thing is that in those early days the pagans saw in Christianity and in the 
Church a power that could cope with and mend the human situation.   They saw in Christianity a 
power which they did possess -- and they wanted it.   It will always be true that the outsider will 
have no use for an alleged faith which is demonstrably ineffective.   Long ago, Nietzsche, the 

atheist philosopher, issued the challenge: 'Show me that you are redeemed and then I will believe 
in your Redeemer.'  The greatest converting influence of all is a life which clearly and obviously is 

possessed of a power which can cope with the human situation in all its problems, in all its 
tragedy, and in all its pain." 

William Barclay, Turning to God 

       A congregation that is indifferent to theology but offers singles a place to meet or busy 
mothers a place to "park" their kids, may get "customers" but it will never get "converts." 

The first great gift we can bestow on others is a good example. 
Thomas Morell 
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How Well the Risen Christ Understands these People 
 

You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize 
that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  

 

The greatest of faults is to be conscious of none. 
Thomas Carlyle 

      This would have stung a community that prided itself on its financial independence. The 
speaker at my college graduation made a statement which has stuck with me: Adam fed has 
more problems than Adam hungry.  If all a person has to meet life's hardships is money, he will 
be continually frustrated.  How much money does it take to cope with the death of a child?  What 
is the price to heal a broken heart?  What is the going rate on dashed dreams? 
 

. . . and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your  
shameful nakedness. . . 

 
       The man who has cured himself of B.O. and halitosis, has learned French to surprise the 

waiter, and the saxophone to amuse the company, may find that  people still avoid him because 
they do not like him. 

Heywood Broun 

How shocking it would have sounded to a community that prided itself on its rich dark 
cloth. All the beautiful trappings in the world won't transform a sin-dead soul.  

. . . and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. . . . 

       From John Adams, in the Layman Online, we read: 
 
       "With few exceptions, denominational leaders are loathe to blame the 37-year decline on the 
theological liberalization of the PCUSA. They prefer other rationalizations for an every-year 
decline that accumulated to a lost 1.8 million members by the end of 2002, including:  

 
The PCUSA is not alone. All other mainline denominations are losing members, too.  

 
The 1960s spawned a generation with contempt for institutions, including denominations. 

Therefore, the denominations are dying out.  
 

Reformed theology, with its emphasis on the sovereignty of God, is tough to sell to "postmodern" 
Americans who don't believe in absolutes and prefer a god who doesn't control their destiny.  

 
Conservatives are wrong to suggest there is a cause-and-effect exodus that corresponds to 

actions and decisions by the denomination's elected and staff leadership.  
 

The PCUSA's orthodox confessional legacy of the past is out of touch with today's individualized 
spirituality.  

 
It's quality that matters, not quantity.  



 76 

       Laodicea prided itself on its famous eye salve; but the church there was blind to its on 
spiritual poverty and nakedness.  Mainline denominations pride themselves on their educated, 
enlightened clergy and their inclusive ministries, but they, too, are blind. 

Never "for the sake of peace and quiet" deny your own experience and convictions. 
Dag Hammarskjold 

 

Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. . . 

       Some time ago, a few ladies met for Bible study.  They were struck by this verse in Malachi.   

He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like 
gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness. . . 

Mal. 3:3 

       They weren't sure what it meant, so they decided to find a silversmith and ask him to explain 
the process of refining silver.  He did so. 
       "But," one asked, "do you sit while the work of refining is going on?" 
       "Oh, yes, ma'am!" he replied; "I must sit with my eye steadily fixed on the furnace, for if the 
time necessary for refining is exceeded in the slightest degree, the silver will be injured." 

 

       I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich. . . 

       Christ knows that His disciples will experience Life's "furnace."  But we can be assured that 
His eye is steadily fixed on us, purifying us and making sure that no one snatches us out of His 
hand.   

And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his 
likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.  

II Cor. 3: 18 

       Christ knows when the process of purifying is complete because then He can see His image 
reflected in us. 
 

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 
will come in and eat with him, and he with me.  
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Ignorance Invites Guilt 

 

 
     In a small mid western conservative town, a new bar/tavern started a building to open up their 
business. The local Baptist church started a campaign to block the bar from opening with 
petitions and prayers.  Work progressed, however right up till the week before opening, when a 
lightning strike hit the bar and it burned to the ground.   
     The church folks were rather smug in their outlook after that, till the bar owner sued the church 
on the grounds that the church was ultimately responsible for the demise of his building, either 
through direct or indirect actions or means.   
     The church vehemently denied all responsibility or any connection to the Buildings demise in 
its reply to the court.   
     As the case made it's way into court, the judge looked over the paperwork at The hearing and 
commented, "I don't know how I'm going to decide this,  but as it appears from the paperwork, we 
have a bar owner that believes in  the power of prayer, and an entire church congregation that 
doesn't!"  
 
     Many who do not understand God's plan of salvation have used this verse incorrectly.  They 
would have us believe that this is the door of salvation and Christ needs our permission to save 
us.  These misguided souls do not understand unconditional election. 

You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that 
will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in My name.  

John 15: 16 

They do not understand irresistible grace. 

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up 
at the last day.  

John 6: 44 

     They have no real hope to offer to anyone. This door is not the door of salvation, but the door 
of opportunity.  Obedience is the ultimate means of grace.  Christ sets a door before each of us. 
The indifferent church member who neglects this obligation neglects the means to his own 
blessedness.  
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       As we learned in the previous letter to the church in Philadelphia, Christ sets before all 
Christians doors of opportunity.  Opening the door before you is your calling as a disciple.  To the 
indifferent Laodiceans, the Risen Christ says, "This is your opportunity!  Answer your call; 
assume your responsibility; do the work for which you were created.  Rejoin the fellowship of 
believers and be nourished." 
 

       Consider Mr. Yates, a poor sheep rancher in western Texas.  During the depression, things 
were so bad for the Yates family that Mr. Yates went on the "public dole" -- welfare.  He was on 
the verge of losing his ranch when a couple of geologists stopped by and asked if they could dig 
an exploratory well or two on Yates' land.  Sure enough, they struck oil!  The field which came to 
be known as Yates Pool was the largest find in the continental US.  Mr. Yates owned the oil but 
he and his family were living in poverty.  Why?  He didn't know the oil was there. 
 
       None of us will realize how rich we are in Christ until we open that door. 

 

O Thou in Whose boundless Being are laid up all treasures of wisdom and truth and holiness, 
grant that through constant fellowship with Thee the true graces of Christian character may more 

and more take shape in our souls: 
The grace to wait patiently and answer Thy call promptly; 
The grace of courage, whether in suffering or in danger; 

The grace of boldness in standing for what is right; 
The grace of being equipped with sound doctrine, lest we be led astray; 

The grace of spiritual discipline; 
The grace to resist compromise and accommodation; 

The grace of perseverance in all the tasks entrusted to us. 
This we ask in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. What percentage of your church members attend worship regularly; attend a Christian 
education class; pledge? 

2. What percentage of your congregation has a good understanding of what the Bible 
teaches?  How many of them could tell someone what TULIP means? 

3. What is the most important need your church members have?  What is your church doing 
to meet that need? 

4. What is your church doing to encourage members who have become inactive? 
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In the seven letters the Risen Christ dictated to the Apostle John, we discover universal 
principles that apply to all churches in every age.  
  
    Church Principle 1:  Our attitude is important to Jesus. 
    Church Principle 2: Jesus expects fidelity regardless of cost. 
    Church Principle 3: We are Christ’s witnesses. 
    Church Principle 4: Never tolerate what Jesus finds intolerable. 
    Church Principle 5: Apostasy is more deadly than heresy and/or persecution. 
    Church Principle 6: Faith which pleases Christ is being His ambassador wherever we find   
ourselves. 
    Church Principle 7: Faithful, informed leaders are vital to Christ’s Church. 
  
  
  
  
Ephesus: The Hard-working church that lost its heart. 
  
  
The Church that hated but did not love. 
  

He praises them for hating false doctrine (2:6) and discerning and rejecting false apostles 
(2:2). They knew that truth matters, they knew that spiritual falsehood is rampant and 
destructive—and they took seriously their responsibility to guard the content of God©s Word. And 
because Jesus is the Truth, he praises them for this. 

But he rebukes them because they ªlet goº of their first love (2:4). This refers to the 
primacy of their love relationship with Him and others. It starts with receiving and basking in 
Jesus© love for us, it responds with glad praise and thanks to Him and overflows in sacrificial love 
for others (see 1 John 4:11, 16, 19). This is what makes the Truth attractive, and this is why 
Jesus is upset that they©re neglecting it, and says they©ll lose their witness unless they correct it 
(John 13:34-35). 

There are many churches like this today. They can smell heresy a mile away, but there is 
a coldness and harshness and lack of personal love for Christ and people that is deeply 
dysfunctional. Ironically, the antidote had already been given to them by Paul:  

 
For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  from whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named,  that He would grant you, according to the 

riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man,  that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in 
love,  may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and 

depth and height—  to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God.  

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us,  to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to 

all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
Ephesians 3:14-21 

  
  
Church Principle 1:  Our attitude is important to Jesus 
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Smyrna: The Persecuted Church 
  
  
 The Church that was faithful against all odds. 
  

Here is a church that did not have great resources nor wee they particularly sought after. 
Instead they were ridiculed and persecuted for their faith in Christ. They could have avoided this 
by accommodating the standards of those who are successful and compromising the Gospel, but 
instead they chose to be overcomers by being faithful to the Lord. They chose the riches of Christ 
rather the riches and fame of this world. 

They may be suffering horribly for their faith in Jesus (persecution and impoverishment), 
so that others look on them as impotent failures. But they are rich in the only way that matters 
(spiritually), because their suffering has burned away their spiritually deadening reliance on 
worldly blessing and cast them on Jesus alone—who fills them with his joy and peace and hope 
in the midst of their suffering. 
  
  
Church Principle 2: Jesus expects fidelity regardless of cost. 
  
  
To the churches in Pergamum and Thyatira, Jesus says, ªYou love, but you don©t hate.º 
  
  
Pergamum: The Church Which was Too Open-Minded 
  
  The well-intentioned church whose witness was compromised by the theology of 
accommodation. 
  

The Pergamum church held to the fundamentals of the faith. They were faithful to God 
and His word, but they allowed in false prophets and teachers. Because of this compromise 
unbiblical practices became part of their worship and daily living. This type of church views itself 
as ecumenical. 
  
Church Principle 3: We are Christ's witnesses 
  
  
  
Thyatira: The Accommodating Church 
  
  
The Church where toleration became a sin. 
  

This is basically a good church but it allowed itself to slip into a ªworks gospelº mode 
instead of one that serve the Lord Jesus Christ and stands by faith alone. They think that they 
please God through their good deeds. It did not question the prophecies given in the church. It 
saw itself as both progressive and ecumenical; but through these false prophecies they were led 
into false religion. There are some who stay in the church in the hope that it will recover itself. 
There are numerous examples of churches like this: ªDoctrine divides, but truth unites—love is all 
that mattersº . The problem is that if we devalue Jesus© truth, we can wind up loving a false Jesus 
and hurting rather than helping other people. Love is like a river—without the banks of truth, it 
becomes a destructive flood or a mile wide and an inch deep. 
  
Church Principle 4: Never tolerate what Jesus finds intolerable 
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Sardis: The Lifeless Church 
  
The church that lived to please itself.   
  
    To the church in Sardis, Jesus says, “You think you are healthy, but you©re dying.”  
  

Here is a congregation that was spiritually dead even though they seem to be alive. In 
reality it is simply playing ªchurch.º They had a great respectability in society. They were accepted 
and acceptable to everyone. They had fallen away from the beliefs they once held. The Lord had 
a few faithful souls even here who were determined to rid their church of ritualism and spiritual 
death. Then, like now, usually they were lone voices in such places. 

The church in Sardis was living off of their past accomplishments and their reputation 
with other churches (3:1b,2)Ð but Jesus looks past this and exposes a flabby, decaying ministry 
and compromise with the world-system (ªsoiled garmentsº). They were evidently more concerned 
about conserving what they had (property; financial resources; popularity in the community) than 
they were concerned about fulfilling their unfinished calling and taking new ground for Jesus. 
  
    Accommodation leads to apostasy. 
  
Church Principle 5: Apostasy is more deadly than heresy and/or persecution. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
Philadelphia: The Faithful Church 
  
  
The poor little church that could and did; and has, for all time, taken away all the excuses for 
failure.  
  
    The Philadelphia church was the poorest, materially, and the most faithful to the Lord. Out of all 
the churches they have their priorities in the correct order. They loved the Lord and His word, and 
they worked for the furtherance of the Gospel. They took a strong stand against all trends that 
arose to undermine faith in Christ. This type of church will never be popular in the world or 
amongst so-called Christians, but it is effective in ªbearing fruitº in a depraved world. 
  
Church Principle 6: Faith which pleases Christ is being His ambassador wherever we find 
ourselves. 
  
  
  
  
Laodicea: The Church Condemned 
  
 The church where indifference made Christ sick 
  
    To the church in Laodicea, Jesus says, “You think you belong to Me, but you don©t.” 
  

This was a church that had completely lost its way. Thirty years earlier, Paul had warned 
the leadership of this church, but that warning was not heeded. This church compromised on 
every possible level so as to be acceptable to the world. It had great material wealth and 
considered itself to be open minded. For some reason they thought that by adding God's name to 
their ecclesiastical club did that it would please God. 
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They confused their material affluence with a spiritual life (3:17), but Jesus tells them that 
they are destitute because they don't know Him. Many have grown up in a church like this Ð
country-club nominalism and superficial ritualism and moralism. ªSure I©m a ChristianÐ I live in 
God©s country, I have God©s material blessing, I was baptized, I belong to a church, I can recite 
the Apostles© Creed, I don©t kill or stealÐ that©s what being a Christian is, isn©t it?º 
  
    Indifference is worse than heresy or apostasy; they can be overcome with truth. 
  
Church Principle 7: Faithful, informed leaders are vital to Christ's Church. 

 
 
 

 
 


